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EXPORT  TRADE. 

The  increased  interest  in  export  trade  gives  our  annual 
Export  Merchant  Shippers'  Issue  special  importance  this 
year  to  manufacturing  and  wholesale  houses  who  are  desirous 
of  extending  their  business  in  the  British  Empire  and  in 
foreign  countries.  The  issue  will  be  on  March  12.  In  addition 
to  the  regular  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  to  its 
subscribers  throughout  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  India,  America 
and  Australasia,  copies  will  be  sent  to  all  firms  in  the 
United  Kingdom  who  have  exported  any  kind  of  druggists' 
goods  during  the  past  year.  Hundreds  of  merchants  file  the 
copy  for  reference  when  filling  indents,  which  is  the  adver- 
tisers' opportunity.  Those  who  deal  in  drug?,  chemicals, 
perfumery,  paints,  varnishe3,  aerated  water  plant,  bottles, 
and  druggists' sundries  of  all  kinds  should  not  miss  it.  For 
further  particulars  apply  to  the  publisher. 


Fuether  particulars  regarding  the  reciprocity  scheme 
that  failed  are  given  on  p.  278. 

Chemists  have  been  Fined  for  selling  defective  lin  e 
water  and  syr.  ferri  phos.  (p.  279). 

Chillies  have  gone  up  i  hi  i  week.  We  i  ri  it  an  illust:  atod 
article  on  them  and  capsicums  on  p.  290. 

A  fall  in  the  price  of  cocaine  and  a  r'se  in  saffron  are 
notable  points  in  our  Trade  Report  (p.  285;. 

Ax  Act  to  Prevent  Sunday-tradinc  has  been  passed 
in  Jersey,  but  it  does  not  affect  chemists  (p.  258). 

Mb.  Fenton  has  described  to  the  Chemical  Society  a 
reliable  method  for  precipitating  sodium  from  solution 
(p.  269). 

An  attempt  has  been  made  in  Bulgaria  to  get  the 
Geranium  Oil  Prohibition  Act  repealed,  but  it  has  failed 
(p.  276). 

Mr.  Sidney  W.  Harvey,  of  Canterbury,  contributes  a 
further  note  on  bacteriology  as  a  side-line  for  chemists 
(p.  293). 

Sir  S.  Noethcote,  M.P.,  was  interviewed  by  three  Exeter 
chemists,  who  endeavoured  to  make  him  understand  the  new 
Pharmacy  Bill  (p.  264). 

A  Man  who  was  trading  in  "  Sanitants  "  has  been  ordered 
by  the  High  Court  to  stop  that  title  on  account  of  its  simi- 
larity to  "  Sanitas  "  (p.  281). 

We  call  attention  to  a  hardship  which  British  manu- 
facturers of  alcoholic  extracts  have  to  suffer  in  competing 
with  German-made  extracts  (p.  275  ). 

Among  Business  Changes  we  report  what  has  become  of 
the  businesses  lately  carried  on  by  the  Chemists'  Co-operative 
Society  (Limited),  now  in  liquidation  (p.  277). 

Mr.  Leo.  Atkinson  gave  an  illustrated  lecture  on 
"  Bacteriology  for  Pharmacists  "  at  the  evening  meeting  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on  Tuesday  (p.  265). 

AN  important  judgment  has  been  obtained  in  the  High 
Court  of  Ireland  rejecting  the  right  of  Magistrates  to  reduce 
the  fine  on  an  uncpialified  person  who  sells  poison  (p.  280). 

Me.  F.  H.  Alcock,  in  a  paper  before  the  Midland  Phar- 
maceutical Association,  deals  with  some  out-of-the-way  pre- 
scriptions and  the  way  he  overcame  the  difficulties  (p.  263). 

Me.  Wells,  ex-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland,  gave  a  lecture  on  "Pharmaceutical  Ethics"  to 
the  Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association  on  February  14 
(p.  265). 

A  diagram  showing  the  fluctuations  in  the  value  of 
cinchona-bark  during  the  past  seven  years  is  given  on  p.  289. 
On  the  previous  page  is  some  special  information  respecting 
this  article. 

Me.  Doran,  the  chemistry  examiner  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Ireland,  makes  some  rather  caustic 
remarks  on  the  official  regulations  in  a  report  he  has  sub- 
mitted to  the  Council  (p.  262). 

A  Young  Chemist  Named  Waedale  has  been  sent  to 
prison  for  a  year  for  being  concerned  in  a  criminal  opera- 
tion on  a  female.  His  medical  colleagues  were  sentenced  to 
seven  years'  penal  servitude  each  (p.  259). 

The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council  do  not  agree  with 
the  suggestion  of  Sir  George  Duffey,  the  Government  visitor, 
that  there  should  be  a  limit  to  the  number  of  times  a 
candidate  may  present  himself  for  examination  (p  262). 

A  Dudley  Fiem  of  Chemists  have  been  fined  under 
the  Pharmacy  Act  for  not  entering  a  sale  of  prussic  acid, 
and  a  Hull  drug- stores'  unqualified  assistant  for  selling 
chlorcdyne  (p.  279).  An  Lish  non-qualified  dealer  has 
been  lined  for  selling  carbolic  acid  (p.  280). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Selected  Poisoning-cases. 

Belladonna. 

The  Ipswich  Coroner  held  an  inquest  on  February  2  on 
Rebecca  Elizabeth  Orton,  who  died  that  morning  from  bella- 
donna-poisoning. The  Coroner,  in  his  opening  remarks, 
mentioned  that  deceased's  box  contained  enough  bottles  to 
stock  an  ordinary  practitioner's  surgery.  The  evidence 
showed  Miss  Orton  to  have  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  drugs, 
and  she  appeared  to  have  taken  some  glycerine  of  belladonna 
after  a  sleepless  night.  The  Coroner  said  the  conditions  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act  had  been  complied  with.  The  jury  found 
death  was  due  to  belladonna-poisoning  taken  to  induce  sleep, 
and  that  deceased  inadvertently  took  too  large  a  dose. 

Chloral. 

A  jury,  at  Birmingham,  on  February  2,  found  the  death  of 
E.  W.  White  was  due  to  misadventure.  Deceased,  who  was 
formerly  in  the  Royal  Marines,  suffered  from  rheumatism, 
and  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  chloral  hydrate  to  produce 
sleep.  The  surgeon  from  the  General  Hospital  said  chloral 
was  a  dangerous  drug  to  use  except  under  advice,  as  some- 
times a  small  dose  would  prove  fatal,  and  it  was  difficult  to 
tell  what  was  a  fatal  dose  in  every  case. 

Laudanum. 

A  three-months-old  baby  at  Heeley,  Sheffield,  was  taken 
to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  suffering  from  the  effects  of 
laudanum,  which  had  been  administered  in  mistake  for 
medicine.    The  child  is  in  a  dangerous  condition. 

On  February  8  Mr.  A.  Braxton  Hicks  held  an  inquiry  at 
Lambeth  concerning  the  death  of  T.  W.  Wakem  (41), 
assistant  to  Dr.  H.  C.  Wilson,  51  West  Ferry  Road,  Millwall, 
E.  It  was  stated  that  the  deceased  had  been  for  eleven 
years  in  India,  where  he  had  malarial  fever.  Eighteen 
months  ago  he  entered  the  service  of  Dr.  Wilson  as  assistant 
and  dispenser.  Dr.  Wilson  had  recently  occasion  to  re- 
monstrate with  him  for  drinking,  and  he  promised  to  reform. 
On  the  previous  Thursday  he  was  in  a  very  excited  state 
when  he  left  the  surgery  to  visit  two  patients,  and  never 
returned.  On  Saturday  morning  he  was  found  dead  in  bed 
at  Rowton  House,  Vauxhall.  Two  empty  ounce  laudanum- 
bottles  were  found  on  top  of  his  clothes.  Mr.  G.  Oliver,  a 
chemist,  and  manager  to  Mr.  T.  Tijou,  chemist,  180  Upper 
Kennington  Lane,  said  deceased  entered  the  shop  on  Friday 
evening,  and  said  "  I  want  some  tinct.  opii,"  saying  he  was 
a  medical  man,  and  writing  his  name  and  address  on  a  piece 
of  paper  (produced).  Witness  served  him  with  1  oz.  of  the 
tincture.  The  Coroner's  officer  stated  that  the  deceased  also 
obtained  J  oz.  of  laudanum  on  the  same  evening  from  Messrs. 
G.  Gadd  &  Son,  pharmaceutical  chemists,  1  Harleyford  Road, 
Vauxhall.  Dr.  H.  L.  Morgan  said  death  was  due  to  an  over- 
dose of  laudanum.  A  verdict  of  suicide  during  temporary 
insanity  was  recorded. 

Chloroform. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  February  4  on  the  body  of  Miss 
Josephine  Chilcott,  of  West  Kensington,  who  was  under 
remand  on  a  charge  of  sending  blackbeetles  and  other 
objectionable  things  through  the  post  to  a  lady  with  whom 
she  had  had  a  disagreement.  Mr.  Wilton,  chemist  and 
druggist,  North  End  Road,  Kensington,  said  he  had  supplied 
deceased  with  laudanum  and  chlorodyne,  but  never  with 
chloroform.  Dr.  E.  H.  Drake  was  positive  that  death  was  due 
to  chloroform-poisoning,  though  laudanum  might  have  been  a 
contributing  cause.  A  bottle  nearly  full  of  chloroform  was 
ound  between  the  mattresses  of  deceased's  bed.    The  jury 


found  that  death  was  caused  by  an  overdose  of  chloroform, 
and  that  deceased  was  temporarily  insane  at  the  time. 

Carlolic  Acid. 

In  a  case  of  suicide  from  carbolic  acid  at  Hammersmith, 
which  was  investigated  on  January  29,  the  Coroner  said  the 
unrestricted  tale  of  carbolic  acid  led  to  its  being  largely 
used  for  the  purpose  of  suicide.  He  had  no  doubt  that  irv 
the  course  of  time  it  would  be  scheduled — the  sooner  the 
better,  because  they  wanted  to  check  these  suicides.  The 
jury,  in  returning  a  verdict  of  suicide  whilst  temporarily 
insane,  expressed  the  opinion  that  restrictions  should  be- 
placed  on  the  sale  of  carbolic  acid. 

Morphia. 

A  lady  named  Lanchester  was  accidentally  poisoned  by 
morphia  at  Cromer  last  week.  At  the  inquest  on  February  41 
it  transpired  that  Mrs.  Lanchester  was  in  the  habit  of  inject- 
ing morphia  solution,  and  had  had  several  injections  of 
varying  quantities  during  the  day,  after  which  she  fell  asleep- 
and  never  regained  consciousness. 

Boric  Acid  in  Butter. 

At  a  conference  of  grocers'  association  representatives  held' 
on  Monday  at  Pontypridd,  at  which  Cardiff,  Swansea,  New- 
port, Merthyr,  Aberdare,  Rhondda  Valley,  and  Pontypridd' 
took  part,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  I.  Protheroe,  resolu- 
tions were  unanimously  passed  urging  the  Grocers'  Federa- 
tion to  take  up  the  subject  of  boric  acid  without  delay,  and  by 
deputation  to  Government  or  otherwise  to  get  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  fix  a  regulation  maximum,  so  that  retailers  might 
not  be  further  harassed ;  to  ask  Mr.  Duckworth,  M.P.,  to 
raise  the  whole  question  in  Parliament — local  associations  to 
request  their  local  M.P.  to  support  him  ;  and  also  urging  on  the- 
Federation  to  have  such  an  amendment  of  the  law  as  would 
fix  the  liability  for  supplying  an  article  which  infringed  the 
law  upon  the  wholesale  firm  or  manufacturer  who  supplied 
the  goods,  and  not  on  the  "  innocent"  retailer. 

Sunday-trading  in  Jersey. 

On  Monday  last  the  States  or  Legislative  Assembly  of 
Jersey  adopted  a  statute  prohibiting  Sunday-trading  in  that 
"Sunny  Island."  The  States  bad  already  compelled  its- 
tobacconists  to  close  on  the  Sabbath  Day.  The  Act  forbids- 
the  opening  on  Sundays  "  of  every  office,  store,  shop,  or  other 
place  for  the  sale  of  merchandise  or  commodities,"  but- 
excepting  legitimate  restaurants,  bakehouses  (which  may 
open  till  2  P.M.),  milk-depots  (which  can  keep  open  only  till1 
10  A.M.,  and  from  3  to  6  p.m.),  and  hairdressers'  saloons 
(until  10  A.M.).  The  barbers,  supported  by  the  local  Early 
Closing  Association,  had  promoted  this  Bill.  Those  com- 
prised among  the  exemptions  must  obtain  a  permit  from  the- 
Mayor,  no  charge  being  made  therefor  ;  and  anyone 
infringing  the  regulation  will  be  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceed- 
ing 51.,  or,  in  default  of  payment,  to  imprisonment  not- 
exceeding  eight  days.  The  following  special  Article  was- 
added  to  the  Bill,  apparently  as  an  afterthought :  "  It  is- 
understood  that  the  present  regulation  does  not  apply  to 
chemists  in  the  legitimate  exercise  of  their  profession."  It 
was  stated  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  that  a  survey  of 
St.  Helier's  Town  on  Sunday  (at  the  request  of  the  Dean  of 
Jersey)  showed  that  152  shops  were  open  after  10  A.M.  The 
objection  is  principally  to  the  petty  groceries,  where,  it  is 
stated,  alcoholic  liquor,  tobacco,  and  cigars  are  surreptitiously- 
sold  on  Sundays,  contrary  to  the  law. 

Chemist  and  Organ-giinders. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Torquay  Town  Council  on  Monday 
last,  Mr.  C.  Shapley,  chemist,  complained  of  the  street  organ 
nuisance.  The  Town  Clerk  pointed  out  that  householders 
could  require  organ-men  to  move  away. 

Storage  of  Carbide  of  Calcium. 

At  the  meeting  of  Hanley  Town  Council,  cn  Februaiy  5,  it 
was  reported  that  a  quantity  of  caibide  of  calcium  was  being- 
kept  in  the  borough  without  a  licence,  one  fiim  l  aving 
received  1  cwt.  from  the  makers.  The  inspector  in  this  case 
gave  them  the  option  of  returning  it  at  once,  otherwise  he 
would  lave  seized  it.  The  Council  decided  to  prepare  licences 
I  for  the  storage  of  the  explosive. 


February  12,  1898 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


Medical  Officer  and  Analysis. 

At  the  meeting  of  East  Molesey  District  Council,  on 
February  3,  a  discussion  took  place  on  analysis  of  water  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  Knox).  It  was  suggested 
that  the  Council  should  become  life  subscribers  to  the 
Analytical  Association  by  paying  11.  Is. ;  they  could  then 
obtain  a  quarterly  bacteriological  analysis  for  31.  3s.  less 
25  per  cent.  One  of  the  members  thought  it  would  be 
unnecessary  expense,  and  going  beyond  their  province  in 
doing  so.  It  was  eventually  decided  that  the  quarterly 
analysis  should  be  carried  out  by  the  medical  officer. 

Drugs  in  Leicestershire. 

The  public  analyst  to  Leicestershire  County  Council  reports 
that  amongst  the  samples  analysed  during  the  past  year 
were  27  prescriptions,  22  of  olive  oil,  18  of  tincture  of 
rhubarb,  5  of  chewing-gum,  and  3  of  chewing-wax.  Of 
the^e  2  of  tincture  of  rhubarb,  1  of  olive  oil,  5  of  chewing- 
gum,  and  3  of  chewing-wax  were  adulterated. 

Thefo  from  the  Counter. 

A  youth  named  Marshall  was  brought  up  at  Leicester 
Police  Court  on  February  7,  charged  with  stealing  a  bottle 
of  pomade  the  property  of  Mr.  Thos.  Edward  Butler,  chemist 
and  druggist,  on  January  29.  It  was  on  a  Saturday  evening 
when  he  came  to  the  shop  to  make  a  purchase,  and  at  the 
same  time  helped  himself  to  the  bottle  of  pomade.  He  told 
the  detective  who  found  the  bottle  on  him  that  he  found  it, 
but  the  Mayor  imposed  a  fine  of  10s. 

Technical  Education. 

In  the  quarterly  report  of  the  Technical  Education 
Board,  submitted  to  the  London  County  Council  at  their 
weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday,  it  was  stated  that  at  the 
Battersea  Polytechnic  the  attention  of  the  governors  had 
been  specially  turned  to  the  promotion  of  courses  in  chemical 
technology,  designed  to  suit  those  engaged  in  the  chemical 
industries  of  the  district.  A  small  additional  laboratory  had 
been  provided,  suitable  for  advanced  work,  and  arrangements 
had  been  made  for  conducting  day  courses  as  well  as  even- 
ing courses.  Chemistry  was  now  being  taught  at  twenty-five 
institutions. 

Filtration  Experiments. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council,  on 
Tuesday,  the  Main  Drainage  Committee  asked  to  be  allowed 
to  spend  300/.  for  labour  and  material  in  making  experiments 
in  the  filtration  of  crude  sewage  at  the  Crossness  outfall,  and 
they  fun  her  recommended  "That  the  Council  do  sanction 
the  expenditure  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  500/.  for  the  em- 
ployment of  a  bacteriologist  in  connection  with  the  filtration 
experiments  at  Barking  and  Crossness,  and  that  the  Main 
Drainage  Committee  be  authorised  to  retain  the  services  of 
Dr.  A.  C.  Houston,  M.B.,  for  half  his  time  for  twelve  months 
for  the  purpose,  at  a  salary  of  300/.''  The  consideration  of 
the  matter  was  postponed. 

Self-doctoring  Does  Not  Pay. 

A  man  named  John  Ridler,  living  at  DulvertOD,  in  order  to 
cure  rheumatism  in  his  legs,  applied  benzoline,  which  he 
rubbed  in  and  then  held  the  limb  near  the  fire  so  that  the 
spirit  could  dry  in.  The  benzoline  at  once  became  ignited 
and  the  leg  was  badly  burned. 

A  Chemist's  Horse  Runs  Amok. 

A  horse  attached  to  a  trap  belonging  to  Mr.  C.  Bayley, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Walsall,  was  being  driven  along 
Wednesbury  Road  on  February  7,  when  it  bolted  at  a  high 
speed.  The  driver  was  thrown  out  of  the  trap,  a  boy  was 
knocked  down  in  the  street  and  injured,  and  the  runaway 
was  not  stopped  until  it  had  smashed  the  vehicle  against  an 
electric  trampost. 

The  Feeding  of  Infants. 
At  an  inquest  held  at  Kingsthorpe  on  Monday  respecting 
the  death  of  Alice  Ellen  Inwood,  nine  weeks  old,  it  was 
stated  by  the  mother  that  the  infaat  had  been  fed  on  baked 
flour  and  condensed  milk.  The  doctor  said  this  food  was 
most  improper  for  a  child,  and  the  jury  added  to  th<  r 


verdict  that  the  child  was  in  a  weak  and  emaciate  d  ci  ndidion 
through  malnutrition  from  improper  food. 

An  inquest  was  also  held  at  Maidstone  on  February  3  on 
the  body  of  a  nine  weeks'  old  chill  named  Cheeseinan 
which  died  from  exhaustion  either  caused  by  insufficient 
food  or  by  food  of  an  improper  kind.  This  infant  hail  been 
fed  on  Brighton  biscuits,  which,  the  doctor  said,  were  indi- 
gestible. 

Drug-contract. 

Coventry  City  Council  has  appointed  Messrs.  Wyleys 
(Limited),  chemists  and  druggists,  to  the  City  hospital  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

Price  of  a  Post-mortem. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Cumberland  County 
Council  on  Friday,  one  of  the  members,  Mr.  Flynn,  asked 
what  fees  were  allowed  to  medical  men  for  performing  j/i>st- 
mortem  examinations.  The  Clerk  replied  that  the  -fee  of: 
11.  Is.  was  fixed  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

Dispensary  and  Hospital  Drug  Bills. 

Appended  are  a  few  more  drug  bills  for  the  past  year.. 
Ashford  (Kent)  Cottage  Hospital  paid  30/.  Is.  Qd.  for  medi- 
cines and  44/.  18s.  Id.  for  surgical  appliances  ;  Malmesbnry 
Cottage  Hospital  spent  26/.  3s.  3d.  for  drugs  and  surgical 
appliances.  For  Market  Drayton  dispensary  4,125  prescrip- 
tions were  made  up  by  the  chemists  of  the  town.  White- 
haven and  West  Cumberland  Infirmary  1,304  new  prescriptions 
and  3,268  repeated  ones  were  dispensed.  The  bill  for  drugs 
and  surgical  appliances  at  Weymouth  Royal  Hospital  ancl 
Dispensary  amounted  to  150/.  9s.  lid. 

Illegal  Operation. 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  February  9,  George 
Walters,  Neville  Shorthouse,  both  described  as  medical  men, 
and  Francis  Wardale,  chemist,  were  indicted  for  using  an 
instrument  with  intent  to  procure  miscarriage.  Wardale 
pleaded  "Guilty,"  the  other  two  prisoners  "Not  guilty.' 
Mr.  Avory,  for  the  prosecution,  said  the  charge  was  that  they 
had  acted  together  in  combination  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  an  illegal  practice.  The  prisoner  Wardale,  at  the  time  the 
offence  was  charged,  was  carrying  on  a  chemist's  business  at 
West  Ham  Lane,  and  had  recommended  persons  to  go  tc 
Walters  when  medicines  he  had  given  failed  to  effect  its 
purpose.  AValters  had  premises  at  Waterloo  Road,  and  ad- 
vertised as  "The  Great  American  Specialist,  Dr.  Walters," 
but  was  not  a  medical  man  at  all,  having  never  qualified. 
Shorthouse  was  a  qualified  medical  practitioner,  whose  name 
hail  been  removed  from  the  Medical  Register.  At  the  time 
of  the  alleged  offence  he  was  living  in  Gower  Street,  and  it 
would  be  proved  was  constantly  in  communication  with 
Walters  at  Kennington.  Mr.  Elliott,  for  Wardale,  said  he  had 
been  led  into  temptation  by  Walters,  and  had  only  placed 
two  women  in  communication  with  him.  The  Judge 
sentenced  Walters  and  Shorthouse  to  seven  years'  penal 
servitude  each.  Wardale  was  ordered  to  be  imprisoned  foy- 
twelve  months  with  hard  labour. 

Spt.  ^Ether.  Nit.  and  Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Cassall,  F.I.C.,  public  analyst,  in  his  quarterly 
report  to  the  Kesteven  County  Council,  comments  on  three 
cases  taken  before  the  Bench  in  that  administrative  county 
in  which,  on  his  analysis,  dealers  in  sweet  nitre  were  charged 
with  selling  that  preparation  deficient  of  a  certain  per- 
centage of  the  active  principles,  but  it  being  shown  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Magistrates  that  sweet  spirits  of  nitre  was 
not  a  B.P.  preparation,  and  that  there  was  no  standard,  the  - 
summonses  were  dismissed.  Mr.  Cassall  says: — "The 
samples  in  these  cases  were  respectively  certified  to  have 
shown  80  per  cent.,  59  4  per  cent.,  and  45  9  per  cent,  of 
deficiency  in  the  amount  of  nitrous  ether  required  by  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  *n  be  present  in  spirit  of  nitrous 
ether.  In  the  [last  quarterly]  report  I  expressed  the  opinion 
that  spirit  of  nitrous  ether,  B.P.,  is  the  preparation  which  • 
should  unquestionably  be  supplied  to  a  purchaser  who  asks 
for  sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  inasmuch  as  there  is  now  no  official 
preparation  bearing  the  latter  name,  and  as  the  spirit  of 
nitrous  ether  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  is  the  modern 
representative  of  an  old  preparation  which  was  called  sweet 
spirits  of  nitre.    It  appears  that  during  the  hearing  of  these 


260 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


February  12,  1898 


cases  it  was  alleged  that  public  analysts  were  mistaken  in 
adopting  this  view,  and  it  appears  to  have  been  suggested 
that  the  active  principle  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  was  not 
known.  It  is  perfectly  obvious  that  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia the    official  publication  on  the   preparation  of 

medicines  in  this  country — lays  down  :  Nitrous  ether  is  the 
active  principle  of  spirit  of  nitrous  ether,  and  it  is  also  quite 
plain  that  nitrous  ether  must  be  taken  to  be  the  active  prin- 
ciple of  a  preparation  sold  under  the  name  of  sweet  spirit  of 
nitre. 

A  Choice  of  Causes. 

At  |an  adjournel  inquest  held  at  Nottingham  on 
February  8  on  the  child  who,  as  reported  last  week,  had 
died  at  the  Children's  Hospital,  and  respecting  whose  deatli 
various  suggestions  had  been  made,  it  was  stated  that  she  had 
taken  half  a  "  Daisy  "  powder,  the  doctor  suspected  bella- 
donna-poisoning, and  influenza  was  another  theory.  The 
borough  analyst's  certificate  showed  that  the  "  Daisy  "  powder 
was  harmless,  the  post-mortem  excluded  the  idea  of  bella- 
donna, and  the  jury  found  that  death  was  due  to  influenza. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marled  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


"  The  Lowest  Tender." 

The  Rathdown  Board  of  Guardians  have  received  a  letter 
from  Messrs.  Thacker  &  Hoffe,  wholesale  druggists,  Moles- 
worth  Street,  Dublin,  which  states  that  Sir  Henry  Cochrane, 
•one  of  the  directors  of  the  firm,  has  informed  then  that 
their  tender  for  medicine,  although  the  lowest  in  the  items 
selected,  was  not  accepted  owing  to  the  opinion  given  that 
a  certain  drug  could  not  be  supplied  at  the  price  quoted. 
This  could  not  be  overlooked  by  the  firm,  as  it  insinuated 
that  they  had  sent  in  tenders  under  false  pretences.  In 
reply,  they  wished  to  repeat  the  guarantee  in  the  letter 
which  accompanied  the  tender.  The  Chairman  said  it  was 
incumbent  on  the  Board  to  preserve  its  independence,  and 
not  to  permit  dictation  by  anyone.  They  were  bound  to  see 
that  the  drugs  supplied  were  of  proper  quality,  and  they 
were  not  bound  to  accept  the  lowest  or  any  tender.  Dr. 
Thompson  remarked  that  it  was  impossible  for  any  member 
of  the  committee  to  know  the  contractors'  names  or  samples, 
,as  they  were  marked  by  numbers  only.  The  letter  was 
•marked  "  read." 

The  Winning  Whisky 

The  North  Dublin  Guardians  are  exercised  over  the  ex- 
cessive cost  of  stimulants  prescribed  by  their  dispensary 
officer.  Dr.  Kenny,  the  apothecary,  states  that  the  increase 
of  whisky  coincides  with  a  reduction  in  the  death-rate.  One 
■Guardian  said  the  doctor  should  prescribe  medicine  which 
should  take  the  place  of  the  beverage.  Another  suggested 
tli at  a  return  of  the  cost  of  medicines  and  stimulants  for  a 
year  should  be  obtained  from  the  South  City  Union  to  com- 
pare wdth  their  own.  It  was  complained  that  the  Board  was 
dominated  by  persons  interested  in  the  drink-trade.  A 
drink-bill  of  201.  a  week  was  excessive.  No  action  was 
taken  in  the  matter. 

Druggists'  Sundries  at  a  Masked  Ball. 

At  a  bal  manque  held  last  week  in  Dublin,  in  aid  of  the  funds 
of  the  Coombe  Hospital,  some  fantastic  dresses  were  donned 
for  the  occasion  by  the  visitors.  Amongst  the  more  striking 
may  be  mentioned  Dr.  F.  Kidd's  attire,  which  consisted  of 
a  copy  of  a  well-known  picture  advertisement,  with  the  words 
"Melon's  food  for  kids."  "  Sweet  violet"  was  carried  out  in 
green  ^tulle  sprinkled  with  Parma  violets.  "  Frog  in  your 
throat"  was  clever  and  unique,  if  not  pretty.  Animated 
medicine-bottles  stalked  about,  and  a  pretty  little  lady  posed 
as  a  powder-puff.  There  were  other  equally  novel  living 
"  drug-sundries."    The  dancers  unmisked  at  midnight. 


An  Irish  Eise. 

It  was  a  Dublin  errand  boy  who  wanted  a  situation.  "  Why 
did  you  leave  your  last  place?"  asked  the  chemist.  "I 
was  getting  four  shillings  a  week,  and  then  they  made  me  an 
apprintis  and  riz  me  to  three,  so  I  left." 

Can  the  Trusses  be  Trusted  1 

The  Drogheda  Guardians  have  criticised  the  trusses  sup- 
plied by  their  contractors.  One  guardian  said  he  had  been 
told  by  a  doctor  that  one  might  as  well  wear  a  bit  of  tape  as 
the  trusses  contracted  for.  They  were  supplied  at  2s.  9d. 
each,  and  a  good  one  could  not  be  got  under  10s.  or  a  guinea. 
It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  contractor  would  give  a 
ten-shilling  truss  for  2s.  9d.  Some  hard  words  having  been 
said  about  the  contractor,  it  was  resolved  not  to  pay  the 
account  pending  a  reply  in  the  matter  from  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

Object  to  Patent  Stoppers. 

The  Dublin  mineral-water  workers  consider  that  the  use 
of  patent-stoppered  bottles  is  detrimental  to  their  trade,  and 
have  passed  a  resolution  accordingly.  They  want  corks  to  be 
used  instead  of  ball  stoppers. 

Personal. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Morris,  L.P.S.I.,  has  been  appointed  compounder 
of  medicines  to  the  Newcastle  West  Poor  Law  Union. 

Mr.  David  Stranaghan,  pharmacist  of  Messrs.  Webb's  drug 
and  chemical  concern,  Belfast,  fractured  his  right  leg  last 
week  by  falling  between  the  joists  of  some  flooring. 

The  Price  of  Water  at  Killarney. 

Messrs.  Cade  &  Sons,  mineral-water  manufacturers, 
Killarney,  have  notified  the  Commissioners  of  that  town  that 
if  the  charge  for  a  supply  of  water  to  their  factory  is  raised, 
as  threatened,  they  will  close  up  their  concern. 

Risks  of  Public  Spirit. 

Messrs.  J.  &  G.  Boyd,  druggists,  Limerick,  have  been  pro- 
cessed at  the  Limerick  Quarter  Sessions  by  the  widow  of  a 
solicitor  for  Ql.  10s.  3d.,  professional  fees  in  respect  of  the 
Defunct  Traders'  Association,  which  Mr.  Halliday,  repre- 
sentative of  the  defendants,  organised.  Messrs.  Boyd  denied 
liability,  but  the  Judge  gave  a  decree  against  them  for  the 
full  amount. 

Selecting  a  Dispensary  Officer. 

The  villagers  of  Murrol,  co.  Limerick,  had  to  elect  a  dis- 
pensary officer  to  the  local  Union  last  week.  There  were  five 
candidates,  and  each  had  his  supporters.  This  meant  that 
sixty  police  and  some  cavalry  had  to  be  drafted  into  the 
place  to  put  the  election  through.  The  parish  clergyman, 
who  presided,  at  first  declined  to  vote,  but,  wTarming  up  as 
the  contest  proceeded,  took  his  part  in  making  the  final 
round  a  tie  between  two  local  doctors,  remarking  that  this 
would  give  another  day  for  his  evicted  nominee  who  had 
been  "knocked  out"  in  the  first  round.  The  election 
accordingly  fell  through. 

Mineral-water  Bottles. 

In  the  Dublin  Police  Court  on  February  7,  eight  local 
traders — mineral-water  manufacturers  and  druggists — were 
prosecuted  by  the  Dublin  Mineral-water  Manufacturers'  As- 
sociation (Limited)  for  using  bottles  branded  with  names 
other  than  their  own.  The  defendants  were — The  Artesian 
Mineral-water  Company  (Limited),  John  Egan  &  Sons,  Ed. 
Taylor,  John  D'Arcy  (druggist),  the  Dublin  National  Mineral- 
water  Company,  P.  Foley,  George  Twinem  (druggist),  and 
W.  A.  Twinem  (druggist).  For  the  prosecution  it  was  stated 
that  considerable  correspondence  had  passed  between  some 
of  the  defendants  and  the  Association,  and  promise  after 
promise  was  given  to  discontinue  the  use  of  other  manufac- 
turers' bottles,  but  these  were  not  kept.  On  behalf  of 
the  defendants  it  was  submitted  that  the  manufacturers 
and  not  the  Association  should  prosecute,  but  this  was 
answered  by  the  statement  that  all  the  members  of  the 
Association  were  manufacturers.  Evidence  having  been 
given,  the  cases  were  tent  forward  for  trial  at  the  Quarter 
Sessions. 
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jfrcncb  IFlews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Housebreakers  found  their  way  one  afternoon  recently 
into  the  rooms  of  M.  Penot,  a  pharmacy  student,  at  9  rue 
de  l'Abbe-Gregoire,  Paris.  They  broke  open  the  furniture, 
and  got  away  with  4,000f.  (1601.)  in  cash. 

Assay  of  the  Haloids. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Paris  Academy  of  Sciences,  M.  A.  Carnot,  assistant- director 
of  the  Paris  School  of  Mines,  explained  a  new  method  for 
separating  and  assaying  iodine,  bromine,  and  chlorine  in  a 
mixture  of  haloid  salts.  The  salts  in  solution  are  in  a 
lightly-stoppered  glass  bottle,  provider!  with  a  small  glass 
tap.  The  iodine  is  liberated  by  the  action  of  nitro-sulphuric 
acid.  It  is  collected  in  carbon  bisulphide,  and  titrated 
with  hyposulphite  of  sodium.  The  bromine  is  set  free  by 
sulphuric  acid  and  bichromate  by  being  heated  up  to  100° 
C.  in  a  closed  vessel.  When  cold,  the  liquid  is  agitated 
with  carbon  bisulphide,  which  dissolves  the  bromine,  which 
is  then  made  to  react  with  iodide  of  potassium,  and  the 
bromine  is  measured  by  the  quantity  of  liberated  iodine.  The 
chlorine,  which  has  not  been  affected  by  the  preceding  tests, 
is  calculated  volumetrically  by  nitrate  of  silver. 

"A  National  Office  for  Foreign  Commerce,  and 
for  the  approval  of  the  Convention  agreed  upon  between  the 
Government  and  the  Paris  Chamber  of  Commerce,"  is  pro- 
vided for  by  a  Bill  passed  ten  days  ago  by  the  French 
Chamber  of  Deputies.  It  is  understood  that  the  "  Office " 
will  be  a  general-information  department  for  the  Paris 
export-trade,  and  it  is  hoped  it  will  foster  the  foreign  trade 
of  this  country.  The  management  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
selected  members  of  the  French  Chambers  of  Commerce, 
with  the  Minister  of  Commerce  for  the  time  being  as  Pre- 
sident. It  is  proposed  to  collect  and  classify  for  easy  refer- 
ence information  concerning  foreign  trade,  which  French 
diplomatic  agents  and  Consuls  will  provide.  The  "  Office  " 
will  have  as  its  special  organ  the  Monxtewr  Officiel  du  Com- 
merce. The  Government  here  is  to  provide  a  subsidy  of 
about  3.000Z.  annually,  and  the  Paris  Chamber  of  Commerce 
undertakes  to  provide  suitable  premises  for  offices  in  a 
central  position  near  the  Stock  Exchange. 

The  Season  on  the  Riviera. — I  had  occasion  to  visit 
the  South  of  France  a  few  days  ago,  and  found  that  the 
season  there  is  now  in  full  swing,  though  the  mildness  of 
the  winter  in  Northern  Europe  retarded  the  arrival  of 
visitors.  At  Nice  things  seemed  very  animated.  The  hotels 
were  reported  full,  and  the  numerous  villa  residents  were 
well  in  evidence.  Nice  holds  its  own  without  difficulty  as 
the  most  prosperous  of  the  Riviera  resorts.  My  friends 
amongst  the  English  chemists  in  the  town  had  nothing 
specially  new  to  report.  They  anticipate  an  average  season's 
trade,  and  that  is  all.  I  find  that  they  all  take  an  interest 
in  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  which  Mr.  Nicholls  is 
a  prominent  member.  Cannes  I  found  to  be  very  quiet,  and 
apparently  in  a  slightly  stagnant  state;  there  are  no  evidences 
there  of  progress  or  development.  Mentone  struck  me  as 
being  fairly  full  of  English  people,  though  not  perhaps  of 
the  wealthy  class.  While  I  was  calling  on  the  "  Chemist  to 
the  Queen,"  in  the  avenue  Felix  Faure,  two  English  ladies 
came  to  ask  for  information  about  lodgings  ;  they  were  duly 
enlightened,  and  left  with  promises  of  future  custom.  I  had 
also  occasion  to  visit  the  pleasant  winter  station  of  Saint 
Raphael,  situate  between  Hyeres  and  Cannes.  Its  winter 
population  seems  to  be  on  the  increase,  and  I  was  informed 
that  Valescure,  one  of  its  suburbs,  is  being  developed  by  an 
English  company,  the  initial  steps  being  an  English  church 
and  a  pharmacy,  without  both  of  which  it  is  well  recognised 
on  the  Continent  sustained  British  patronage  cannot  be  hoped 
for.  I  learned  that  M.  Maccabelli,  of  the  "  British  Phar- 
macy "  at  St.  Raphael,  is  dead,  the  business  being  carried 
on  temporarily  by  his  widow,  with  the  assistance  of  a  qualified 
manager,  as  French  law  permits. 

Pharmaceutical  Trade-marks.— It  is  generally  known 
that  medicines  cannot  be  patented  in  France,  but  that  the 
names  of  these,  if  otherwise  suitable,  can  be  registered  as  trade- 
marks. It  is  also  generally  known  that  M.  Petit,  the  well- 
known  President  of  the  General  Association  of  the 
Pharmacists  of  France,  holds  strong  views  in  regard  to  the 
emi-monopoly  thus  secured.    He  considers  that]  proprietor- 


ship in  the  name  of  a  medicament  or  chemical  producS 
should  not  be  tolerated,  though  he  has  no  objection  to  trade- 
marks for  special  products  when  the  object  is  merely  that  a 
maker  may  distinguish  his  own  preparation  from  those  of 
competitors.    M.  Petit  also  objects  to  the  fact  that  anyone, 
whether  a  qualified  pharmacist  or  not,  can  register  as  a  trade- 
mark the  name  of  a  new  pharmaceutical  preparation.  He 
objects  that  the  public  should  be  made  to  pay  four  or  five 
times  more  for  a  preparation  because  it  is  sold  under  a 
registered  name  than  the  same  thing  could  be  obtained  for 
under  its  scientific  denomination.    He  has  tried  to  get  the 
law  altered,  but  has  not  yet  succeeded.    But  he  has  brought 
the  matter  prominently  forward  by  figuring  as  the  defendant 
in  a  law-suit.    A  customer  who  asked  in  his  pharmacy  in  the 
rue  Favart  for  exalgine  was  supplied  with  methylacetanilide, 
which  is  the  chemical  and  scientific  name  of  the  same 
product.    MM.  Brigonnet  &  Naville,  the  proprietors  and 
makers  of  exalgine,  hearing  of  the  incident,  brought  an  action 
Judgment  was  given  against  M.  Petit,  and  he  was  con- 
demned to  pay  the  plaintiffs  lOOf.  (4£.)  as  damages.  The 
summing  up  of  the  Judge  may  be  briefly  summarised  as- 
follows: — "MM.  Brigonnet  &  Naville  have  the  exclusive 
property  of  the  name  'Exalgine'  as  applied  to  a  chemical1 
product  of  which  they  have  the  speciality,  but  M.  Petit  sells 
in  his  pharmacy  to  customers  who  ask  for  exalgine  a 
preparation  which  is  not  manufactured  by  MM.  Brigonnet 
&  Naville.     The  defendant  contends  that  the  article  sold 
by  him  is  methylacetanilide,  and  the  same  thing  as  exalgine, 
the  plaintiffs  merely  having  the  property  of  the  latter  name. 
The  defendant  would  have  committed  an  illicit  act  had  he 
allowed  his  customer  to  suppose  that  in  supplying  methyl- 
acetanilide  he  gave   the  product  manufacture!  by  the 
plaintiffs,  or  if  he  had  called  his  own  product  exalgine.  But 
he  did  neither,  having  taken  the  necessary  precautions  to 
prevent  a  misunderstanding.    Consequently  MM.  Brigonnet 
&  Naville's  application  that  M.  Petit  should  be  prevented 
from  selling  methylacetanilide  must  be  rejected.    But,  on 
the  other  hand,  as  the  plaintiffs  have  the  sole  right  to  sell 
exalgine  as  such,  it  is  the  defendant's  duty  to  reply  that  he 
does  not  manufacture  it  or  does  not  keep  it,  and  he  can  only 
supply  methylacetanilide,  after  informing  the  buyer  that  the 
product  sold  is  not  exalgine  as  asked  for.    This  he  cannot 
prove  was  done,  and  consequently  he  committed  an  illegal 
act,  which  entitles  the  plaintiff  to  damages."    M.  Petit  says- 
he  took  every  precaution  to  prevent  any  semblance  of  imita- 
tion in  matters  of  bottles,  labels,  &c,  and  he  intends  to  appeal. 


Fire  at  Wholesale  Druggists'. — At  an  early  hour  on- 
Thursday  morning  a  fire  broke  out  on  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Willows,  Francis,  Butler  &  Thompson,  wholesale  druggists,. 
101  High  Holborn,  W.C.,  and  did  a  considerable  amount  of 
damage.  Our  representative  called,  and  found  a  portion  of 
the  premises  completely  burnt  out.  From  information' 
supplied  by  Mr.  Thompson,  we  learn  that  all  was  apparently 
well  on  Wednesday  night,  when  one  of  the  partners  made  the 
usual  round  of  inspection  last  thing,  and  that  the  fire  was 
discovered  by  a  policeman  at  ten  minutes  to  3.  The  damage 
is,  of  course,  covered  by  insurance.  The  firm  are 
fortunate  in  having  a  short  while  ago  purchased  large 
premises  at  78  and  80  York  Road,  King's  Cross,  intending  to 
move  there  later  on  in  the  year,  and  from  these  premises 
are  able  to  execute  orders  and  continue  their  business  with 
less  interruption  than  would  otherwise  have  been  the  case. 

Spurious  "Pink  Pills." — A  case  was  tried  at  Montreal 
on  January  24,  in  which  H.  E  Migner  was  prosecuted  for 
selling  a  pill  which  he  represented  as  being  the  same  as  Dr. 
Williams'  Pink  Pills.  The  matter  was  taken  up  by  the  Dr. 
Williams'  Medicine  Company,  who  were  soon  enabled  to 
collect  sufficent  evidence  to  warrant  the  arrest  of  Migner 
on  a  charge  of  obtaining  money  under  false  pretences. 
Counsel  for  the  prosecutors  said  his  clients  did  not  wish  to 
press  for  severe  punishment  this  time ;  they  only  wished  to 
establish  the  fact  that  representing  a  pill  to  be  the  same  as 
Dr.  Williams'  Pink  Pills  was  a  crime  which  made  the  per- 
petrator liable  to  imprisonment.  On  the  first  charge  the 
judge  imposed  a  sentence  of  ten  days,  with  the  option  of  a 
fine,  and  in  the  other  case  a  sentence  of  two  days  imprison- 
ment without  the  option  of  a  fine.  This  decision  seems  to 
establish  the  principle  that  those  who  sell  imitations  repre- 
senting them  to  be  "  the  same  as  "  Dr.  Williams'  Pink  Pills  are 
liable  under  the  criminal  code,  which  is  in  force  all  over  Canada. 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  3relant>. 


THE  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  on 
February  2  at  Dublin.  Present :  Mr.  R.  J.  Downes 
■(President).  Mr.  Beggs  (Vice-President),  Mr.  Grindley 
(Hon.  Treasurer),  and  Messrs.  Bernard,  Conyngham,  Hayes, 
Kelly,  and  Wells,  Professor  Tichborne,  and  Dr.  Walsh. 

The  Society  and  the  Parliamentary  Election. 

The  President  made  a  statement  as  to  the  action  he 
■took  on  the  occasion  of  the  recent  election  of  a  member  of 
f  arliarrent  for  St.  Stephen's  Green  division  of  the  city  of 
Dublin.  He  said  that,  thinking  the  opportunity  a  legitimate 
one  for  bringing  pressure  on  the  candidates,  it  at  first 
•occurred  to  him  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  pharmaceutical 
electors  to  take  place  there;  but,  as  some  members  of  the 
C  mncil  expressed  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  holding  a 
political  meeting  in  the  Society's  house,  after  consultation 
with  the  Law  Committee  he  decided  to  take  a  different 
course.  Accordingly  he  sent  an  identical  letter  to  each  of 
the  two  candidates.  He  received  a  reply  from  Mr.  Campbell 
on  the  Monday  before  the  election,  stating  that  he  would 
meet  them  ;  and  accordingly,  on  the  following  day,  he  (the 
President),  Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  Grindley,  and  Mr.  Kelly  had  an 
interview  with  Mr.  Campbell.  They  found  that  that  gentle- 
man thoroughly  knew  their  requirements,  having  been 
•engaged  as  counsel  both  for  and  against  them  in  cases  which 
they  had  had  in  the  law  courts;  and  he  promised  that  he 
would  give  them  every  support  that  he  could  in  any  legisla- 
tion that  they  should  deem  it  necessary  to  promote.  He 
suggested  tte  introduction  of  a  Bill  to  amend  their  existing 
Acts;  but,  as  it  was  likely  that  the  Companies  Act  would 
become  the  subject  of  discussion  in  the  ensuing  session  of 
Parliament,  the  members  of  the  Council  thought  it  better  to 
ask  Mr.  Campbell  to  watch  that  event,  with  a  view  to  intro- 
ducing amendments  in  the  Society's  favour,  if  possible.  Mr. 
Campbell  promised  to  give  them  every  assistance  he  could 
in  that  way.  Under  those  circumstances  he  (the  President) 
addressed  the  following  circular- letter  to  the  pharmaceutical 
electors :  — 

Dear  Sir, — Acting  on  the  advice  of  the  members  of  the  Law 
Committee,  I  wrote  to  the  two  Parliamentary  candidates  for  the 
St.  Stephen's  Green  Division,  asking  them  to  afford  an  interview 
for  the  purpose  of  laying  before  them  the  difficulties  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  and  to  solicit  their  support  in 
any  legislation  which  may  offer.  Mr.  Campbell  has  received  a 
deputation  this  evening,  and  fully  understands  and  appreciates 
our  difficulties,  and  has  promised  us  his  assistance  in  any  oppor 
fcuuity  which  occurs.  Count  Plunkett  has  not  replied  to  our 
request.  Yours  truly, 

R.  J.  Downes, 

President. 

Reply  to  Sir  George  Duffey's  Comments. 
The  following  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Privy  Council,  containing  the  views  of  the  Council  of  the 
'dociety  upon  the  last  report  of  Sir  George  Duffey,  the  Visitor 
of  the  Examinations,  was  discussed  and  agreed  to  :  — 

February  4. 

Sir— In  reply  to  your  letter  of  December  20  last,  transmitting 
•copy  of  report  by  Sir  George  Duffey,  M.D.,  upon  the  pharma- 
ceutical   examinations    held    during    the    past    year,    I   am  i 
directed  by  the  President  and  Council  to  make  the  following 
observations  : — 

Preliminary  Examination. 
As  regards  these  examinations,  the  Council  had  them  under 
consideration  prior  to  the  receipt  of  the  Visitor's  report,  and  have 
directed  me  to  transmit  herewith,  for  his  Excellency's  approval, 
■copy  of  a  resolution,  which  they  hope  will  accomplish  the  desired 
improvements.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  many  of  the 
candidates  commence  at  the  business  with  such  knowledge  as 
<fchey  obtain  from  an  elementary  school,  and  it  is  not  until  they 
.have  spent  some  time  at  the  business  that  they  discover  the 
•necessity  for  anything  more  than  the  most  elementary  education. 
They  then  apply  themselves  to  acquire  sufficient  knowledge  to 
-pass  the  examination.  This  must  always  occasion  bad  results, 
-and  account?  for  the  large  percentage  of  failures  ;  and  my  Council 
•cannot  but  admire  the  perseverance  of  those  who  present  them- 
selves repeatedly  for  re-examination. 


The  original  percentages  were  fixed  with  the  desire  of  not 
making  the  examination  too  high,  or  a  mere  obstruction  . to  prevent 
the  youth  of  the  country  coming  into  the  business;  but  as  the 
Society  ages,  it  is  expected  that  the  licentiates  in  business  will  be 
more  careful  in  the  selection  of  apprentices,  and  will  require  a 
better  education,  as  a  condition  of  service.  As  regards  the  op- 
tional subjects — these  were  put  in  in  order  that  the  candidate 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  increasing  his  pass-marks  by  a 
subject,  not  compulsory,  which  he  might  consider  himself  profi- 
cient in,  and,  also,  as  a  proof  of  a  liberal  education — not  as  an 
additional  burden.  The  maximum  and  the  minimum  percentage 
pass-marks  required  in  it,  and  in  algebra  and  geometry,  indicate 
j  that  the}-  were  not  to  be  "  sticking  subjects,"  and  although  Latin 
is  also  a  20-per  cent,  pass-subject,  its  "  maximum  "  is  double  that 
of  the  other  20-per-cent.  subjects,  while  the  50-per-cent.  pass- 
subjects  have  higher  "  maximums."  This,  however,  is  now  re- 
commended to  be  changed.  The  Council  fully  appreciate  your 
Visitor's  remarks  on  the  whole  of  this  examination,  and  the  de- 
'  sirability  of  requiring  more  than  a  superficial  knowledge  of  the 
subjects. 

Liccnc*  Examination. 

Your  Visitor's  opinion  that  "  there  should  be  a  limit  to  the 
number  of  times  a  candidate  is  permitted  to  go  up  for  examina- 
tion," is  not  shared  in  by  my  Council,  and  when  they  consider 
the  length  of  time  spent  at  the  business  under  the  supervision  of 
a  qualified  head,  they  think  it  would  be  arbitrary  to  exclude  one 
who  still  hopes  that,  after  another  six  months,  and  more  study,  he 
would  be  able  to  pass.  Many  fail  from  over-cramming,  and  others 
fail  with  the  examiner  who  are  good  men  at  the  counter.  The 
importance  of  requiring  a  higher  standard  for  Latin  in  the  Pre- 
liminary examination  has  long  been  forced  on  the  Council  by 
the  gross  ignorance,  as  your  Visitor  remarks,  exhibited  in 
the  prescription-reading  portion  of  the  examination,  and  as 
more  attention  is  being  paid  to  this  portion  of  the  Licence 
examination,  it  is  hoped  that  candidates  will  themselves  recognise 
its  value,  and  give  it  sufficient  attention.  The  Council  are  con- 
sidering recommendations  by  their  examiner  in  chemistry,  and 
hope  to  frame  regulations  for  his  Excellency's  approval,  which  will 
give  better  results. 

Our  chemistry  school,  and  materia  medica  and  botany  classes, 
have  done  much  for  the  benefit  of  candidates  preparing  for  our 
examinations ;  but  all  candidates  have  not  the  advantage  of 
residence  in  Dublin  to  enable  them  to  attend  these  classes.  This 
emphasises  the  want  of  technical  education  in  the  country. 

I  am,  &c, 

Arthur  Ferrall, 

Registrar. 

Correspondence  with  an  Examiner. 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  Doran,  one  of 
the  Society's  examiners  : — 

December  7,  1897. 
Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt 
of  your  instruction  from  the  Registrar,  that,  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  "  the  School  Committee,"  I  should  examine  on  the  recog- 
nition of  the  chemical  substances  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  as  laid 
down  in  the  regulations,  a  marked  copy  of  which  was  enclosed. 
In  reply  to  this  I  beg  to  point  out  that  the  recognition  of  a 
definite  substance  may  be  accomplished  by  considering  either  its 
physical  or  its  chemical  characters  ;  the  former  belongs  rather  to 
the  province  of  materia  medica  or  practical  pharmacy,  and  is  at 
best  uncertain.  The  latter  is  the  only  method  considered  sufficient 
by  the  scientific  chemist,  and  is  carried  out  in  our  examination 
in  the  only  feasible  place— i.e.,  the  exercises  set  in  qualitative 
analysis  at  the  bench.  The  further  underlined  passage  which 
reads: — "To  describe  the  processes  by  which  they  are  obtained  " 
— will  be  found  in  reference  to  our  questions,  both  oral  and 
written,  to  have  had  our  full  attention.  We  have  no  objection  to 
examine  on  recognition  by  physical  characters  when  such  recog- 
nition is  clearly  required  by  the  syllabus,  but  at  the  same  time  it 
may  be  pointed  out  that  it  is  highly  undesirable  to  add  what  is, 
speaking  from  a  chemical  standpoint,  unessential  when  so  little 
time  is  available  for  really  important  matters. 

I  remain,  &c, 

Arthur  L.  Doran. 

The  following  reply  was  ordered  to  be  given : — 

Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  of  December  7  last,  replying  to  mine  of 
November  19,  has  been  carefully  considered  by  the  President  and 
Council ;  and,  in  reply,  I  am,  to  state  that  they  are  unable  to  alter 
the  "  instruction  "  referred  to.  The  expression  "Pharmaceutical 
and  General  Chemistry  "  is  used  in  the  Act  (section  21),  and  is 
followed  by  the  regulations,  and  the  subjects  expected  to  be  pre- 
pared for  the  examination  are  specified  by  said  regulations.  The 
Council  expect  that  the  judgment  of  the  examiner  will  keep  him 
within  the  reasonable  limits.  I  am,  &c, 

Arthur  T.  Ferrall. 
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CHEMISTRY  AT  THE  EXAMINATION'. 

Th"!  following  report  on  the  chemical  section   of  the 
.Licen  :e  examination  was  received  from  Mr.  Doran:— 

Daeemb3r  7,  1897. 

"MR  Pbesident  axd  Gentlemen, — Having  now  had  con- 
siderable experience  during  a  period  extending  from  July, 
189*,  to  the  present  date,  of  the  conditions  that  obtain  and 
the  candidates  that  present  themselves  at  the  quarterly  examina- 
tions held  for  granting  the  Licence  of  our  Society,  I  beg  to 
-submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  general  and  special 
wemarks  concerning  them  : — 

The  Syllabus— Under  this  heading  it  is  usual  to  issue  for 
most  modern  examinations  a  synopsis  of  the  subjects  with  which 
"the  candidate  is  expected  to  prove  himself  familiar,  such 
synopsis  being  primarily  intended  for  his  (the  candidate's) 
benefit  and  guidance.  That  issued  under  the  heading  "  General 
.-and  Pharmaceutical  Chemistry  "  in  the  Calendar  is  quite  useless 
for  this  purpose,  as  it  is  not  possible  to  attach  definite  meaning 
•or  set  limits  to  its  few  condensed  sentences.  The  very  title, 
:l  General  and  Pharmaceutical  Chemistry"  is  open  to  grave 
■objection  as  tautological,  unless  to  the  phrase  "  Pharmaceutical 
Chemistry "  a  conventional  meaning  be  attached  equivalent  to 
■"  the  chemistry  of  the  processes  and  reactions  contained  in  the 
"British  Pharmacopoeia." 

Another  objection  to  this  section  of  the  regulations  will  be 
found  dealt  with  elsewhere  in  a  separate  report  made  touching  a 
recent  instruction  received  at  the  recommendation  of  "  the  School 
■■Committee." 

The  Candidates. — So  far  during  our  tenure  of  office  notable  varia- 
tion has  taken  place  in  the  average  answering  of  the  candidates, 
-save  in  so  far  as  that  the  simple  arithmetical  problems  habitually 
-set,  with  the  obligation  to  attempt  solution,  are  now  answered 

■  correctly  by  a  fair  percentage,  instead  of  quite  exceptionally  as  at 
first.   It  is  still  very  much  to  be  regretted  that,  with  a  few  brilliant 

•exceptions  from  time  to  time,  the  candidates  know  next  to 
nothing  of  the  great  leading  principles  of  chemical  science,  and 
■that  rejections,  or  a  very  low  scoring  in  the  theoretical  portions  . 

■  of  this  subject  by  those  who  have  obtained  exceptionally  high 
marks  in  the  practical  section,  is  of  much  too  frequent  occurrence, 
•and  points  to  radical  defects  in  training  and  preparation. 

The  requirements  of  the  practical  examinations  as  they  have 
%een  evolved  and  set,  by  use  and  wont  rather  than  by  the  meagre 
.-and  ill-defined  syllabus,  unfortunately  favour  this  state  of  affairs, 
■and  lead  to  an  artisan-like  knowledge  of  analysis  without  a 
"thorough,  or,  in  some  cases,  any  knowledge  whatever  of  the 
underlying  principles  and  scientific  facts  on  which  the  accuracy 
of  such  work  depends.  This  has  been  repeatedly  proved  by  the 
inability  of  the  candidates  to  explain  the  various  tests  which 
ihabitually  they  use  in  the  laboratory  to  get  out  their  results. 

It  is  not  within  my  own  cognisance,  but  I  am  informed  that  the 
■compulsory  course  of  one  hundred  working  hours  at  the  bench 
'has  resulted  in  a  marked  improvement  in  the  practical  work 
subsequent  to  such  enactment  coming  into  force. 

This  very  naturally  suggests  that  a  similar  course  should  be 
taken  with  regard  to  the  theoretical  work  which  is  so  much  the 
more  important  of  the  two  sections,  as  the  examination  now 
■stands— i.e.,  with  a  practical  half,  capable  of  being  satisfied  by 
■very  nearly  purely  mechanical  work,  not  involving  thought  and 
.application  of  first  principles.  To  this  point  we  shall  return  in  a 
■subsequent  section.    (Vide  "  General  Remarks"). 

The  Examination,  as  it  is  at  present  of  necessity  conducted, 
•cannot  be  considered  quite,  or  even  approximately  satisfactory ; 
■the  common  fault  of  practically  all  modern  examinations,  undue 
condensation,  is  felt  somewhat  acutely  by  both  candidates  and 
■examiner — one  day  only  is  considered  sufficient  for  testing  the 
'knowledge  of  chemistry  supposed  to  have  been  acquired  over  a 
/period  of  years,  and  hence  it  has  become  necessary  to  disturb 
men  "  while  at  their  theoretical  paper  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  the  Council  that  the  viva  voce  portion  of  this  examina- 
tion should  be  retained,  a  section  which  we  are  convinced  is  on 
the  whole  unfair  to  the  average  candidate  unless  an  unlimited 
=amount  of  time  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  examiner.    The  provision 
Triad  e  for  the  practical  work  is  now  in  a  very  efficient  state  up  to 
the  number  for  which  there  are  sets  of  apparatus  and  reagents. 
But  these  being  limited  it  is  not  possible  to  examine  more  than 
■eight  men  in  one  "  batch,"  giving  each  one  full  facilities  for  his 
-work.    This  entails  in  many  instances  the  duplication  with  altera- 
tion of  the  practical  examination.    It  is  therefore  desirable  that 
as  soon  as  the  forthcoming  "  Pharmacopoeia "  is  available  for 
reference,  the  means  for  conducting  the  practical  work  should  be 
brought  into  line  with  the  new  requirements,  and  on  a  scale  to 
suit  average  examination  attendances.    We  also  desire  to  point 
out  that  the  obligation  to  prepare  practical  work  for  those  candi- 
dates, who,  having  entered,  fail  to  put  in  an  appearance  without 
valid  excuse,  leads  to  useless  labour  and  loss  of  materials ;  and 
should  be  discouraged  by  the  Council.    In  conclusion  of  this 
section  of  report  we  beg  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  inadequate 
ventilation,  absence  of  blinds,  and  unsatisfactory  fume  cupboard 


in  the  laboratory ;  all  of  which  items  we  respectfully  urge  it  is 
desirable  to  have  put  in  a  condition  creditable  to  the  Society. 

General  Remarks  on  the  Licence  Examination. — In  finishing 
our  report  we  beg  to  offer  some  suggestions  of  improvement,  not 
only  as  your  examiner,  but  also  as  a  member  of  the  Society  and 
desirous  of  its  welfare.  Chiefly,  we  would  like  to  see  the  exami- 
national system  completely  altered,  after  the  best  models  obtain- 
able, and  made  much  more  thorough,  though  not  necessarily 
more  complex  than  at  present ;  in  the  doing  of  which  we  think 
that  it  ought  never  to  be  lost  sight  of  that  the  undergraduates  of 
the  Society,  so  to  speak,  can  ill  afford,  as  a  rule,  the  time  and 
money  necessary  for  extensive  compulsory  courses,  and  in  advo- 
cating a  higher  standard,  particularly  in  my  own  subject,  it  must 
be  clearly  understood  that  we  do  so  subject  to  such  altered  con- 
ditions as  will  compensate  the  student  and  enable  him  to  com- 
plete his  curriculum  without  an  unfair  strain  on  his  resources. 
To  this  end  we  would  suggest  that  the  Examination  for  Licence 
be  split  into  two  sections  of  allied  subjects,  and  permit  the  candi- 
dates to  present  themselves  in  botany  and  chemistry  at  one  time, 
and  in  materia  medicaand  pharmacy  at  some  subsequent  time. 

It  would  thus  be  possible  to  get  the  more  purely  scientific 
portions  of  his  work,  including  compulsory  theoretical  and  prac- 
tical courses  at  recognised  schools,  over  at  one  stage,  leaving  him 
free  to  concentrate  on  the  more  purely  officinal  sections  for  the 
final  test,  and  to  apply  to  these  later  studies  the  principles  and 
practice  acquired  in  the  former.  The  foregoing  suggestion  for 
reform  may  appear  to  some  to  be  of  too  sweeping  a  character ; 
they  are  advanced  here  as  sound  in  theory,  not  unprecedented  in 
the  practice  of  other  examining  bodies,  and  on  the  whole  as  one 
of  the  few  ways  in  which  the  status  of  the  Irish  pharmaceutical 
chemist  may  be  raised,  an  object  of  great  moment  to  all  of  us. 

I  remain,  &c, 

Arthur  L.  Doran 

The  following  reply  was  orclerji  to  be  given  to  Mr. 
Doran : — 

February  \. 

Deab  Sib, —  Yorr  report,  dated  the  7th  December  last, 
on  the  Chemical  Section  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Licence 
examination,  with  some  general  suggestions  regarding  that 
examination  as  a  whole,  has  been  carefully  considered  by  the 
President  and  Council.  With  regard  to  the  paragraph  headed 
"  The  Examination,"  I  am  to  remark  that,  as  to  "  the  undue  con- 
densation "  which  is  felt  by  the  candidate  and  examiner,  the 
Council  consider  that  the  omission  of  the  viva  voce  would 
be  a  greater  condensation  ;  while,  owing  to  the  various  tempera- 
ments of  the  candidates,  it  is  considered  that  the  viva  voce  portion 
may  be  an  important  help  to  a  candidate  who  may  not  be  able  to 
express  his  views  on  paper.  Increased  sets  of  bottles,  &c,  for  the 
Examiner  are  ordered  to  be  procured  to  accommodate  twenty 
candidates.  The  other  subjects  of  your  report  have  been  con- 
sidered, but  cannot  be  dealt  with  at  present. 
I  am,  &c, 

Abthub  J.  Feeball,  Registrar. 

Company  Pharmacy. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  J.  C.  Mc Walter  in  reference  to 
the  resolution  which  was  passed  at  the  last  annual  meeting 
of  the  Society  relative  to  company  pharmacy.  This  letter 
was  published  in  a  December  issue  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist. 

In  the  course  of  discussion,  it  was  observed  that  Dr. 
Mc  Walter's  letter  had  been  published  before  it  was  received, 
and  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  course  was  scant  courtesy 
to  the  Council. 

The  letter  was  referred  to  the  Law  Committee. 

Marking  at  the  Preliminary. 

On  the  reading  of  a  report  from  the  School  Commitee, 
The  President  moved  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  for 
the  readjustment  of  the  system  of  marking  at  the  Pre- 
liminary examination.  Originally,  the  first  clause  of  the 
resolution  was  that  in  future  the  examination  should  occupy 
two  days ;  but,  in  deference  to  the  views  of  the  examiners 
(Dr.  Tweedy  and  Mr.  Sparkhall  Brown),  the  committee  had 
altered  their  recommendation,  and  what  he  (the  President) 
proposed  now  was  that  the  subjects  of  arithmetic  and  weights 
and  measures  should  be  bracketed  together,  and  that  those 
of  algebra  and  geometry  should  be  bracketed  together, 
whilst  separate  marks  should  be  given  for  each  of  those 
subjects. 

MR.  Wells:  That  means  cutting  down  the  number  of 
questions  in  each  of  the  bracketed  subjects  from  six  to 
three. 

The  above  clauses  of  the  resolution  were  agreed  to. 

The  President  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following 
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clauses,  which  were  seconded  by  Mr.  "Wells,  and  agreed  to. 
Resolved  : — 

Preliminary  Examination. — That  the  regulation  as  to  marking 
be  altered  to  read  as  follows : — 

In  each  of  the  following  subjects,  and  their  sub-divisions,  a 
candidate  must  obtain  50  per  cent.— viz.  (1)  English,  (2)  Latin,  (3) 
Chemistry,  (4)  arithmetic,  (5)  the  British  and  metrical  systems  of 
weights  and  measures,  40  per  cent,  in  each  of  the  other  subjects, 
and  50  per  cent,  on  the  entire  course,  to  enable  him  to  pass.  In 
awarding  marks,  spelling  and  the  quality  of  the  handwriting  will 
be  taken  into  account. 

That  the  marking  in  the  sub-divisions  shall  be  as  follows: — 
Latin  translation,  10 ;  parsing,  10  ;  English  (composition  and 
grammar),  15  ;  dictation,  10 ;  arithmetic,  10  ;  weights  and  measures, 
10  ;  algebra,  5  ;  geometry,  5  ;  chemistry,  15 ;  optional  subject,  10. 

In  sub-dividing  the  subjects  for  examination,  the  Examiner 
shall  maintain  in  each  sub-division  the  minimum  percentage 
alopted  by  this  Council  for  the  subject  of  which  it  is  a  sub- 
division. 

At  this  point  Mr.  Conyngham  retired. 

There  remained  for  consideration  three  other  clauses  of 
the  resolution,  and  also  some  elections  and  nominations  ; 
bat,  on  account  of  a  quorum  of  members  ceasing  to  be 
present,  these  matters  could  not  be  dealt  with. 


(^plaining  %  pbarmaru  gill  to  ait 

ON  Thursday,  February  3,  a  deputation  from  the  Exeter 
Association  of  Chemists  and  Druggists  waited  on  Sir 
Stafford  Northcote,  M.P.,  to  ask  him,  as  the  member  for  the 
city,  to  support  the  Pharmacy  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  1898, 
in  Parliament.  The  deputation  consisted  of  Mr.  D.  Reid 
(President  of  the  local  Association),  Mr.  J.  Hinton  Lake 
(local  Secretary  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society),  and  Mr. 
P.  F.  Rowsell  (Hon.  Secretary  of  the  local  Association). 

Mr.  Lake  first  gave  Sir  S.  Northcote  a  concise  history  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  explained  to  him  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  fact  that  men,  when  qualified,  did  not 
generally  go  forward  to  the  higher  examination,  only  about 
one-third  of  the  craft  were  included  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  It  had  been  thought,  in  order  to  consolidate  the 
Society,  that  it  would  be  desirable  that  all  those  who  were 
chemists  and  druggists  should  be  eligible  to  be  members  of 
the  Society,  and  to  sit  on  the  Council  of  the  Society. 

Sir  S.  Northcote  :  You  mean  without  passing  this  further 
examination  ? 

Mr.  Lake  :  Yes.  In  other  words,  to  make  one  examination 
the  only  thing  necessary  to  become  a  member  of  the  Council 
of  the  Society. 

Sir  S.  Northcote  :  And  do  away  with  the  second 
examination. 

Mr.  Lake  :  Not  do  away  with  it. 

Sir  S.  Northcote  :  Then  what  is  the  object  of  passing  the 
second  examination  if  you  can  become  a  member  of  the 
Council  without  doing  so  ? 

Mr.  Lake  :  That  is  the  point.  Those  who  are  chemists 
and  druggists  are  really  eligible  to  be  in  bu<iness  on  their 
own  account,  but  may  not  be  members  of  the  Council.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  is  that  chemists  and  druggists  shall  be 
eligible  to  be  members  of  the  Council.  Practically  that  is 
the  whole  gist  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Reid:  It  is  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  showing 
their  interest  in  the  Society,  and  for  increasing  the  numbers 
of  the  Society.  If  the  Bill  is  passed  those  who  are  not 
members  of  the  Society  will  be  eligible  for  election  as 
members,  and  to  sit  on  the  Council. 

Sir  S.  Northcote :  But  will  their  position  be  entirely  the 
same  as  those  who  have  passed  the  second  examination  ? 

Mr.  Lake:  They  will  not  be  entitled  to  use  the  name 
"  pharmaceutical  chemist."  I  may  say  that  pharmaceutical 
chemists  generally — I  am  one  myself — have  the  same  view,  and 
it  is  desirable  that  all  chemists  and  druggists  should  be  given 
the  power  to  sit  on  the  Council  of  the  Society.  Throughout 
the  country  they  are  desirous  of  sinking  their  prestige,  and 
of  giving  an  opportunity  of  taking  some  part  in  the  Society's 
work. 

Sir  S.  Northcote  asked,  who  was  to  introduce  the  Bill. 
Mr.  Lake  could  not  tell  him  Sir  S.  Northcote  assumed  that 
it  would  be  "  someone  like  Sir  W.  Foster." 

Mr.  Reid  then  addressed  Sir  S.  Northcote,  showing  him 
a  copy  of  the  Bill,  and  asking  him  to  read  a  speech  by  Mr. 


Carteighe  explaining  the  object  of  it.  Some  allusion  to  the 
opponents  of  the  1868  Bill  led  Sir  S.  Northcote  to  ask  what 
was  the  character  of  that  opposition.  Mr.  Reid  stated  that, 
it  came  from  a  society  called  the  "  Amalgamated  "  Society 
of  Chemists  and  Druggists,  and  the  two  Societies  were  both 
seeking  for  power.  "  Of  course  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
won,"  said  Mr.  Reid,  but  it  had  to  yield  in  certain  points, 
and  it  was  those  points  they  really  wanted  to  get  back 
again.  The  idea  of  the  Bill  was  to  consolidate  the  chemists- 
of  the  country.  Only  one-third  were  now  eligible  to  sit  on 
the  Council.  The  other  two-thirds  said,  "What  is  the  use  of 
subscribing  to  the  Society,  and  backing  up  the  Society  in 
the  way  we  have  done  nearly  all  our  lives,  when  we  never 
get  a  chance  of  a  seat  on  the  Council  ? "  If  the  other  two- 
thirds  could  be  brought  into  the  Society,  by  consolidating  the 
members  themselves  they  would  be  able  to  present  a  better 
front  in  the  case  of  any  further  legislation. 
Sir  S.  Northcote :  Quite  so. 

Mr.  Reid  :  Another  point  that  has  to  be  remembered  is- 
that  the  qualifying  examination  to-day — the  Minor  examina- 
tion— is  very  much  more  severe  and  wider  in  scope  alto- 
gether than  the  qualifying  examination  was  twenty  years  ago. 

Sir  S.  Northcote:  That  is  following  the  general  rule  of 
examinations. 

Mr.  Reid  :  The  Bill  is  a  short  Bill,  and  non-contentious, 
and  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  are  perfectly 
unanimous.  The  pharmaceutical  chemists  in  the  country 
are  also  unanimous  that  this  would  be  the  right  thicg  to  do. 
The  Society  want  a  curriculum  the  same  as  medical  men, 
but  it  is  thought  that  everyone  should  be  of  the  same  way  of 
thinking  before  we  present  such  a  Bill.  Now  the  forces  are 
rather  disunited. 

Mr.  Rowsell  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  Bill  would  not 
meet  with  any  opposition  on  the  part  of  any  organised  body- 
in  Parliament.  So  far  as  could  be  seen,  judging  by  the 
feeling  of  chemists  throughout  the  country,  there  would  be 
very  little  difficulty  in  getting  the  Bill  through  its  various 
stages  if  it  was  brought  before  Parliament. 

Sir  S.  Northcote  :  I  hope  you  do  not  come  with  the  idea 
that  I  am  likely  to  offer  opposition  ? 

Mr.  Lake :  Oh,  no ;  we  feel  pretty  confident  that  after 
you  have  given  the  Bill  careful  consideration,  you  will  be 
quite  in  accord  with  it. 

Sir  S.  Northcote :  All  yon  expect  of  me  is  that  I  should 
read  this  Bill  very  carefully.  So  far  as  I  can  see  there  is  no- 
reason  why  I  should  not  support  it,  and  I  should  do  so  with 
pleasure. 

Mr.  Reid  :  You  see,  Sir  Stafford,  this  is  a  very  small  Bill, 
and  unless  we  specially  bring  it  to  their  notice,  members  of 
Parliament  are  apt  to  overlook  it. 

Sir  S.  Northcote :  The  difficulty  is  this.  We  shall  be 
balloting  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  for  the  introduction  of 
private  Bills,  and  of  course  only  a  few  days  in  a  Session  are 
devoted  to  private  Bills,  so  that  unless  a  Bill  gets  a  favour- 
able place  in  the  ballot  its  chance  is  very  small.  There  are 
so  many  Bills  put  down  that  it  is  a  chance  whether  a  par- 
ticular Bill  is  reached.  They  are  entered  day  after  day  in 
the  order-book,  and  occasionally  it  happens  with  a  perfectly 
non-contentious  Bill  that,  when  the  House  is  in  a  good 
humour,  members  will  let  it  pass  through.  That,  I  hope,  wili 
be  the  case  here.  Not  that  you  can  bring  on  a  private  Bill 
when  you  like.  It  is  only  when  you  get  the  chance,  and 
with  a  private  Bill  such  as  this  the  chances  are  not 
numerous.  You  might  have  a  chance  on  Wednesdays 
between  half-past  5  and  6.  There  is  usually  a  long  list 
of  Bills  down,  and  now  and  then  one  slips  through.  The- 
only  thing  to  stop  it  is  for  a  member  to  say  "  I  object."  Also- 
between  half-past  12  and  1  you  might  have  a  chance 
with  a  Bill  like  this.  If  you  could  get  it  read  a  second  time, 
probably  without  opposition,  you  could  get  it  referred  to  one 
of  the  Standing  Committees.  Then  it  might  have  a  chance  of 
passing  the  third  reading,  and  so  passing  through.  It  is 
getting  more  difficult  every  year  to  get  private  Bills  through. 
I  imagine  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Parliamentary  ad- 
visers know  that  if  they  got  Sir  Walter  Foster  on  the  one 
side,  and  Sir  William  Priestley  on  the  other — both  eminent 
medical  men — to  put  their  names  on  the  back  of  the  Bill,  it 
would  give  it  the  best  chance  it  could  have. 

The  deputation  thanked  Sir  S.  Northcote  for  his  sugges- 
tion, and  Mr.  Lake  was  asked  to  forward  it  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society. 
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PHAKMACEUT1CAL  SOCIETY  OF  GREAT 
BRITAIN. 

An  evening  meeting  was  held  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square, 
W.C.,  on  Tuesday,  when  a  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  Leo 
Atkinson  on 

Bacteriology  for  Pharmacists. 

The  President  (Mr.  Walter  Hills)  was  in  the  chair. 
The  lecturer  said  pharmacists  could  not  afford  to 
remain  in  ignorance  of  bacteriology  considering  what  an 
important  subject  it  had  become  of  late  years,  and  he  cer- 
tainly thought  it  was  a  subject  which  might  well  be  intro- 
duced as  a  profitable  extra  by  many  chemists.  He  then 
proceeded  to  show  the  universality  of  the  microbe,  how  the 
presence  of  bacteria  could  be  shown  by  the  microscope  in 
water,  air,  and  dust,  how  they  were  naturally  present  in  or 
on  every  living  plant,  and  pointed  out  the  important  excep- 
tion that  they  are  never  found  in  the  blood  and  tissues  of  a 
healthy  body.  The  study  of  the  life-history  of  these  germs 
was  "  bacteriology,"  and  it  was  difficult  to  estimate  at  its  true 
value  the  important  part  bacteria  took  in  the  scheme  of  nature. 
By  means  of  the  optical  lantern  diagrams  and  micro-photo- 
graphs were  thrown  on  the  screen  and  explained  by  the  lec- 
turer. The  bacilli  of  various  diseases,  such  as  cholera,  typhoid, 
anthrax,  tetanus,  and  diphtheria,  were  shown  and  their 
characteristics  explained.  It  was  not  easy,  he  said,  to 
identify  some  of  the  germs,  but  there  were  some,  such  as 
tuberculosis,  which  were  easily  and  quickly  identified,  and 
which  a  pharmacist  could  readily  detect  after  a  little  prac- 
tice. The  vitality  of  this  bacillus  was,  the  lecturer  said, 
remarkable,  boiling  a  handkerchief  for  three  hours  not 
being  sufficient  to  destroy  their  vitality.  Cooking  a 
joint  of  infected  meat  would  not  insure  freedom  from  these 
germs  if  the  joint  exceeded  8  lbs.  in  weight.  The  method 
of  attenuating  cultures  and  staining  was  demonstrated,  this 
depending  on  the  powerful  affinity  bacteria  have  for  fuchsin. 
The  lecturer  gave  an  historical  retrospect  of  the  progress  of 
bacteriology,  mentioning  the  chief  contributors  to  our 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  the  names  of  Koch  and  Pasteur 
being  prominent.  The  fact  that  typhoid  germs  are  de- 
stroyed by  light  was  noticed ;  and  the  lecturer  thought  that 
if  the  muzzling-order  could  be  universally  enforced 
hydrophobia  would  be  exterminated  in  six  months. 
The  Listerian  treatment  of  surgical  cases  was  lightly 
touched  on  and  the  sale  of  disinfectants  and  germicide 
solutions  casually  treated,  spraying  carbolic  or  corrosive- 
sublimate  solutions  being  in  the  opinion  of  the  lecturer  the 
most  effectual  way  of  using  disinfectants.  The  uselessness  of 
most  kinds  of  filters  was  mentioned  but  no  suggested  im- 
provements advanced.  In  some  respects  the  lecture  was 
disappointing,  being  more  popular  in  tone  than  some  ex- 
pected, and  frequently  Mr.  Atkinson  stopped  when  he  was 
on  the  point  of  saying  something  specially  interesting.  In 
the  discussion  which  followed, 

The  President  said  the  paper  was  on  a  highly  in- 
teresting and  difficult  subject,  which  was  one  deserving  of 
the  widest  support  from  pharmacists. 

Mr.  Lomas  inquired  if  he  had  understood  Mr.  Atkinson  to 
speak  of  carbolic  acid  as  the  best  disinfectant  '? 

_  Mr.  Stephens  (Idris  &  Co.)  asked  if  the  lecturer  would 
give  his  experiences  of  the  germicidal  action  of  formaldehyde, 
and  what  his  opinion  was  in  regard  to  the  newer  forms  of 
filters  on  the  market. 

Mr.  [-MITH  asked  if  the  serums  of  animals  naturally 
immune  to  a  disease  could  be  used  to  counteract  that 
disease. 

Mr.  W.  Martindale,  senr.,  said  the  paper  was  interesting 
to  pharmacists,  and  gave  his  recollections  of  the  contro- 
versies on  spontaneous  generation  which  were  raging  when 
he  was  dispenser  at  the  University  College  Hospital. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  said  his  knowledge  of  bacteriology  dated 
from  the  time  he  read  Tyndall's  "Dust  and  Diseases" 
(?  "  Floating  Matter  in  the  Air"),  a  book  which  caused  him 
to  conduct  a  series  of  experiments  as  to  keeping  vegetable 
infusions. 

Mr.  Atkinson,  in  reply,  said  carbolic  acid  was  not  the  | 


best  disinfectant — in  fact,  some  bacteria  thrived  best  in 
a  jig  solution  of  the  acid.  He  had  not  had  much  experience 
with  formic  aldehyde,  as  he  fancied  medical  men  did  not 
sanction  the  use  of  this  substance  internally.  As  to  filters, 
he  thought  all  filters  useless  unless  cleaned  at  very  frequent 
intervals.  He  would  recommend  Mr.  Stephens  to  read  a 
report  the  Institute  of  Preventive  Medicine*  had  just  issued 
on  the  Beikefeld  filter. 

The  President  proposed  a  vcte  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer, 
which  was  carried  unanimously.  The  company  then  ad- 
journed for  coffee  and  cake  in  the  Examination-hall. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  ETHICS. 

The  Science  of  Duty. 

This  was  the  title  of  a  paper  read  to  the  Irish  Pharmacists' 
Assistants'  Association  on  February  4  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Wells, 
jun  ,  ex-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 
Mr.  William  J.  Hardy,  President  of  the  Association,  was  in 
the  chair,  and  there  was  an  appreciative  audience.  A  letter 
was  read  from  Mr.  R.  J.  Downes,  President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Ireland,  regretting  his  unavoidable 
absence. 

Mr.  Wells  said:  The  subject  chosen  is  one  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  pharmacists,  and  yet  it  receives  very  little- 
attention  at  our  hands — indeed,  some  of  us  never  seem  to 
give  it  even  a  passing  thought.  At  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference  last  year,  in  Glasgow,  a  very  able  paper- 
was  read  by  Mr.  Leo  Atkinson  on  this  subject.  As  there- 
was  not  time  to  discuss  it  then,  the  President  of  the  Con- 
ference, Dr.  Symes,  suggested  that  a  paper  on  it  should  be- 
read  before  every  local  association,  when  the  matter  might 
be  thoroughly  sifted.  Hence,  when  asked  to  read  a  paper- 
before  the  Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association,  I 
thought  one  on  this  subject  would  prove  of  interest,  touch- 
ing each  and  all  of  us  as  it  does  in  our  daily  life  and  work. 
It  is  one  thing  to  promise  a  paper,  but  quite  another  thing  to 
write  one,  as  I  realised  when  I  began.  I  could  talk  glibly 
enough  on  the  subject,  but  to  condense  my  thoughts  and 
present  them  in  a  readable  form  was  rather  more  of  a  diffi- 
culty than  I  anticipated.  I  have  for  a  long  time  taken  a 
considerable  interest  in  the  subject,  and  have  read  with 
great  pleasure  some  able  papers  on  it ;  therefore,  I  feel  that 
in  my  remarks  I  am  sure  to  reproduce  some  thoughts  from 
these  papers.  I  feel  somewhat  like  a  parson  in  Scotland! 
who,  after  preaching  a  very  able  sermon,  was  thus  accosted 
by  an  old  man :  "  Did  it  take  you  long  to  write  that 
sermon  1 "  "  Oh,  no,"  he  replied,  "  I  jotted  it  down  in  a 
very  short  time."  "  Well,"  said  the  old  man,  "  it  took  me 
much  longer  to  write  it."  "  Are  you  Norman  MacLeod  ?  " 
asked  the  parson.  "  I  am,"  was  the  reply.  "  I  am  proud  to 
meet  you,"  rejoined  the  unabashed  divine,  "  and  I  shall 
never  be  ashamed  to  preach  one  of  your  sermons  "  Like  the 
parson,  I  may  say  to  anyone  whose  thoughts  I  may  re-echo, 
I  shall  never  be  ashamed  to  propagate  the  pharmaceutical 
doctrines  so  ably  voiced  by  my  predecessors  or  con- 
temporaries. 

Whether  we  acknowledge  the  fact  or  not,  we  are  sur- 
rounded by  certain  fixed  laws,  written  or  unwritten,  by 
which  our  actions  are  governed,  and  it  is  to  these  laws  that 
we  owe  what  is  best  in  the  daily  regulation  of  our  business- 
relations  to  the  public,  to  the  medical  profession,  to  oui 
fellow-craftsmen,  and  to  ourselves.  The  duty  to  the  one  is 
so  closely  entwined  with  the  other  as  to  make  the  difficulty 
of  disentangling  them  almost  insuperable. 

OUR  DUTY  TO  THE  PUBLIC 

is  defined  in  the  Pharmacy  and  Sale  of  Poisons  Acts,  and 
it  is  to  the  Act  of  1875  that  we  owe  our  existence  as  phar- 
macists. In  that  Act  we  are  clearly  given  to  understand 
that  our  duty  is  the  protection  and  convenience  of  the 
public.  For  their  protection  we  are  bound  not  only  to 
supply  pure  drugs,  but  also  to  take  as  our  standard  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  to  see  that  all  prescriptions  en- 
trusted to  us  are  faithfully  and  promptly  dispensed.  For 


*  Drs.  Sims  Woodhead  and  Cartwright  Wood's  investigation  on 
filters,  conducted  in  the  Research  Laboratories  of  the  Royal 
Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  for  the  British  Me<lic<(Z 
Journal,  in  -which  the  results  were  published  on  January  22  is 
here  referred  to. — Ed.  C.  if-  D. 
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their  convenience  we  must  be  at  their  call  night  and  day, 
from  year's  end  to  year's  end,  and  hard  and  exacting  task- 
masters they  often  prove.  Then,  I  say,  it  is  high  time  we 
roused  ourselves  and  recognised  the  duty  we  owe  to  each 
other  and  combined  for  our  mu  ual  benefit  to  fight  the 
■common  foe.  Singly,  we  can  hope  to  do  but  little  outside 
•our  own  immediate  circle,  but  united  we  would  be  no  mean 
force.  Yet  we  sadly  lack  this  union.  We  are  torn  and 
divided  by  mistrust,  petty  jealousies,  and  rivalries.  Rivalry 
of  a  kind  tbere  must  always  be,  but  let  it  be  healthy  and 
upright.  Let  us  "  live  and  let  live."  In  these  days  of  close 
competition  none  of  us  can  afford  to  pose  as  philanthropists. 
We  must  work,  and  work  hard  too,  if  we  hope  to  gain  a 
livelihood.    When  we  look  around  at 

OTHER  PROFESSIONS  AND  TRADES 

what  do  we  see  1  Take  doctors,  surgeons,  barristers,  ancT 
■solicitors.  They  have  codes  which  govern  them  and  teach 
them  to  uphold  each  other's  position  ;  their  fees  are  uniform, 
and  we  all  know  how  hard  it  is  to  get  one  lawyer  to  proceed 
against  another,  even  when  it  is  justifiable.  Take,  again, 
mechanics,  masons,  carpenters,  &c.  They  have  certain 
society-rules  by  which  they  are  governed ;  none  of  them  will 
work  fcr  less  than  a  standard  wage.  They  do  not  try  to 
persuade  the  public  that  their  time  and  skill  are  worth 
nothing ;  they  do  not  belittle  themselves,  and  what  is  the 
result  ?  The  public  recognise  that  if  they  want  work  done 
by  regular  tradesmen  they  are  employing  skilled  labour,  and 
•must  pay  for  it.  But  in  the  case  of  the  pharmacist  how 
•different !  We  are  often  expected  to  dispense  prescriptions 
for  the  price  of  the  drugs,  and  in  a  measure  we  have  only 
ourselves  to  thank  for  this  state  of  things  Why  is  this  ? 
Because  so  many  of  our  craft  put  such  a  small  value  on  their 
time  and  skill,  and  have  thus  led  the  public  to  look  on  them 
as  mere  shopkeepers,  and  naturally  to  put  no  higher  value  on 
the  pharmacist  than  he  places  on  himself.  We  can  scarcely 
ascribe  this  to 

THE  IRISHMAN'S  NATURAL  MODESTY, 

as  our  English  and  Scotch  brethren  seem  to  suffer  from  the 
same  complaint.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood  with 
reference  to  trades-unionists.  I  do  not  approve  of  all  they 
do — far  from  it.  They  are  often  misled,  but  we  cannot  with- 
hold our  admiration  of  their  loyalty  to  one  another.  They 
and  their  families  will  starve  to  support  the  principles  they 
are  led  to  believe  are  right.  Yet  these,  as  a  rule,  are  unedu- 
cated men  ?  Then  why  is  it  that  we  pharmacists,  with  our 
higher  education  and  many  advantages,  do  not  show  the 
same  wisdom  in  this  principle  of  ethics  that  the  working- 
man  does  ?  Why  should  we  not  have  a  written  code  of  laws 
to  guide  us  and  bring  us  more  in  touch  with  our  fellow- 
pharmacists  1  There  is  a  great  mistake  often  made  by  young 
men  starting  in  business,  perhaps  adjacent  to  their  late 
employer:  they  fancy  they  can  do  everything  themselves, 
and  so  save  expenses,  aud  can  therefore  afford  to  sell  and 
•dispense  at  a  lower  ratio  of  profit  than  their  neighbours,  and 
thus 

ENTICE  CUSTOMERS. 

They  forget  that  business  may  increase,  which  will  neces- 
sarily cause  increased  expenses.  How  are  these  to  be  met 
•out  of  the  small  profits  ?  It  should  be  always  borne  in  mind 
that  a  chemist's  turnover  is  very  small  and  working-expenses 
much  higher  in  comparison  with  other  businesses,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  great  responsibility  which  rests  upon  him. 
Some  one  may  say  :  "  I  am  not  going  to  be  tied  to  other 
people's  ideas  or  coerced  in  the  way  I  should  conduct  my 
business ;  it  is  nothing  to  others  what  I  do  :  I  want  to  live  as 
best  I  can  for  myself."  Well,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  that  is  a 
very  selfish  and  low  standard,  but  still  it  is  one  with  which 
we  are  constantly  meeting.  To  such  I  would  say,  "  You  are 
greatly  mistaken  in  your  ideas.  No  man  in  this  world  is 
independent  of  his  neighbour-.  No  one  can  stand  alone. 
Your  influence  must  affect  those  around  you,  for  good  or  for 
evil,  and  your  mode  of  conducting  your  business  must  have 
an  influence  on  those  immediately  connected  with  you  and  on 
your  fellow-pharmacists  outside."  We  must  leave  pharmacy 
•either  the  better  or  the  worse  for  our  connection  with  it. 
We  have  only  to  look  at  our  daily  routine  to  see  that  this  is 
so.  The  doctor  is  depending  on  the  pharmacist  for  the 
(medicine  to  cure  his  patient.    If  the  pharmacist  does  not 


recognise  his  duty  and  substitutes  or  uses  inferior  drugs,  is 
careless  as  to  prompt  delivery,  the  doctor's  skill  and  expe- 
rience are  of  no  avail  and  a  life  may  be  lost,  so  that  even 
the  doctor  cannot  say  that  he  stands  alone.  Again,  the 
employer  is  dependent  on  the  assistant;  if  the  latter  is 
careless  or  slovenly  in  his  work  the  employer's  reputation 
must  suffer,  and  a  business  which,  perhaps,  took  years  to 
build  up  may  be  ruined ;  and  so  on,  even  to  the  boy  who 
washes  the  mortars  and  bottles — he  must  do  his  work 
rightly,  or  cause  great  trouble  and  inconvenience.  Could  we 
not  unite  in  some  way  to  help  each  other  in 

THE  MATTER  OF  PRICES  1 

We  could  scarcely  hope  to  attain  to  uniformity — there  are 
too  many  pros  and  cons  on  that  subject  to  enter  into  here — 
but  would  it  not  be  possible  to  agree  not  to  sell  anything 
under  a  fixed  minimum  of  profit,  and  certainly  not  to  sell 
advertised  pills,  potions,  &c,  without  a  living  profit  1  If 
grocers,  drapers,  and  ironmongers  choose  to  sell  them  at  or 
under  cost,  why,  let  them.  They  are  best  judges  of  what 
suits  them.  I  venture  to  predict  that  in  a  short  time  the 
sale  of  such  things  would  be  small.  The  public  would  soon 
begin  to  wonder  why  so-and-so  was  not  sold  by  the  chemist, 
and  the  wonder  would  soon  lead  to  mistrust  of  the  articles 
in  question.  But  surely  it  is  not  for  such  as  this  that  our 
men  are  educated  to  the  present  high  standard  required  by 
our  business  and  responsibilities.  Is  it  for  this  that  our 
hours  are  longer  and  our  duties  heavier  than  those  of  other 
business  men  1  No.  If  we  spend  years  in  gaining  experi- 
ence, skill,  and  learning,  we  have  truly  earned  the  right  to 
be  recognised  and  recompensed  in  proportion.  This  recogni- 
tion rests  with  ourselves.  As  dispensers,  we  should  demand 
payment  for  the  skill  and  knowledge  requisite  in  the  pre- 
paration and  compounding  of  all  drugs  and  chemicals  over 
and  above  their  separate  marketable  value.  Then  we  would 
hear  less  of  "  I  can  get  this  at  So-and-so's  for  a  shilling, 
and  you  charge  one  and  fourpence,"  or  of  the  too  frequent 
reply,  "  Then  I  will  let  you  have  it  for  the  same  price." 
Only  by  the  united  effort  of  each  and  all  for  the  general 
good  will  such  practices  be  stamped  out,  and  when  that  con- 
summation is  effected  all  the  trade  will  benefit.  Who 
imagines  the  public  will  drink  an  extra  bottle  of  medicine 
or  take  a  box  of  pills  more  than  necessary  because  they  may 
be  purchased  at  a  low  price  ?  Where,  then,  does  the  benefit 
arise  from  cutting  prices  ?  It  is  not  altogether  from  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view  that  I  would  urge  this  matter,  but 
that  we  should  take  a  higher  level  in  our  work  all  round. 
Everything  of  the  best,  work  sent  out  in  best  style,  care 
taken  in  every  minutia;  if  we  give  this  great  and  necessary 
care  that  our  onerous  business  demands  of  us,  we  have  the 
right  to  demand  adequate  remuneration,  and  the  additional 
money  obtained  would  circulate  generally,  and  tend  to  a 
better  position  for  us  and  for  our  assistants. 

AN  APPRENTICE  SHOULD  NOT  BE  TAKEN 

until  he  has  passed  the  Preliminary  examination.  It  is  a 
cruel  thing  to  allow  a  youth  to  enter  pharmacy  unless  he 
has  a  fairly  good  education  with  which  to  start.  What 
outlook  is  there  for  such  a  one  1  Constant  drudgery; 
perhaps  trying  to  study  after  hours  for  the  examination, 
which  he  vainly  tries  to  pass,  not  having  received  in  his 
boyhood  the  training  necessary  for  such  a  course ;  and  ends 
by  adding  one  more  to  the  ranks  of  the  great  unqualified, 
from  which  the  bogus  trader  gets  his  recruits.  Let  men 
pause  and  think,  before  taking  an  apprentice,  of  the  golden 
rule,  to  do  to  others  as  they  would  wish  to  have  done  to 
themselves. 

OUR  DUTY  TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION 

is  very  simple  and  clear,  as  the  doctors  in  and  around 
Dublin  strictly  adhere  to  their  own  profession  and  leave  the 
dispensiag  of  their  prescriptions  entirely  to  the  pharmacist. 
The  compounding  of  these  prescriptions  should  be  done 
with  all  possible  exactitude  and  attention.  In  this,  the 
pharmacist's  particular  provioce,  he  should  show  to  advan- 
tage, everything  in  stock  being  of  the  best  as  to  quality 
and  purity.  Let  him  follow  the  doctor's  directions  faith- 
fully, scorning  substitution  or  any  other  liberty,  and  giving 
conscientious  attention  to  checking,  finishing  off,  and  wrap- 
ping up  the  medicine.    Should  any  trifling  difficulty  arise 
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as  to  the  intention  of  the  prescriber,  he  should  at  once  be 
consulted.  By  this  course  he  will  secure  respect  and  con- 
fidence. At  the  same  time,  the  exercise  of  due  discretion  is 
necessary.  Don't  take  on  yourself  to  instruct  the  doctor, 
but  rather  go  to  him  to  learn  his  wishes.  If  he  wants  your 
advice  he  will  ask  for  it.  There  is  no  excuse  for  us  phar- 
macists poaching  on  the  doctor's  ground  by  counter-pre- 
scribing, nor  have  we  any  legal  right  in  Ireland  to  do  so  ; 
such  proceeding  would  only  cause  friction  and  upset  the 
'friendly  feeling  which  at  present  exists  between  the  phy- 
sician and  the  pharmacist. 

THE  GREAT  ENEMY  OF  TRUE  PHARMACY 

is  company-pharmacy.  We  have  it  in  our  midst  under 
■various  names — '•.Store-chemist?,"  "Co-operative  Stores,"  and 
"  Codology  &  Co  ,  Limited,"  the  latter  including  grocers, 
booksellers,  leather-merchants,  &c.  I  think  it  requires  very 
little  reasoning  to  prove  that  such  trading  is  detrimental  to 
the  best  interests  of  pharmacy.  In  the  first  place  the  per- 
sonality of  the  proprietor,  which  is  so  essential  to  successful 
pharmacy,  is  wanting  ;  also  the  prudence  and  integrity  which 
naturally  guided  the  man  who  risked  his  own  individual 
■capital  and  credit.  Then  the  company  is  generally  over- 
capitalised, the  seller  invariably  getting  much  more  than  the 
true  value  of  his  business.  Secondly,  the  managers  of 
•departments,  having  no  adequate  personal  interest  or  risk  in 
the  concern,  become  mere  official  machines  driven  by  a 
board  of  directors,  with  but  one  object,  that  of  retaining 
their  po-ition,  which  can  only  be  done  by  showing  good  cash- 
'results  to  enable  a  dividend  to  be  paid.  This  leads  to 
cutting  prices,  and  the  companion  of  low  prices  is  inferior 
quality  and  substitution.  I  could  give  many  instances  of 
this,  but  it  will  be  sufficient  for  my  purpose  to  mention  on 
the  authority  of  the  daily  newspapers  that  "  the  recent 
prosecutions  and  convictions  against  certain  co  operative 
.stores  in  London  re.  fraudulent  description  in  the  sale  of 
hams  has  given  the  Irish  ham-trade  such  a  fillip  that  curers 
are  unable  to  keep  pace  with  English  orders.  Prices  have 
risen  from  80s.,  and  now  stand  at  100s.  per  cwt.  for  the  best 
Limerick  hams."  Surely  this  speaks  volumes,  and  if  the 
public  are  so  ea'ily  imposed  upon  with  such  things  as  hams, 
what  chance  have  they  when  buying  drugs  or  getting  pre- 
scriptions dispensed  ?  It  is  very  hard  to  compete  on  honest 
lines  with  such  opposition,  but  what  an  Act  of  Parliament 
has  not  done  for  us  our  licentiates  have  in  their  power 
to  do  if  they  would  be  loyal  to  themselves  and  to  their 
fellow-pharmacists,  and  refuse  to  sell  themselves  to  company- 
promoters.  If  this  were  done  company- pharmacy  would 
soon  become  a  thing  of  the  past.  You  would  not  get  a 
tradesman  to  act  as  some  of  our  licentiates  do  in  this  matter  ; 
iie  would  starve  first.  How  can  any  young  man,  with  the 
hope  of  one  day  getting  into  business  for  himself,  lend  his 
aid  to  foster  what  must  prove  to  his  own  detriment  in  the 
future — and  what  are  the  inducements  ?  Simply  shorter 
hours  and  perhaps  a  little  more  salary  than  he  might  get  in 
a  non-company  pharmacy.  Will  you  bear  with  me  while  I 
again  touch  on  "  cutting  of  »prices  " — not  dispensing-ones 
this  time,  but  those  of 

PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES. 

Chemists  and  druggists,  if  united,  could  do  much  for  the 
general  good,  and  stem  the  tide  of  this  evil.  Who  is  it 
that  first  introduces  these  nostrums  ?  Who  lend  their 
windows  gratis,  and  make  their  medical  friends  and 
customers  turn  away,  thinking  a  toy-shop  or  a  wax- 
works has  replaced  the  chemist's  shop  ?  Who  distribute 
handbills,  and  make  their  pharmacies  like  railway- 
stations,  giving  their  space  free,  and  in  some  instances 
actually  paying  for  the  privilege  of  showing  patent  and  pro- 
prietary advertisements  ?  It  is  the  modern  chemist.  Then 
when  the  article  gets  a  sale,  the  grocer  or  the  store  swoops 
•down  and  takes  the  profit  off.  The  chemist  then  looks  out — 
like  men  of  old— for  something  new  with  which  to  fill  his 
shop-wiudow.  Is  it  not  time  that  pharmacists  as  a  body 
gave  up  this  pushing  of  patent  preparations  ?  But  instead, 
many  of  them  are  trying  how  far  they  can  undersell  one 
another.  Some  fix  a  low  price  as  a  sort  of  "  sprat  to  catch  a 
salmon,"  while  others  ask  a  price,  but  their  rule  is  "  No 
reasonable  offer  refused."  A  shilling  is  asked  for  an  article, 
but  l\d.  is  accepted  if  they  can  get  no  more.    This  I  look 


upon  as  dishonourable  trading;  it  is  simply  taking  advan- 
tage of  those  who  trust  the  seller.  One  way  we  might  help 
a  little  in  this  matter  is  by  joining  the  Proprietary  Articles 
Trade  Association,  and  though  this  Society  may  not  be  all 
we  desire,  I  am  convinced  it  is  based  on  right  principles,  and 
is  doing  good  work,  else  why  would  the  company-managers 
in  England  spend  so  much  of  their  valuable  time  in  writing 
to  abuse  it  to  the  trade-press  1  One  of  the  first  written  laws 
in  our  code  should  be 

LOYALTY  TO  THE  PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY. 

We  owe  it  much,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  every  licentiate  and 
registered  druggist  to  support  the  Society  by  becoming  a 
subscriber.  We  have  one  common  interest,  and  it  is  worth 
conserving.  Having  become  a  member,  the  working  of  the 
Council  can  with  fairness  be  criticised,  and  if  the  work  is 
not  considered  to  be  done  satisfactorily  the  members  have 
the  power  to  turn  out  the  Council  and  replace  them  by 
better  men.  It  should  be  worth  twenty  shillings  a  year  to 
have  this  power  in  one's  hands,  to  say  nothing  of  the  many 
other  advantages  obtained  for  the  money.  It  is  hardly  fair 
for  non-supporters  of  the  Society  to  find  fault  with  those 
who  give  both  time  and  money  for  the  benefit  of  that 
Society.  Again,  local  associations  are  of  great  advantage 
and  benefit  to  young  men,  bringing  them  into  contact  with 
one  another,  and  leading  to  that  friendly  helpful  spirft 
which  in  later  years  will  iedound  to  their  social  benefit. 
In  the  meetings  and  discussions  of  associations  crude 
opinions  will  be  softened  down  and  timid  ones  upheld,  so 
that  each  may  learn  from  his  fellow-member.  Let  the 
assistant's  watchword  ever  be,  both  in  dealing  with  his 
colleagues  and  his  employer,  "  Excelsior." 

THE  BRITISH  PHARMACEUTICAL  CONFERENCE 

is  also  well  worthy  of  support.  It  is  a  Society  which  has 
done  much  to  bring  pharmacists  from  all  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  into  close  union  with  one  another,  and 
whilst  much  solid  work  is  done  for  the  advancement  of 
pharmacy,  the  social  functions  are  well  looked  after,  and 
lasting  friendships  are  formed.  As  the  Conference  will 
meet  in  Belfast  this  year,  I  hope  it  may  have  a  large  acces- 
sion of  members  from  the  "Emerald  Isle." 

Thus  far  I  fear  it  will  be  said  I  have  been  thinking  and 
speaking  more  for  employers,  and  overlooking  the  fact  that 
it  is  an 

ASSISTANTS' 

Association  for  which  my  paper  is  intended.  It  must  not 
however,  be  forgotten  that  the  assistant  of  to-day  will  be 
the  employer  of  to-morrow  ;  and  it  is  useless  trying  to 
straighten  the  old  and  crooked  tree,  but  one  may  help  to 
keep  the  young  sapling  straight.  To  be  a  successful  phar- 
macist a  young  man  must  start  on  straight  lines  and  good 
habits,  and  in  this  latter  connection  I  do  not  think  I  could 
do  better  than  to  quote  that  grand  old  man  of  pharmacy, 
Mr.  Barnard  Proctor,  who  says  there  is  no  department 
of  business  in  which  the  formation  of  good  habits  is 
so  important  as  in  dispensing.  To  do  a  thing  by 
habit  requires  no  attention,  and  gives  no  trouble  after  the 
habit  is  once  formed.  If  you  have  the  habit  of  putting  your 
measures,  mortars,  knives,  &c,  away  dirty,  or  leaving  them 
about  because  they  are  not  clean,  there  will  be  every  pro- 
bability that  they  will  give  twice  as  much  trouble  to  clean 
when  wanted,  and  will  also  risk  the  spoiling  of  some 
medicine  by  being  used  without  cleaning.  If  you  form  the 
habit  of  putting  things  down  just  where  you  have  used 
them,  or  just  where  it  is  most  convenient  at  the  time,  it  will 
probably  cost  you  ten  times  as  much  trouble  to  find  them 
next  time  they  are  wanted  ;  whereas,  once  form  the  habit  of 
putting  them  in  their  right  places,  and  doing  so  no  longer 
costs  either  thought  or  trouble.  You  perhaps  think  I  am 
only  telling  you  what  every  one  knows.  Be  it  so ;  I  may 
add,  I  am  only  telling  you  what  very  few  put  into  practice. 
It  is  easier  to  find  a  classical  scholar,  an  accomplished 
chemist,  or  a  learned  botanist,  than  it  is  to  find  a  man  who 
both  knows  and  practices  those  moral  qualifications  to  which 
I  have  been  alluding  ;  and  while  this  is  the  case  I  feel  that 
I  cannot  omit  the  inculcation  of  those  habits  which  add  so 
much  to  the  value  of  a  dispenser,  and  which,  as  far  as  my 
own  experience   goes,  are  so  rarely  to  be   met  with. 
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The  most  commonplace  man  can  have  his  house  in  order 
when  he  expects  anyone  coming  to  inspect  it,  or  will  perform 
his  work  well  on  any  great  occasion,  but  the  rare  and  valu- 
able qualification  is  the  habit  of  doing  the  same  on  small 
occasions  and  on  all  occasions.  The  time  spent  in  putting 
things  in  order,  seeing  that  everything  is  clean  and  in  its 
place  and  ready  for  the  next  job,  is  about  the  best-spent 
portion  of  the  day.  Nothing  can  be  more  idle  or  pernicious 
than  the  idea  that  it  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  dispenser  to 
do  this  kind  of  work  for  himself.  It  is  only  the  sham 
gentleman  who  is  afraid  of  losing  caste  by  attending  to 
those  little  things  which  really  add  so  much  to  his  own 
value.  He  who  keeps  his  department  in  nice  order  will  soon 
learn  to  do  his  work  with  the  least  possible  dirt,  either  to 
his  appliances  or  to  himself,  and  will  add  to  his  accuracy 
at  the  same  time.  The  dispenser  should  be  an  accomplished 
man  and  a  gentleman — up  to  every  duty,  and  above  none. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Wells's  paper  there  was  much 
applause.  The  discussion  on  it  was  opened  by  Mr.  H. 
Hunt,  L.P.S.L,  who  remarked  that  up  to  recent  years 
assistants  had  not  been  fairly  treated  by  employers,  and 
could  not  be  blamed  for  going  into  companies,  where  it  was 
admitted  they  had  less  work  and  more  pay.  Dr.  McW alter 
agreed  thoroughly  with  Mr.  Wells  as  to  company-pharmacy, 
but  criticised  his  remarks  on  dispensing-prices.  Some 
chemists'  charges  were  indefensible,  and  he  thought  the 
respectable  wage-earning  classes  of  limited  income  who 
require  medicine  had  a  grievance.  If  they  go  to  a  doctor 
they  are  charged  too  much  in  proportion  to  their  means,  for 
even  5s.  to  a  doctor  is  a  big  bite  out  of  perhaps  20s.  a  week. 
Then  there  is  the  medicine,  for  which  the  chemist's  high 
sense  of  his  calling  requires  Is.  Qd.  for  an  8-oz.  mixture, 
making  in  all  a  decrease  of  one-third  in  the  patient's  weekly 
wage.  The  patient  cannot  afford  this,  and  as  a  result  is 
driven  to  the  hospital- dispensary,becoming  thereby  pauperised. 

Mr.  Hardy,  in  conveying  the  vote  of  thanks  moved  by  the 
previous  speaker,  said  the  Association  was  highly  honoured 
by  Mr.  Wells's  interest  in  its  behalf.  He,  however,  deemed 
it  right  in  the  interests  of  the  Association,  whose  members 
included  not  a  few  representatives  of  the  limited  companies, 
to  say  that  they  were  entirely  a  non-political  pharmaceutical 
body.  When  they  met  in  the  Association  all  questions  of  a 
personal  nature  were  avoided  as  far  as  possible,  and  he  might 
add  that  those  in  the  Association  who  were  identified  with 
company-pharmacy  were  as  thoroughly  devoted  to  their 
calling,  and  as  much  thought  of  by  their  brother-pharma- 
cists' as  the  most  ultra  antagonist  to  the  companies.  The 
settlement  of  the  question  of  company-trading  was  a  matter 
for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Mr.  Wells,  in  replying,  apologised  for  having  infringed 
the  rules  of  the  Association. 


a  mortar  as  a  pill-mass,  and  then  melt  gently  at  110°  F.  to 
120°  F.,  thus  avoiding  the  separation  of  a  gummy  mass. 
The  third  problem  was  : — 


MIDLAND  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  February  3  at 
Mason  College,  Birmingham ,  Mr.  J.  Poole  (Vice-President) 
in  the  chair.  Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock,  who  introduced  the 
subject  of 

Dispensing  Difficulties 

said  that  during  the  past  few  months  some  examples  of 
difficult  prescriptions  had  been  received.  The  first  example 
was  a  copaiba  mixture  : — 

Oleo-resinee  copaibas  ...       ...    5i j. 

Mucilaginis  ...       ...       ...       ...  5vj. 

Liq.  potassse   ...  5j. 

Aq.  ad  ...       ...       ...       ...  *,iv. 

Ft.  emulsio. 

The  method  found  to  give  the  best  results  was  as  follows  : — 
Put  45  gr.  of  powdered  gum  in  a  mortar.  Mix  with  the 
copaiba,  and  add  70  minims  of  a  solution  consisting  of  the 
liq.  potassas  and  7  dr.  of  water.  Triturate  till  quite 
smooth,  and  add  the  rest  of  the  solution  in  small  quantities 
till  all  has  been  added.  The  second  prescription  was  for 
suppositories  : — 

Pulv.  galte    ...   gr.  xx. 

Ext.  belladonna1      ...       ...       ...    gr.  iij. 

01.  theobromatis   q.s. 

Ut  fiant  suppositoria  sex. 
The  most  satisfactory  way  was  to  use  no  water,  but  beat  in 


Pulv.  iodoli  ... 

01.  eucalypti  

01.  theobromatis 

M.  Fiat  cereolus.    Mitte  vj. 


gr.  J- 
ntij. 
q.s. 


The  difficulty  here  is  that  the  eucalyptus  and  iodol  cause 
the  cocoa-butter  to  become  very  soft.  It  requires  the  use  of 
a  few  grains  of  beeswax  for  each  bougie.  The  quantity 
used  should  be  small,  or  the  bougies  will  not  disintegrate. 
The  amount  of  wax  to  use  is  best  arrived  at  by  experiment. 
The  fourth  was  a  prescription  containing  "  mist,  ammonias,'' 
and  the  difficulty  was  what  formula  to  use.  The  Paris 
Codex,  which  was  the  formula  intended,  gave — 

Am.  carb  gr.  iv. 

Theriaca;.      ...        ...       ...       ...  nixx. 

Tr.  lav.  co   ...       ...  nixx. 

Aq.  menth.  piperita;  ad    3j- 

The  fifth  prescription  came  from  Lichfield,  and  was  : 


Liq.  strychnin* 
Spt.  eetheris  ... 
Tr.  strophanthi 
Syr.  aurantii  ... 
Inf.  chiratae  ad 

M.    Ft.  mist. 


nixxxij. 
5ij- 

uixxxrj. 

5ss. 

5vnj. 


This  was  made  on  the  5th  of  the  month,  and  on  the  21st 
was  returned,  because  it  had  changed  to  a  jelly.  The  last 
was  a  male-fern  mixture,  from  Squire's  "  Companion  "  : — - 


Ext.  filicis  maris 
Pulv.  tragacantliEe  Co. 
Aq.  menthse  pip.  ad... 


5j. 

5ss. 
oij. 


This  formed  an  unsightly  draught;  but,  modified  as  follows, 
a  draught  was  obtained  with  the  colour  and  odour  of  the 
extract,  and  rather  improved  in  medicinal  effect  :— 

Ext.  filicis  maris     ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Pulv.  saponis  dur.   ...    gr.  v. 

Aquse  ad    Jij- 

M.    Ft.  haustus. 

[Since  suggesting  this,  Mr.  Alcock  says  he  has  been  told! 
that  such  a  method  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Proctor,  and  is- 
referred  to  in  his  "  Pharmacy  Lectures."] 

In  conclusion,  the  question  "What  is  the  shape  of  a. 
blister  for  the  knee  1 "  was  put.  The  usual  method  was  to- 
spread  blisters  of  various  shapes  according  to  the  part  tr> 
which  they  were  to  be  applied,  but  when  required  for  the 
knee  there  seems  to  be  some  diversity  of  opinion.  A  shape 
like  a  crescent  was  thought  to  be  the  usual  one. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  this  subject  it  was 
thought  that  the  usual  way  of  using  adhesive  plaster  as  a 
base  for  blisters  was  not  good.  The  majority  seemed  to- 
favour  chamois-leather,  or  even  paper,  the  plaster  being  held 
to  the  part  by  a  suitable  bandage. 

Mr.  Perry  mentioned  a  mixture  of  citric  acid  and  liq. 
bismuth,  which  contained  a  white  precipitate. 

Mr.  Shortiiouse  asked  for  the  experience  of  members  in 
the  dispensing  of  petroleum  emulsion,  as  he  had  observed! 
explosive  effects,  the  result  of  the  generation  of  sulphuretted 
hydrogen. 

Mr.  Osborne  sent  the  following  two  rather  unusual  pre- 
scriptions for  the  members  to  see : — 

1. 

Acid,  carbol   ...    gr  j. 

P.  capsici   gr-  j- 

Ext.  nuc.  vom.   gr.  ss. 

01.  menth.  pip.        ...       ...       ...    hi.  ss. 

Ft.  pil.    Mitte  xx.    Kcratine  coat. 


Chlorodyni  (C.  Brown's)    nv  500 

Ox.  scillse    3j. 

Spt.  juniper   ill  300 

Syr.  liypophos.  (Fcllows's)   5ss. 

Aq.  camph.  ad    5iij. 

M. 

5j.  t.d.s.  ex  aq. 

The  advisability  of  dispensing  the  following  prescription 
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without  a  copy  of  the  doctor's  signature  was  also  dis- 
cussed : — 

Liq.  Donovan.   5iv. 

Jltfij.  ter  die  ex  aq.  post  cibos. 
The  general  opinion  seemed  to  be  that  a  chemist  was  not 
justified  in  dispensing  it,  the  fact  that  it  had  previously 
been  dispensed  being  held  to  be  no  justification. 


CHEMICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  meeting  of  February  3  had  before  it  some  papers  of  a 
character  rather  more  interesting  to  the  general  chemist 
than  usual.  The  first  of  those  taken,  after  the  formal  busi- 
ness was  disposed  of,  was  by  Mr.  H.  J.  H.  Fenton,  M.A., 
on 

The  Volumetric  Estimation  of  Sodium. 

Mr.  Fenton  has  devoted  much  study  to  the  properties  of 
dihydroxytartaric  acid,  and  has  frequently  contributed 
papers  arising  out  of  that  study.  His  recent  synthesis  of  a 
■sugar  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  noteworthy  of  these.  Di- 
hydroxytartaric acid,  in  presence  of  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  is 
readily  oxidised  by  potassium  permanganate  at  the  ordinary 
temperature,  the  reaction  affording  a  very  convenient  method 
for  the  estimation  of  the  acid  or  its  salts.  He  has  devised  a 
method  for  the  quantitative  estimation  of  sodium  based  upon 
this  relation  and  upon  the  sparing  solubility  of  sodium  dihy- 
droxytartrate.  The  solubility  of  the  sodium  salt  at  0°  C.  is 
•extremely  small,  and  in  presence  of  excess  of  a  dihydroxy tar- 
trate is  practically  negligible.  The  substance  to  be 
■examined,  in  concentrated  neutral  solution,  is  mixed  with 
•excess  of  potassium  dihydroxytartrate,  and  the  mixture  is 
kept  at  0°  C.  for  half  an  hour.  The  precipitated  sodium  salt 
is  washed  with  a  little  ice-cold  water,  dissolved  in  excess  of 
dilute  sulphuric  acid,  and  titrated  with  potassium  permanga- 
nate. Mr.  Fenton  put  on  the  board  some  results  which 
showed  that  sodium  can  be  estimated  to  within  3  parts  in 
1,000.  The  presence  of  magnesium  does  not  interfere  with 
the  reaction,  but  ammonium  salts  tend  to  give  low  values. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  Mr.  Hehner  suggested 
that  the  method  should  be  used  for  gravimetric,  and  not 
volumetric,  analysis.  Mr.  John  A.  R.  Newlands  mentioned 
that  he  had  many  years  ago  used  the  acid  oxalate  for 
determining  sodium  with  approximate  accuracy. 

The  next  paper  on  the  list  was  by  an  Oxford  under- 
graduate (Mr.  F.  P.  Aemitage),  on 

The  Atomic  Weight  of  Boron 
The  determination  of  the  water  of  crystallisation  was  the 
method  used.  The  values  for  the  ratio  Na„B,0. :  H,20 
■obtained  by  previous  workers  are  not  sufficiently  concordant 
to  allow  of  the  values  for  the  atomic  weight  of  boron, 
calculated  from  them,  being  regarded  as  very  trustworthy,  the 
discrepaicies  being  pro^bly  due  to  the  efflorescence  of  the 
borax  when  drying.  A  new  method  of  drying  was  therefore 
used,  the  borax  being  washed  with  alcohol  and  ether 
successively,  and  the  ether  expelled  by  exposure  for  six 
5iours  in  a  vacuum.  A  known  weight  of  the  dry  crystals 
was  dehydrated  in  a  stream  of  air,  the  final  traces  of  water 
being  expelled  by  fusion  over  the  Bunsen  burner  and  not  over 
the  blowpipe. 

Mr.  Veley,  F.R  S.,  speaking  as  the  sponsor  of  the  paper, 
laid  stress  on  the  way  in  which  Mr.  Armitage  had  overcome 
the  difficulties  of  the  method.  Mr.  Groves  asked  whether 
the  "  volatilisation  "  of  the  borax  might  not  be  due  to  the 
water-vapour  and  diffused  carbonic  acid.  Dr.  SCOTT  ex- 
pressed surprise  that  anyone  should  waste  his  time  on  such 
work  in  face  of  the  fact  that  when  dried  in  air  of  less 
than  the  vapour-density  of  water  naturally  given  off  by 
the  salt,  it  must  lose  water  in  drying.  He  also  remarked 
on  the  extreme  delicacy  of  the  balance  used — more  deli- 
cate than  that  used  by  Stas.  The  President  also  remarked 
that  it  was  superfluous  to  record  weighings  to  six  places  of 
decimals  when  such  a  method  was  employed. 

The  next  paper  was  one  by  Dr.  E.  P.  Perman,  in  continua- 
tion of  some  work  read  before  the  Society  two  years  ago.  It 
was  entitled 

Rate  of  Escape  of  Ammonia  from  Aqueous 
Solution. 

This  referred  to  the  loss  when  a  current  of  air  is  drawn 
through  a  dilute  aqueous  solution  of  ammonia  at  a  uniform 


rate,  and  the  author  submitted  a  logarithmic  formula  by 
which  the  amount  of  ammonia  left  in  a  solution  after  a 
certain  volume  of  air  has  been  drawn  through  can  be 
calculated. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  Dr.  Wilderman  sug- 
gested that  the  formula  was  not  based  on  any  physical  law, 
and  was  a  variant  of  Henry's  law.  The  President  remarked 
on  some  weak  points  in  the  paper,  and  suggested  that  the 

formula  log.  /7  =  A—  ^  might  be  applicable.    Mr.  GROVES 

asked  whether  the  conditions  of  volatilisation  of  ammonia 
had  been  sufficiently  varied.  Dr.  Perman,  in  his  reply,  said 
that  the  vapour-pressure  of  the  ammonia  solution  used  was 
70  mm.  at  20°. 

A  number  of  papers  were  taken  as  read,  and  the  meeting 
adjourned  till  February  17,  on  which  date  there  will  be  a 
ballot  for  the  election  of  Fellows.  The  titles  of  these 
papers  were  : — "  On  the  Dissociation  of  Potassium  Platini- 
chloride  in  Dilute  Solution,  and  the  Production  of  Platinum 
Monochloride,"  by  E.  Sonstadt ;  "  Effect  of  the  Mono-,  Di-, 
and  Tri-chloracetyl  Groups  on  the  Rotatory  Power  of 
Methylic  and  Ethylic  Glycerates  and  Tartrates,"  by  Percy 
Frankland,  F.R.S.,  and  Thomas  Stewart  Patterson,  Ph.D. ; 
"  The  Rotation  of  Ethylic  and  Methylic  Di-monochloracetyl- 
tartrates,"  by  Percy  Frankland,  F.R.S  ,  and  Andrew  Turn- 
bull,  Ph.D. 


MANCHESTER  PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at  the 
Victoria  Hotel  on  February  9,  Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley  (President) 
in  the  chair.  Mr.  James  Grier  was  to  have  read  a  paper  on 
(1)  "  The  Detection  of  Water  in  Ether,"  and  (2)  "  A  Com- 
parison of  the  Melting-points  of  Commercial  Specimens  of 
Paraffin,"  but,  for  various  reasons,  notably  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Grier  had  scarcely  had  sufficient  time  for  preparation,  and 
the  sparseness  of  the  attendance,  it  was  decided  to  hold  it 
over  until  next  meeting.  The  Chairman,  in  moving  the 
confirmation  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  mentioned 
that  on  that  occasion  eighteen  voted  for  the  Pharmacy  Bill 
and  nine  against.  With  that  addition  he  moved  that  they 
were  a  correct  record.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Wild  as  to  whether 
a  special  "whip"  had  been  sent  out  by  Mr.  Gibbons,  other- 
wise the  Chairman  would  not  have  received  the  letters  he 
had,  the  Chairman  said  he  had  no  means  of  judging,  and 
hearsay  was  not  evidence.  (Laughter.)  Mr.  Kirkby  gave 
an  address  on  the  use  of  metric  weights  and  measures, 
which  was  followed  by  a  discussion. 


SHEFFIELD  PHARMACEUTICAL  AND  CHEMICAL 
SOCIETY. 

A  meeting  was  held  in  the  rooms,  New  Surrey  Street,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  when  Mr.  J.  W.  J.  Turner  opened  a 
discussion  on 

The  Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association. 

Mr.  Turner  gave  a  summary  of  what  the  P.A.T.A.  had  done 
and  what  it  proposed  to  do.  He  pointed  out  what  were  the 
special  objects  of  the  Association,  dwelt  upon  its  present 
membership,  and  said  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  re- 
viewing the  work  done  during  the  year  1896,  said  the  Asso- 
ciation had  been  heartily  received  at  the  meetings  held  in 
London  and  the  provinces,  and  the  only  opposition  had  been 
from  a  few  philosophical  pharmacists  and  certain  powerful 
distributors.  The  wholesale  dealers  had  been  almost 
unanimous.  Some  proprietois  had  risked  valuable  proprie- 
taries in  support  of  the  Association  scheme,  with  the  result 
that  at  least  half-a-dozen  articles  of  universal  sale  is  included 
in  the  protected  list.  That  achievement  was  a  substantial 
triumph,  and  greater  it  would  have  been  if  the  retailers  had 
responded  more  freely  and  supported  the  movement.  The 
Association  was  now  fairly  representative ;  it  had  aroused 
into  activity  chemists'  Associations  which  were  dormant ;  it 
had  been  the  means  of  others  being  formed:  and  it  would 
not  cease  its  labours  until  it  had  a  membership  of  at  least 
5,000.  Fully  nine-tenths  of  retail  vendors  were  at  heart  in 
sympathy,  but  were  too  indifferent  to  accept  the  remedy. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  in  time  manufacturers  would  realise 
that  they  would  be  better  served  by  the  8  000  chemists  in 
business  than  by  100  cutters.    A  hopeful  sign  was  that  new 
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proprietary  articles  were  being  more  readily  protected  from 
the  first  at  face-prices.  They  wished  some  of  the  proprietors, 
leading  lights  in  pharmacy,  would  show  their  sympathy 
practically  by  placing  their  goods  on  the  protected  list.  He 
referred  to  other  developments  of  the  Association,  and  said 
its  action  would  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  by  removing  trade  grievances.  It  would  also  mean 
reparation  for  the  apparent  indifference  with  which  the 
Society  had  repeatedly  been  charged.  (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  (Mr.  Squire)  said  he  was  sorry  to  notice 
the  growth  of  the  patent-medicine  trade,  making  special 
reference  to  the  manner  in  which  Americans  were  coming 
over,  thinking  the  British  public  could  be  gulled  to  take 
anything.  (Laughter.)  They  were  being  helped  by  many 
chemists  in  a  way  that  he  thought  was  to  be  deprecated. 
(Hear,  hear.)  There  was  no  doubt  the  British  public  would 
take  medicine,  and  they  must  keep  the  patent  articles,  bat 
he  did  not  think  they  should  make  a  special  feature  of 
them.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  objected  to  an  alliance  with  the 
grocers,  and  urged  that  all  proprietary  articles  should  be 
advertised  at  a  certain  price,  and  that  that  price  should  be 
charged.    (Applause  ) 

Mr.  Ward  thought  it  very  desirable  that  they  should  in- 
clude the  grocers  in  the  Association,  as  they  had  an 
enormous  sale  for  these  articles. 

Mr.  Preston  criticised  the  policy  of  the  P.A.T.A.,  and 
said  it  did  not  go  in  for  the  face-value,  but  the  minimum-value 
of  the  article,  so  that  did  not  do  away  with  cutting.  It  was 
rather  accepting  and  helping  forward  that  practice.  (Hear, 
hear.)  In  his  opinion  the  Association  came  to  them  under  false 
colours,  and  such  conduct  did  not  commend  itself  to  his 
judgment.  He  thought  it  demoralising  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  patent  medicines,  and  he  regretted  that  they  had  in 
any  way  countenanced  the  system.  (Applause.)  He  had 
invariably  decliued  to  recommend  such  articles,  and  should 
continue  to  do  so. 

Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme  (Vice-President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society)  said  he  had  not  given  in  his  name  to  the 
P.A.T.A.,  as  he  had  not  been  able  to  see  the  value  of  it.  He 
had  always  said  that  the  only  proper  way  with  these  things 
was  to  sell  them  at  face-value,  and  that  it  was  immoral  for 
proprietors  of  articles  to  have  two  prices.  The  matter  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  manufacturers  themselves,  quite  inde- 
pendent of  a  trade-association  or  anyone  else.  He  disap- 
proved of  any  alliance  with  the  grocers.    (Hear,  hear.) 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Ibbitt,  Mr.  Turner  replied 
on  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Ward  moved — 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  P.A.T.A.  is  worthy  of 
the  practical  support  of  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and 
Chemical  Society,  and  that  all  owners  of  a  chemists'  proprietary 
article  should  take  advantage  of  this  means  of  providing  retailers 
with  reasonable  remuneration  for  their  services. 

Mr.  Watts  seconded,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 


GLASGOW   AND   WE3T   OF  SCOTLAND 
PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  supper  of  this  Association  was  held  on  Feb- 
ruary 8  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Glasgow.  About  seventy 
gentlemen  were  present,  Mr.  W.  H.  Currie  (President)  in  the 
chair.  Amongst  the  guests  were  Dr.  Hector  C.  Cameron 
(President  of  the  Glasgow  Faculty  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons),  Mr.  J.  Laidlaw  Ewing,  Mr.  G.  Lunan.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Sutherland,  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill,  Mr.  W.  L.  Beaumont, 
Dr.  Alex  Napier,  Dr.  Balfour  Marshall,  Dr.  Median,  Dr. 
Carswell,  Dr.  A.  M.  Robertson,  Dr.  D.  Moffat,  Mr.  D. 
Taylor  (Motherwell),  Mr.  J.  E.  Jackson  (Stirling),  Mr.  D.  S. 
Robertson  (Rutherglen),  Mr.  Wm.  Hustler  (Allen  &  Han- 
burys),  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Taylor  (Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.). 

The  Chairman,  in  proposing  the  loyal  toast,  mentioned 
that  the  ancestors  of  Queen  Victoria,  fourteen  generations 
back,  lived  in  the  Saltmarket  of  Glasgow. 

The  toast  of  "  The  Medical  Profession  "  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  Alexander  Fraser,  who  spoke  of  the  close  relations 
that  subsisted  between  the  medical  profession  and  the 
chemists  and  druggists. 

Dr.  Hector  Cameron,  in  replying,  said  if  there  were  any 
two  bodies  of  men  who  were  engaged  in  serving  the  public 
who  ought  to  maintain  a  kindly  feeling  towards  one  another 


they  were  medical  men  and  chemists.  This  month  lappenel 
to  be  an  interesting  one  to  both  of  them  in  their  capacity  of 
collaborators  on  the  Pharmacopoeia,  a  proof- copy  of  which 
he  had  had  in  his  possession  for  two  or  three  months  ;  and 
he  understood  that  during  this  month  it  was  likely  to  make 
its  appearance.*  (Applause.)  The  committee  had  associated 
with  it  a  very  distinguished  committee  of  the  Pbarmaceutica? 
Society,  who,  as  he  observed  in  the  preface,  were  said  to  have 
rendered  invaluable  services.  (Applause  )  The  new  Phar- 
macopoeia must  prove  to  be  a  great  advance  upon  its  pre- 
decessor, and  in  every  respect  a  most  desirable  acquisition  to 
pharmacists  and  medical  men.  (Applause.) 

Dr.  Alexander  Napier  gave  "  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society,"  and  said  he  had  often  wished  that  they  had  in  the 
medical  profession  a  society  which  devoted  the  fame  atten- 
tion to  the  welfare  of  its  members  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  did  to  the  welfare  of  chemists  and  druggists. 

Mr.  J.  Laidlaw  Ewing  (Edinburgh),  in  replying,  re- 
ferred to  the  examinations,  and  remarked  that  in  Scotland 
they  had  had  far  too  large  a  percentage  of  failures  of  late, 
and  he  hoped  the  statement  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  re- 
cently published  would  be  read  by  teachers  and  students  to 
their  mutual  benefit.  Regarding  the  new  Pharmacopoeia,  he 
had  looked  through  that  volume,  and  he  v»  as  sure  it  would  be 
amonument  to  the  ability  of  the  compilers.  Referring  to  the 
new  Pharmacy  Bill,  Mr.  Ewing  said  that  when  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  was  formed  its  founders  desired  that  all 
registered  chemists  should  have  a  share  in  the  management. 
Their  friends  in  England  who  opposed  this  desire  seemed  to- 
think  that  the  membership  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
was  a  legal  qualification,  which  it  was  not.  (Hear, 
hear.)  The  Society  could  only  have  influence  by  a 
large  adhesion  of  the  members  of  the  trade,  and  the  time 
had  come  when  the  Society  should  be  consolidated. 
It  was  more  than  a  matter  of  justice — it  would 
speedily  be  a  matter  of  necessity — (hear,  hear) — and 
if  by  misguided  motives  the  Bill  which  was  now  being 
introduced  was  defeated,  he  believed  the  time  was  not  far 
distant  when  the  Society  would  be  forced  to  admit  to- 
membership  all  those  who  had  obtained  the  legal  qualifica- 
tion. (Applause  and  "  Hear,  hear.")  Proposing  the  toast  of' 
"The  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Association,"  Mr.. 
Ewing  said  he  noticed  sometimes  with  a  little  envy  how 
without  any  fear  at  all  they  walked  into  those  gentlemen  in 
the  South — (laughter) — whilst  they  in  the  East,  who  were 
bound  by  some  official  ties,  were  obliged  to  be  more  careful. 

Mr.  Currie  replied  to  the  toast,  and  said  the  Glasgow 
Association  had  more  audacity  than  even  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  knew  of,  but  might  know  yet  some  day  to  their- 
cost.  The  membership  of  the  Association  was  about  180: 
They  were  only  beaten  by  the  Midlands  Association  by  three- 
or  four  members,  but  he  hoped  by-and-by  to  see  their  member- 
ship 250. 

Songs  were  given  during  the  evening  by  Mr.  Currie,  Mr.. 
Laing,  Mr.  Gideon  Duncan,  and  a  veutriloquial  entertain- 
ment by  Mr.  Cairncross. 


ROYAL  INSTITUTION  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

AT  the  Friday  evening  meeting  on  February  4,  Mr.  A.  A- 
Campbell  Swinton  gave  a  lecture  on 

Some  New  Studies  in  Cathode  and  Rontgen 
Radiations 

The  lecture  was  well  illustrated  by  experiments  and 
lantern-slides.  Mr.  Swinton  detailed  some  of  many  experi- 
ments he  had  conducted  with  a  view  of  propounding  a. 
satisfactory  x-ray  theory,  and  said  his  experiments  led  him. 
to  agree  in  the  main  with  Sir  Wm.  Crookes's  theory.  A  very 
difficult  experiment  was  performed  (which,  however,  was. 
not  wholly  successful)  of  placing  a  rotating  piece  of  lime 
between  the  anode  and  cathode  of  an  a;-ray  tube,  resulting 
in  an  extremely  brilliant  light  being  produced.  The  effect  of" 
altering  the  relative  positions  of  anode  and  cathode  was- 
shown  by  experiments  and  diagrams,  the  tube  used  having 
a  sliding  cathode  capable  of  being  moved  on  slight  con- 
cussion, and  the  point  when  x  rays  were  most  produced 
demonstrated  by  the  fluorescent  screen.    The  usual 

*  We  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  the  proof-Bheets  are  stiU. 
under  correction. — Ed.  C.  &  D. 


February  12,  1898 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


271 


Display  of  Apparatus 
in  the  library  was  devoted  almost  entirely  to  apparatus  used 
in  radiography.    Mr.  F.  H.  Glew,  chemist,  156  Clapham 


Mb.  A.  A.  C.  Swinton 


Road,  S.W.,  showed  his  "  Focus-tube  Reviver-attachment.' 
This  is  an  arrangement  for  "  reviving "  a  tube  when  the 
vacuum  gets  too  high.  In  the  stem  of  a  focus-tube  some 
pieces  of  iron  wire,  smeared  with  a  resinous  coating,  are 
confined.  When  it  is  desired  to  lower  the  vacuum  one  of  the 
pieces  of  wire  is  drawn  into  a  convenient  part  of  the  stem 
and  gently  warmed  until  the  decomposition  of  the  resinous 
coating  disengages  a  little  gas.  The  tube  during  this  opera- 
tion is  connected  up,  and  watched  by  means  of  the  screen 
until  the  desired  result  is  reached.  Curry  &  Paxton 
Great  Portland  Street,  exhibited  an  apparatus  designed  b, 
Dr.  J.  Mackenzie  Davidson  for  locating  foreign  bodies  wity 


Glew's  Reviver-attachment. 


absolute  accuracy,  thus  doing  away  with  what  has  hitherto 
been  the  chief  hindrance  to  successful  diagnostic  practice  by 
means  of  x  rays.  Dr.  Mackenzie  Davidson  uses  the  appara- 
tus in  his  ophthalmic  practice,  where  absolute  accuracy  is 
more  than  ever  imperative  on  account  of  the  delicate 
operations  involved.  Binko  &  Co.,  34  Leadenhall  Street, 
E.C.,  were  showing  their  "  Dolphin  "  contact-breaker,  which, 
when  fitted  on  a  good  induction-coil,  is  claimed  to  give  a 
"  fatter "  spark.  Experience  seems  to  show  that  good 
radiographs  depend  more  on  the  intensity  of  the  discharge 
than  on  the  rapidity  of  the  interruptions,  and  with  this 
object  in  view  Mr  K.  Schall,  Wigmore  Street,  W.,  designed 
his  motor-interruptor,  which  he  claims  is  better  in  this 
respect  than  either  the  mercury  or  platinum  contact-breaker. 
One  room  was  devoted  to  an  #-ray  demonstration,  a  20- inch 
spark  coil  being  in  use.  Wireless  telegraphy  was  practically 
shown  by  Miller  &  Woods,  2  Gray's  Inn  Road,  who  are 


experiencing  a  demand  for  the  apparatus.  Geo.  Houghton 
&  Son  were  exhibiting  some  photographic  novelties  which 
we  ictend  referring  to  in  the  near  iuture. 


ENTERTAINMENTS  AND  FESTIVITIES. 
The  fortnightly  "Social  Evening"  of  the  Brighton  Junior 
Association  of  Pharmacy  was  held  on  February  2  at  New- 
burgh  Hall,  Brighton,  with  Mr.  J.  R.  Gwatkin  in  the  chair. 
A  good  programme  was  gone  through,  and  a  very  pleasant 
evenirg  spent. 

Hie  second  Chemists'  Assistants' Association's  Cinderella  of 
the  season  took  place  at  the  Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street 
on  February  4.  Dancing  commenced  at  7.30  and  was  kept 
up  till  12.  Over  a  hundred  members  and  friends  spent  an 
enjoyable  evening.  Mr.  H.  Robins  had  charge  of  the 
arrangements. 

At  the  Colonnade  Hotel,  Birmingham,  the  managers  and 
assistants  of  Messrs.  Boots  (Limited)  held  a  social  concert. 
Mr.  R.  R.  Gibson  presided.  Music  was  contributed  by  the 
Excelsior  Glee-singers  and  Messrs.  E.  J.  Lidbury,  Gates, 
Iveson,  and  J.  S.  Clarke.  The  attendance  was  large  and  the- 
concert  a  success. 

On  February  7,  Mr.  W.  L.  Howie  gave  a  lantern-lecture  od 
"  The  Scottish  Alps  "  at  the  Bradford  Mechanics'  Institute,, 
under  the  auspices  of  this  Association.  Alderman  Dunn, 
presided.  About  140  photographic  lantern-slides  were  shown 
taken  by  the  lecturer  whilst  mountaineering,  which  were- 
models  of  perfection  in  photography  applied  to  land  and 
cloud  scape.  The  views  were  mainly  of  the  highest  of  the- 
Scotch  mountains  in  Perthshire  and  Aberdeenshire,  taken  in 
spriDg,  when  snow  lies  upon  them  to  a  great  depth.  The- 
lecturer  also  showed  fine  views  illustrating  the  effects  of 
the  movements  of  glaciers  and  the  splitting  of  rocks  by  rain 
and  frost,  introducing  photographs  of  the  valleys  that  lie- 
between  the  towering  hills,  and  historic  castles,  also  some 
slides  of  the  graves  of  the  Highlanders  who  perished  with 
the  extinction  of  the  Stuart  cause  at  Culloden.  The  lecturer- 
commented  on  the  comparative  neglect  by  climbers  of  the 
Scottish  Highlands ;  February  to  May  was,  he  said,  the 
period  for  mountain  climbing  in  this  locality.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  the  lecture,  the  Chairman  expressed  to  Mr. 
Howie  the  thanks  of  the  Bradford  Chemists'  Association  and 
of  the  audience  in  general,  his  thanks  being  endorsed  by 
hearty  applause.  Mr.  Howie  was  afterwards  entertained  a-t 
supper  at  the  Great  Northern  Victoria  Hotel,  when  a  toast-list 
was  gone  through  and  an  enjoyable  musical  evening  si  ent. 

On  February  8,  Mr.  W.  L.  Howie  repeated  this  lecture- 
before  the  Nottingham  and  Notts  Chemists'  Association,  at. 
the  Circus  Street  Hall,  Nottingham,  Mr.  R  Fitzhugh  (Presi- 
dent) in  the  chair.  Mr.  Howie  was  afterwards  entertained  to 
supper  at  the  Albert  Hotel.  The  Chairman,  in  thanking 
Mr.  Howie,  said  there  was  not  half  so  much  pleasure  in 
doing  business  now  owing  to  "cutting,"  which  had  intro- 
duced an  element  of  discord  into  their  shops.  His  advice 
still  was,  stick  to  the  best  articles  and  do  not  cheapen  dis- 
pensing by  charging  lower  rates.  Mr.  Howie,  in  reply,  said 
he  understood  the  President  to  mean  that  they  were  to  turn- 
out dispensing  at  a  standard  higher  than  "company 
pharmacy  "  could  ever  hope  for.  This,  he  was  sure,  would 
keep  their  customers  together. 

The  seventeenth  Junior  Pharmacy  Ball  took  place  on 
February  9,  and  this  year  has  been  a  record  one,  over  400- 
tickets  being  given  up  at  the  doors.  Dancing  began  at  9, 
and  was  kept  up  till  early  on  Thursday  morning.  At  supper 
at  midnight  Mr.  Walter  Hills  presided,  and  in  proposing  the 
toast  of  "The  Junior  Pharmacy  Ball"  and  "  The  Ladies," 
said  that  now  the  ball  had  reached  the  age  of  "  sweet 
seventeen  "  it  was  no  longer  a  shy  debutante,  and,  as  the- 
attendance  showed  that  evening,  was  becoming  more  and 
more  popular.  He  wished  to  thank  the  Hon.  Secretary  and  Com- 
mittee, who  had  worked  so  hard  to  provide  such  a  successful 
evening.  He  was  sorry  to  hear  Mr.  T.  C.  W.  Martin  was  too 
unwell  to  be  present,  which  they  all  regretted,  and  hoped  his 
usual  health  would  soon  return.  Mr.  W.  J.  Henson,  Hon. 
Secretary  to  the  Ball  Committee,  replied  for  the  "Junior 
Pharmacy  Ball,"  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Robinson  for  "  The  Ladies," 
and  their  speeches  were  enthusiastically  received.  Mr.  C. 
W.  Martin  was  M.C.,  and  fulfilled  his  multifarious  duties  to- 
everybody's  satisfaction. 
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The  managers  and  assistants  of  Day's  Metropolitan  Drug 
Company,  numbering  over  forty,  assembled  for  their  annual 
dinner  in  the  Duke's  Salon  at  Holborn  Restaurant  on 
February  3.  Mr.  E.  A.  A.  Fry  (general  manager)  occupied 
the  chair.  Dinner  finished,  a  toast-list  was  gone  through. 
The  Chairman,  in  proposing  "  The  Directors,"  said  the  com- 
pany had  now  forty-one  shops,  and  found  their  business  an 
increasing  one,  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  loyal  manner 
in  which  the  staff  had  worked.  He  suggested  the  formation 
•of  a  benefit  fund,  which  he  had  reason  to  believe  would 
receive  substantial  financial  support  from  the  directors.  A 
very  creditable  musical  programme  was  rendered  by  the 
Chairman,  Messrs.  G.  E.  Norrish,  J.  Benjamin,  Dan  and  S. 
Jones,  C.  R.  Fairman,  Whittaker,  H.  E.  Burgess-Brown,  W. 
Robinson,  and  J.  E.  Ferguson.  Mr.  J.  Benjamin  carried  out 
all  the  arrangements  for  the  dinner. 

On  February  5,  Davy  Hill's  Cricket  Club  held  their  second 
annual  dinner  at  the  Falstaff  Hotel.  Mr.  C.  A.  Hill  took 
the  chair,  and  Messrs.  J.  T.  Alderman,  R.  F.  S.  Edward, 
Arnold  Lewis,  and  others  contributed  songs.  In  1897  the 
club  played  eleven  matches  with  clubs  connected  with  the 
drug-trade — won  7,  lost  3,  drawn  1. 

The  staff  of  Messrs.  Henry  Hodder  &  Co.  (Limited)  held 
their  annual  dinner  at  the  Crown  and  Dove  Hotel,  Bristol, 
on  February  7.  Mr.  F.  C.  Fawn  presided.  During  the 
evening  the  popular  managing  director,  Mr.  Edmund  Car- 
penter, was  presented  with  a  handsome  clock,  ornaments, 
and  address  testifying  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by 
the  employes.  Mr.  Fawn,  having  made  the  presentation, 
proposed  "The  Guest  of  the  Evening,"  whose  health  was 
enthusiastically  drunk.  Mr.  Carpenter  expressed  his  thanks 
in  a  very  cordial  speech. 


Graoe^flDarks  Hpplleo  for. 

Anyone  who  objects  to  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  must 
address  the  Comptroller-General,  Patent  Office,  Chancery 
Lane,  W.C.,  within  a  month  of  the  date  of  publication. 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marls  Journal,"  January  26,  1898.) 
Lagoline  " ;   for  chemical  substances  used  in  manufactures, 
photography,  or  philosophical  research  and  anti-corrosives.  By 
Holzapfeto  Composition  Company   (Limited),  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  manufacturers.  210,231. 

"  Lemco  "  ;  for  chemical  substances  used  in  (1)  manufactures, 
photography,  or  philosophical  research  and  anti-corrosives  ; 
(2)  medicine  and  pharmacy;  (3)  mineral-waters;  and  (4) 
perfumery.  By  Liebig  Extract  of  Meat  Company,  9  Fen- 
church  Avenue,  E.C.    210,313  ;  210,318  ;  210,320. 

41  Ebberzine  " ;  a  dressing  for  curbs,  splints,  &c,  in  animals. 
By  E.  C.  Smith,  Midhurst,  Sussex,  veterinary  surgeon. 
209/658. 

'  Fanlite  "  ;  for  chemical  substances  prepared  for  use  in  medicine 
and  pharmacy.  By  F.  Denham25  Evington  Road,  Leicester, 
manufacturer.  209,931. 
"  Korrok"  ;  for  goods  in  Class  3.  By  A.  B.  Duncombe,  2  Merton 
Villas,  Wellington  Road,  South  Hounslovv,  manufacturing- 
chemist.  210,061. 

"  Trellis  "  and  "  Touchstone  "  ;  for  perfumery.  By  W.  Gossage 
&  Sons  (Limited),  Widnes,  Lanes,  soap-manufacturers. 
209,948. 

Signature  of  firm  ;  for  boxes  for  containing  articles  of  perfumery, 
sold  empty.  By  Ayrton  &  Saunders,  149  Duke  Street,  Liver- 
pool, druggists'  sundries'  dealers.  208,306. 

(From  the  "Trade  Marls  Journal,"  February  2,  1898.) 
Eros,  a  chemical  substance  for  destroying  weeds,  &c.    By  G.  H. 
Hedley,  2  Croxteth  Road,  Liverpool,  chemical  manufacturer. 
209,747. 

Label  with  wording  "Phenazon"  and  design;  a  chemical  sub- 
stance for  use  in  medicine  and  pharmacy.  The  essential 
particular  is  the  device  of  three  stars.  Applicants  disclaim 
any  right  to  the  exclusive  use  of  the  added  matter.  By  Die 
Farbwerke  vorm.  Meister,  Lucius  &  Briining,  Birkbeck  Bank 
Chambers,  Southampton  Buildings,  W.C.  208,865. 

Kismet  ;  for  all  goods  in  Class  3.  By  Stephen  Armitage,  c  o  The 
Junior  Constitutional  Club,  Piccadilly,  W.,  civil  engineer. 
209,902. 

Ormalina,  a  preparation  for  the  hair.    Phillippe  Peronne,  60 

Piccadilly,  W.,  hair-dresser.  209,861. 
Yalecia;  for  perfumery.    By  L.  T.  Ashwell  Hazelwood,  Warling- 

ham,  Surrey,  chemist  and  druggist.  210,331. 


Sonic  Nubian  grug-frabc  Jlctos. 


"Our  much-respected  Governor." 

MR.  W.  E.  SMITH,  the  retired  partner  in  the  firm  of  W. 
E.  Smith  &  Co.  (which  he  founded),  Madras  and 
Bangalore,  was  the  hero  of  a  pleasant  ceremony  on  January 
16  last.  The  native  clerks  in  his  employment  got  up  an 
address  to  him,  which  they  presented  with  native  honours. 
Each  clerk,  from  the  chief  downwards,  came  to  him  and  hung 
a  garland  of  yellow  chrysanthemums  round  his  neck,  then 
handed  him  a  lime,  which  he  had  to  accept  in  his  light 
hand.  After  this  tribute,  the  chief  clerk  read  the  following 
address ; — 

January  16. 

Most  Respected  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — We  beg  to  ap- 
proach you  with  the  -following  few  lines,  and  trust  they  will  be 
received  in  the  spirit  in  which  they  are  offered. 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  us  to  think  that  we  are  once  more 
privileged  to  pay  our  humble  respects,  and  still  more  pleased  to 
see  among  the  assembly  our  much-respected  governor,  Mr.  E.  W. 
Smith,  whose  advent  to  our  midst  is  welcomed,  and  affords  us  an 
opportunity  oX— fulfilling  our  long-cherished  object,  namely,  to 
offer  that  much  respected  gentleman  our  heartfelt  congratulations, 
peace,  plenty,  and  prosperity,  in  the  new  year. 

It  is  a  joy  beyond  measure  to  know  and  feel  that,  although  at 
times  apart,  kind  thoughts,  goodwill,  and  warm  regard,  never 
failing,  exist. 

The  handsome  new  building  which  now  forms  our  canopy  is, 
beyond  doubt,  the  finest  of  its  kind  in  Madras,  and,  if  we  were  to 
traverse  the  length  and  breadth  of  India,  we  do  not  think  it  can 
be  surpassed  in  beauty  or  in  structure. 

In  conclusion,  we  pray  the  Almighty  that  we  shall  be  spared  to 
have  the  honour  of  paying  our  humble  tribute  in  like  manner 
year  after  year. 

"  And  in  few  words  will  sum  up  our  address, 
Peace,  good  will  to  all,  every  happiness, 
May  Providence,  unceasing,  always  bless, 
And  W.  E.  Smith  &  Co.  never  grow  less." 

S.  Rajagopaul  Naidoo,  and  Others. 

An  address  of  a  similar  character  was  presented  to  the 
junior  partners  in  the  firm  on  New  Year's  Day.  Many  of  the 
natives  who  took  part  in  the  ceremony  have  been  on  the  staff 
for  fifteen  or  sixteen  years. 

Official  Items. 

Sir  George  King,  K.C.S.I.,  is  about  to  retire  from  the 
superintendentship  of  the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens,  Calcutta, 
and  Surgeon-Major  Prain,  who  has  been  his  deputy  for  some 
years,  and  lecturer  in  botany  to  the  University  of  Calcutta, 
has  been  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  to 
reign  in  his  stead.  Dr.  Prain's  conspicuous  ability  as  a 
botanist,  and  his  extensive  and  most  important  contributions 
to  botanical  literature,  are  so  well  knowD,  that  they  give 
ample  augury  that  he  will  worthily  succeed  a  list  of  superin- 
tendents that  has  included  during  the  century  of  the 
Gardens'  existence  such  names  as  Roxburgh,  Wallich,  and 
King. 

Surgeon  Lieut. -Col.  C.  J.  H.  Warden  also  retires,  as  soon 
as  the  Frontier  operations  have  been  co_cluded,  from 
the  medical  storekeepership  to  Government,  Bengal  com- 
mand. It  is  understood  that  he  will  succeed  Surgeon 
Lieut. -Col.  F.  N.  Macnamara  as  Inspector-General  of  Medical 
Stores  at  the  India  Office,  a  well-earned  prize,  which  is  felt 
to  be  a  fitting  distinction  for  an  official  who  has  been  so 
successful  as  Dr.  Warden  has  been. 

Wonderful  are  the  Ways  of  the  Wily  Bengali 

when  he  wants  a  day's  leave  in  addition  to  the  inordinately 
long  list  of  fast-days  and  holy-days  that  the  Christian  and 
heathen  calendars  together  conspire  to  observe  to  the  en- 
couragement of  laziness.  If  the  excuse  that  his  presence  is 
imperative  at  the  funeral  pyre  of  a  deceased  grandmother 
has  been  availed  of  oftener  than  seems  necessary  or  natural, 
his  ingenuity  is  sometimes  exercised  to  invent  some  equally 
feasible  excuse.  The  simple  fever  of  the  country  is  the  most 
convenient,  but  they  do  not  often  invite  it  like  the  writer  of 
the  following  requisition  in  "  baboo  English,"  received  at  an 
English  pharmacy : — 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  suffering  for  a  long  time  from  headache.  Dr. 
Bose  has  advised  me  to  bring  fever  anyhow  and|  that  will  surely 
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cure  me.  I  request  your  favour  for  kindly  sending  me  a  medicine 
that  shall  cause  high  fever  to  attack  me  within  16  hours. 

Yours  ffly, 

The  Eclipse. 

Professor  Pedler,  F.R.S.,  of  Calcutta,  a  former  student  of 
the  School  of  Pharmacy,  was  one  of  those  who  assisted  Sir 
Norman  Lockyer  in  his  observations  on  the  solar  eclipse,  and 
observed  arc  lines  of  iron  in  the  lower  corona,  thus  confirm- 
ing the  observations  that  the  sun  is  in  the  iron-creating 
stage  of  evolution.  Mr.  J.  Grantley  Tingle,  another  old 
student  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  was  also  making 
observations  along  with  an  official  astronomer.  During  his 
residence  in  Secunderabad  Mr.  Tingle  has  taken  to  star- 
gazing.   He  has  now  left  India  for  Sydney,  N.S.W. 


flew  Companies  ano  Company 
mews. 


Speingwell  (Limited).— Capital  20,000/ ,  in  11.  shares 
(10,000  preference  and  10,000  deferred).  Objects  :  To  acquire 
certain  premises  near  Springwell,  Middlesex,  and  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  mineral  aerated  water  manufacturers  and  ice 
merchants. 

Spottina  (Limited).— Capital  5,000/.,  in  5/.  shares. 
Objects :  To  acquire  the  Kingston  Mills,  52  and  54  Granville 
Road,  Kilburn,  and  to  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  a 
preparation  for  removing  stains  and  cleansing  fabrics,  known 
as  "  Spottina."  The  first  directors  are  :  R.  N.  Cunningham 
T.  W.  Pegs,  R.  G.  Sidford,  A.  C.  Cunningham,  and  N.  L. 
Stocken.    Qualification,  five  shares. 

David  Thom,  Domeiee  &  Co.  (Limited).  —  Capital 
180,000/.,  in  5/.  shares  (18,000  6/.  per  cent,  cumulative  pre- 
ference). To  acquire  the  business  of  David  Thom  &  Co.,  of 
Whit  Lane  Works,  Pendleton,  Manchester,  and  the  business 
of  "Domeier&  Co.,"  of  13  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  E.C.,  to  enter 
into  agreements  with  James  G.  Bellamy,  Arthur  W.  Hart, 
Oscar  Unglaub,  and  Charles  Twietmeyer,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  soap,  glycerine,  oil,  tallow,  and  chemical  manu- 
facturers, candle-makers,  chemists,  druggists,  clrysalters,  oil 
and  colourmen,  &c.  The  first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer 
than  three,  nor  more  than  seven)  are  Frank  A.  Roberts,  T. 
Falkner  Phillips,  Alexander  L.  Ormrod,  Oscar  Unglaub 
(managing  director),  and  Charles  Twietmeyer.  Qualification, 
1,000/.  Remuneration,  200/.  each  per  annum,  and  250/.  for 
the  Chairman. 


David  Thom,  Domeier  &  Co.  (Limited).— The  pro- 
spectus of  this  company,  with  a  capital  of  180,000/.,  half  in 
6-per-cent.  preference  shares  and  half  in  ordinary  shares,  has 
been  published  this  week.  The  company  takes  over  the 
business  of  David  Thom  &  Co.,  of  Whit  Lane  Works, 
Pendleton,  Manchester,  makers  of  soap,  oil,  tallow  and 
glycerine,  and  of  Domeier  &  Co.,  chemical  agents,  13  St. 
Mary-at-Hill,  London.  Accountants'  certificates  showing  the 
net  profits  of  the  two  businesses  for  the  past  four  years  are 
given,  showing  an  annual  average  of  over  20,000/.  The 
separate  profits  of  the  businesses  are  not  shown.  The  price 
to  be  paid  for  the  businesses  is  fixed  at  147,459/.  Mr. 
Domeier's  name  does  not  appear  on  the  directorate,  but  his 
manager,  Mr.  Charles  Twietmeyer,  is  retained  as  London 
manager  for  five  years.  He  informs  us  that  the  shares  have 
been  applied  for  four  times  over,  and  that  the  directors  will 
go  to  allotment  on  Monday.  Mr.  Domeier  retains  an  interest 
in  the  concern,  but  retires  from  active  management. 

Maeshalls  (Limited).— The  first  annual  general  meeting 
of  the  shareholders  in  this  company  was  held  on  January  27 
at  the  office  of  the  company,  Mr.  Eli  Marshall,  chairman 
of  the  company,  presiding.  He  stated  that  the  bilance-sheet 
for  the  past  year  showed  that  the  net  earnings  of  the  company 
were  sufficient  to  pay  a  dividend  of  15  per  cent,  after  paying 
all  the  formation-expenses,  which  would  not  recur.  The 
directors,  however,  did  not  think  it  would  be  wise  to  distribute 
the  whole  of  their  earnings,  and  he  therefore  proposed  a 
dividend  of  10  per  cent,  free  of  income-tax,  the  balance  to  be 
carried  to  a  reserve  fund.  This  proposal  was  carried  un- 
animously.  Mr.  J.  E.  Edwards  was  re-elected  a  director,  and 


Mr.  Alfred  Manners  (of  the  firm  of  Judd  &  Manners,  76 
Cannon  Street,  E.C.)  was  re-elected  auditor  for  the  coming 
year.  A  discussion  ensued  as  to  the  advisability  of  offering 
shares  to  members  of  the  trade.  This  was  ultimately  left  to 
the  directors  for  consideration. 

The  French  Vimbos. — A  charge  of  fraud  in  connection 
with  the  attempt  to  float  a  company  to  exploit  Vimbos  in 
France  and  Belgium  was  investigated  at  Bow  Street  Police 
Court  on  Tuesday.  Messrs.  F.  H.  Kirby  and  Bernard  Parker 
were  charged  with  having  converted  to  persons  not  entitled 
to  it  the  sum  of  5,710/.  out  of  6,000/.  entrusted  to  them 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  out  the  company.  It  appeared 
from  the  evidence  that  a  Frenchman,  named  Bullein,  who 
had  formerly  teen  proprietor  of  a  business  called  the 
Comptoir  Internationale,  but  had  sold  the  business  to  a 
company,  of  which  the  defendants  were  respectively  chair- 
man and  vice-chairman,  had  undertaken  the  business. 
Bullein,  it  was  alleged,  had  had  a  large  part  of  the  money, 
and  the  defendants  were  able  to  satisfy  the  magistrate  that 
they  had  not  personally  benefited  by  the  transaction,  bub 
had  been  themselves  deceived  by  Bullein,  who  could  not  be 
got  at.  They  had  undertaken  themselves  to  repay  the 
moneyjwhich  had  been  lost,  and  were  discharged. 


2>eatb0. 

Adcock. — On  January  26,  Mr.  Robert  Mcintosh  Adcock, 
chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Wellingborough.    Aged  32. 

Challice. — On  January  27,  Mr.  Swann  Ripsher  Challice, 
chemist  and  elruggist,  Croydon.    Aged  63. 

GlAISTER.— On  February  4,  at  his  residence,  96  London 
Road,   Brightorj,   Mr.   Thomas    Glaisyer,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
and  for  a  great  number  of  years  partner  in  the  firm  of- 
Glaisyer  &  Kemp,  pharmaceutical  chemists,  North  Street, 
Brighton.    The  business  was  established  by  the  father  of  the- 
gentleman  deceased  in  1798.    Mr.  Grover  Kemp  was  taken 
into  partnership  in  1813,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Glaisyer  first  went 
behind  the  counter  in  1816.  Mr.  Glaisyer  was  in  his  ninetieth 
year,  and  was  one  of  the  best-informed  men  on  Brighton 
history,  as  be  had  lived  there  and  taken  a  great  interest  in 
many  institutions  of  the  town  all  his  life.    He  was  a  leading 
member  of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  Sussex,  and  for  sixty- 
years  was  treasurer  of  the  Brighton  Auxiliary  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  He  had  also  been  president  of  the 
Sussex  Natural  History  Society,  ar.d  was  a  very  capable 
microscopist.    Mr,  Glaisyer  had  retired  from  business  for 
many  years.    In  1878  he  was  one  of  the  venerable  witnesses  ' 
who  were  brought  to  the  Queen's  Bench  Court  by  the 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Trade  Association  in  the  case  of-' 
the  Apothecaries'  Society  v.  Wiggins  to  testify  to  the 
practice  of  chemists  as  to  prescribing  before  the  passing  of 
the  Apothecaries'  Act  in  1815.    He  was  not,  however,  called. 
Mr.  Glaisyer's  nephew,  now  the  Registrar  of  the  County  Court - 
in  Birmingham,  was  at  one  time  well  known  to  chemists  as- 
the  legal  adviser  of  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Trade 
Association. 

Jameson.— On  February  3,  at  Norde  Yue,  Armathwaite,. 
Mr.  Joseph  Jameson,  aged  80.  Mr.  Jameson  was  formerly- 
in  business  as  a  chemist  at  Heywood,  and  was  well  known 
as  a  breeder  of  shorthorns  and  blood  horses,  Dun  Dancer,, 
one  of  his  racers,  gaining  a  victory  in  the  Ascot  Stakes  a  few 
years  ago. 

Ness.— On  January  31,  Mr.  W.  H.  Ness,  Black  Banks,  near 
Darlington,  aged  39.  Mr.  Ness  was  the  second  son  of  Mr. 
Thos.  Ness,  chemical  manufacturer,  and  had  managed  the 
Black  Banks  Chemical  Works  for  fifteen  years. 

Parsons.— On  January  29,  Mrs.  Ann  Parsons,  Belfast. 
Aged  87.  Mrs.  Parsons  had  been  an  annuitant  on  the 
Pharmaceutical  Benevolent  Fund  since  1877. 

Schroder. — The  death,  on  January  28,  is  reported  of  Dr. 
Waldemar  von  Schroder,  professor  of  materia  medica  and1 
director  of  the  Pharmacological  Institution  in  Heidelberg. 
He  was  in  his  forty-seventh  year.  Professor  von  Schroder 
was  noted  for  his  investigations  in  morphine,  caffeine,  and; 
pelletirine.  He  was  formerly  in  Strasbure:,  and  removed  to 
Heidelberg  in  1890. 
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EMBROCATION 


in  bottles  to  retail  at 


9     X/-,     and  2/6. 

SANITAS  " 


AND  OTHER 


DISINFECTANTS 

SOLPHOR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent) 

6d.,  Qd.,  and  1/-  each. 

PRESERVED  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 

(Patent). 

MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED   DESTROYER,  &c.  &c. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,   LIMITED,  BETHNAL  CREEN,  LONDON. 

and  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YORK. 


S  PRATT'S 

imMiL  PATENT 

Dog  Cakes 

SUPPLIED  TO 

NANSEN 
EXPEDITION. 


.  ^*  MUMFOHD 

FARRINGDON    ROAD.    LONDON,  E.C. 


Mo.  i  Pure 
JSHE 

BEST 


CmiSHED  UNSEED 


f  ^LEANED  LINSEED 
1      Ho.  1  Finest  Pure 
fl    FVCLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Oolong 


Mo.  3  Pore 
,    FULLER'S  EARTH 


Pure 

LIQUORICE 


Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 


14/  *  i- 

W 

15/& 


BWt.  RPRECIPITATED 


25/. 


12/  ewt 


No.  2  Pure 

PRECIPITATED  CHA 


LKl 


710 


"WHITE  EA 
Specially  prepared  for 
Toilet  purposes. 
Fluent  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 
Besi  Pure 


■i,  -.v^^,^  .  ,  .  „      ,  ARROWROOT 

|  #  Ct-RRIAQE  PAID  to  Hallway  Stations  within  100  mUei  of  London  (or. 
<»i!6WMSoe  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  Ha  lba.  and  I 
■aewards  of  aboT»  articles.  Smaller  aareals  dali Tared  tree  oa  toll  London  I 
ma  ttboT*  pricee. 


lb. 


/Q  lb.,  In 
/  g    tine,  j 


PEPSALIA 

Bears  a  good  profit,  and  may  be  obtained 
through  the  Wholesale  Trade. 


Proprietors,  CEREBOS  LTD,,  3  Maiden  Lane,  London,  E.C. 
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PURE  CANE  SUGARS. 

"GLEBE"  SUCROSE  should  be  used  by  all  Chemists  to 

whom  a  perfect  Sugar  is  of  importance. 

"GLEBE"   SPECIAL   CRYSTALS   for    Aerated  Water 
Manufacturers  has  no  equal. 
Guaranteed  Pure  Cane,  and  free  from  Chemicals,  Blue,  or  other 
Colouring  Hatter. 

For  Prices  and  Samples  send  a  Post  Oard  to 

GLEBE  SUGAR  REFINING  CO.,  GLASGOW. 


HORLICK'S 

MALTED  MILK 

FOR 

Infaato  &  Invalid®. 


34  FARRINGDON  ROAD,  E.C. 


Jtetcbm*  Concentrated  £iquor$ 

AND  THE 

NEW   PHARMACOPC  J  A. 
See  Diary,  1898,  pages  21,  22,  23  and  24. 


L^j^jjxi-:  CjcrflvrMml6 


WESTMINSTER  WISDOM. 

Once  more  our  wise  men  have  foregathered,  and  the  book 
of  Victoria  61  and  62  has  been  opened  for  them  to  write  in 
it  the  outcome  of  their  patriotic  strivings.  For  a  Govern- 
ment which  has  declared  itself  by  the  mouth  of  one  of  its 
most  influential  members  to  exist  largely  for  the  purpose  of 
pushing  British  trade  the  Queen's  Speech  is  a  somewhat 
disappointing  document.  The  only  commercial  topics  re- 
ferred to  in  it  are,  first,  an  announcement  of  the  conclusion 
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■of  a  treaty  of  friendship  and  commerce  with  the  Emperor  of 
Abyssinia;  second,  an  assurance  that  the  Government  will 
•do  its  best  to  get  the  price  of  sugar  advanced ;  and,  third, 
•the  intimation  that  Bills  for  guarding  against  fraud  in  the 
management  of  limited  companies,  and  for  preventing  the 
adulteration  of  drugs  and  food  shall  be  introduced.  One  of 
•toe  minor  mysteries  of  the  Speech  is  the  curious  variation  of 
the  familiar  title  of  this  latter  Bill.  Why  should  it  appear 
now  as  a  "  Drugs  and  Food"  Bill,  though  the  formula  "  Food 
•and  Drugs  "  has  been  consecrated  by  a  quarter  of  a  century's 
-custom  1  Poor  Mr  Hudson  Kearley  !  He  must  have  watched 
anxiously  for  the  promise  of  this  Bill  in  the  Speech,  for  he 
£iad  pledged  himself  to  the  public  analysts  to  move  an 
amendment  to  the  Address  if  it  should  not  te  alluded  to. 
Ths  Speech  moved  on  majestically  to  its  very  end  until  this 
Bill  wa?  mentioned,  and  Mr.  Kearley  would  have  been 
fancying  that  his  grievance  was  secure.  Even  now  the 
chances  of  this  measure  becoming  law  are  somewhat  slender 
for  it  comes  last  in  a  batch  of  nearly  a  dozen  Bills  (including 
the  Companies  Amendment  Bill)  whose  introduction  even  is 
•contingent  on  "  the  time  at  your  disposal "  permitting  you 
*'  to  proceed  with  them."  Clearly  this  conditional  promise 
■does  not  satisfy  Mr.  Kearley,  for  on  Wednesday  he  put  in 
notice  of  an  amendment  to  the  Address  declaring  the  urgent 
need  of  a  measure  for  checking  the  widespread  adulteration 
■of  food  products,  and  regretting  that  no  assurance  was  given 
'that  such  a  measure  would  be  proposed  this  Session.  The 
Daily  Kens  states  that  the  Government  Bill  on  this  subject 
will  be  a  much  stronger  one  than  that  which  Mr.  Chaplin 
brought  forward  last  year. 

A  measure  for  the  amendment  of  the  Vaccination  Law  is 
promised  unconditionally.  This,  we  understand,  is  to  be  a 
■measure  in  favour  of  glycerinated  calf-lymph,  and  intro- 
■  ducing  into  England  and  Wales  the  domiciliary  vaccination 
■which  is  adopted  in  Scotland.  Some  concession,  it  is  ex- 
pected, will  be  made  to  those  parents  who  object  to  vaccina- 
tion on  conscientious  grounds. 

A  miserably  mean  I  hought  may  have  occurred  to  some 
minds  when  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  so 
distinctly  committed  himself  and  his  colleagues  to  a  com- 
mercial policy  If  is  conceivable  that  some  misguided 
•tradesman  may  have  hoped  that  that  meant  a  penny  off  the 
income-tax.  Let  such  a  one  learn  that  this  is  not  the  kind 
of  benefit  which  the  long-suffering  middle  classes  h  ive  to 
hope  for.  A  surplus  of  something  like  two  and  half  millions 
is  anticipated,  but  there  is  no  chance  of  anything  being 
taken  off  the  income-tax  or  any  other  tax.  The  estimatest 
we  are  glad  to  learn,  "  have  been  framed  with  the  utmost 
•desire  for  economy  "  ;  but  it  may  be  desirable  to  shoot  some 
of  our  customers,  so  the  twenty-five  hundred  thousand  pounds 
■will  have  to  be  spent  in  shot  and  shell,  and  such-like 
adjuncts  of  civilisation. 

Private  members  were  balloting  on  Thursday  for  precedence 
■with  their  measures.  Up  to  Wednesday  332  had  given 
notice  of  their  intention  to  take  part  in  this  ballot.  The 
•chances  of  such  a  measure  as  the  Pharmacy  Act  Amendment 
Bill,  if  it  is  opposed  at  all,  may  be  estimated  from  this 
■circumstance. 


ALCOHOLIC  EXTRACTS. 

We  have  on  many  occasions  referred  to  the  cb'sadvantages 
whhh  Bricish  c'aeaai  z il-miuufaoturers  aad  wholesale  drug- 
gists labour  under  through  the  want  of  duty-free  pure 
alcohol  for  manufacturing-purposes.  For  many  years  prac- 
tically the  whole  of  British  exports  of  medicinal  alcoholic  pre- 
parations were  suppliei  1  from  foreign  ports,  and  this  might  have 
been  going  on  now  had  our  fiscal  authorities  not  seen  that 
it  was  in  the  interests  of  British  trade  to  permit  a  draw-  j 


back  on  alcoholic  preparations  made  from  duty-paid  spirit. 
Much,  however,  remains  to  be  done  brfore  our  manufac- 
turers get  on  a  level  with  those  in  Germany  engaged  in  the 
same  departments  of  manufacture.  The  position  of  the 
Germans  is  that  they  are  permitted  to  use  pure  spirit  duty 
free  under  conditions  no  more  irksome  than  those  accompany- 
ing the  use  of  methylated  spirit  in  this  country.  Permission  is 
granted  to  those  who  use  25  litres  or  more  annually  for  medi- 
cinal or  scientific  purposes,  and  to  manufacturers  who  use 
50  litres  or  more  annually  for  trade-purposes.  The  regula- 
tions bearing  upon  the  use  are  necessarily  stringent,  but  not 
at  all  prohibitive.  For  example,  retail  pharmacists  may  get 
permission  to  use  the  duty-free  pure  alcohol  for  making  all 
alcoholic  medicinal  preparations,  except  tooth  and  mouth 
washes,  certain  aromatic  spirits  (e.g  ,  cinnamon  and  pepper- 
mint) and  tinctures  (eg  ,  gentian  and  ginger),  which  might 
be  used  as  beverages  ;  in  short,  the  use  of  du'y-free  pure 
spirit  is  permitted  when  the  products  are  lona  fide 
medicinal.  Which  is  a  nice  thing  for  our  Geiman 
confreres,  and  we  should  not  have  a  word  to  say  against 
it  if  the  results  were  confined  to  Germany ;  but  the 
fact  is  too  well  known  that  the  large  German  manufacturers 
compete  with  British  manufacturers,  and  with  the  great 
advantage  of  using  pure  spirit  at  something  less  than  half 
the  price  that  we  have  to  pay  for  denaturised  spirit.  Just 
now,  for  example,  a  well-known  German  house  has  issued  a 
price-list  in  London  which  contains  extremely  low  quota- 
tions for  the  stronger  alcoholic  extracts  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia — viz.,  belladonna,  Indian  hemp,  nux  vomica, 
&c.  It  is  unnecessary  to  mention  the  prices  at  present,  but 
we  may  say  that  they  are  below  the  cost  of  the  raw  drug, 
grinding  the  same,  methylated  spirit  lost  in  making  the 
extract,  and  labour,  but  not  below  the  cost  in  Germany  of 
the  drug,  grinding,  loss  of  pure  spirit,  and  labour;  in  shorty 
we  believe  the  difference,  if  the  matter  were  carefully  gone 
into,  would  be  found  to  be  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  the 
methylated  spirit  lost  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  cost  of  pure 
spirit  lost  in  Germany— about  Is.  Qd.  per  gal.  in  the  former 
case,  and  9d.  per  gal.  in  the  latter.  It  is  quite  clear,  therefore , 
that  in  the  manufacture  of  these  extracts  with  spiiit 
the  value  of  which  for  a  corresponding  strength  is  only 
practically  half  that  of  methylated  spirit  in  this  country,  the 
difference  in  the  value  of  spirit  lost  in  the  process  of 
manufacture  constitutes  a  very  considerable  item,  and  is 
obviously  a  great  injustice  to  those  making  such  preparations 
in  this  country.  Manufacturers  of  extracts  on  a  large  scale 
can  doubtless  produce  figures  showing  the  actual  loss  of 
alcohol  required  to  prepare  the  extracts  ;  it  is  well  known 
that  the  loss  is  considerable,  and,  as  already  stated,  the  value 
of  the  loss  of  menstruum  is  about  twice  as  great  in  this 
country  as  in  Germany.  It  is  highly  desirable,  therefore, 
that  our  Customs  authorities  should  take  immediate  notice 
of  this  matter  as  they  have  done  in  similar  cases  b:fore. 
For  example,  there  is  a  duty  of  3.1.  per  lb.  on  imported 
transparent  soap  in  the  manufacture  of  which  spirit  has 
been  used;  and  duties  have  been  placed  upon  other  a-licles 
in  order  to  prevent  unfair  competition  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  production  of  alcohol  from,  them  on  the  other,  and  con- 
sequent loss  of  revenue — e.g.,  on  collodion,  ether,  chlorofoim, 
chloral  hydrate,  fee.  Preference  to  The  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Dtary,  1898,  page  256,  will  show  how  far  these 
duties  have  been  successful  in  curtailing  unfair  com- 
petition. We  record  that  duty  to  the  value  of  9/.  only  was 
paid  in  1896-97  upon  chloroform,  18^.  on  collodion,  and  26'. 
on  ether,  thus  showing  that  our  own  manufacturers, 
if  given  a  fair  field,  can  supply  our  needs.  All 
that  we  ask  for  in  regard  to  alcoholic  extracts  is  that 
they  should  be  put  upon  the  same  basis  as,  say,  transparent 
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soap — that  is,  as  substances  in  the  manufacture  of  which  pure 
spirit  has  been  used  and  lost.  The  Customs  authorities  have 
precedent  to  go  upon  in  the  articles  named,  and  also  in  the 
allowance  for  loss  of  alcoholic  menstrua  which  is  given  on 
the  exportation  of  tinctures,  &c.  We  trust  that  the  matter 
will  receive  immediate  attention ;  it  need  not  be  a  protec- 
tive measure,  but  simply  one  to  ensure  that  home  manufac- 
turers will  be  placed  on  a  level  with  their  competitors  from 
abroad. 


BULGARIAN  OTTO. 

Ten  years  ago  the  Bulgarian  Sobranje  enacted  a  law  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  Indian  oil  of  geranium  and 
similar  otto-of-rose  adulterants  into  the  country.  This  has 
not  prevented  smuggling  of  such  oils,  but  the  efforts  made 
by  the  police  to  stop  smuggling  seem  to  have  been  so  suc- 
cessful as  to  somewhat  embarrass  dealers  in  otto  who  rely  as 
much  upon  imports  as  upon  the  Balkan  rose-gardens  for 
their  supplies.  They  have,  therefore,  recently  put  forward  a 
Mr.  Tchakaloff,  a  gentleman  in  no  way  connected  with  the 
rose-industry,  to  tell  his  fellow-countrymen  how  inimical  it 
is  to  their  welfare  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  make  otto  of 
rose  at  aoy  price  which  the  purchaser  may  desire,  while  the 
impossible  Tuik  may  and  does  do  it.  Mr.  Tchakaloff  has 
advocated  the  repeal  of  the  Geranium  Oil  Prohibition  Act  in 
an  article  published  in  the  PominaJt,  the  leading  Sofia 
journal  of  commerce,  and  we  note,  with  some  surprise,  that 
Mr.  Atanassoff,  one  of  the  heads  of  the  Department  of  the 
Ministry  of  Commerce,  has  supported  Mr.  Tchakaloff's 
suggestion  in  a  cjmmunicition  to  the  same  paper.  This 
extraordinary  move  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Atanassoff  is  an  exact 
reversal  of  the  position  which  the  Bulgarian  Government 
authorities  have  held  during  the  past  ten  years  on  the  otto- 
question.  They  have  bien  active  up  to  within  the  last  six 
months  in  seizing  geranium-oil  when  they  found  it  where  it 
should  not  be,  and  their  attempts  to  pass  a  more  stringent 
law  seemed  to  indicate  that  they  were  determined  to  uproot 
otto-sophistication.  No  further  back  than  May  last  they  had 
such  a  new  law  under  consideration,  but  some  strong 
influences  from  the  sophisticators'  side  have  since  been 
brought  to  bear  upon  them,  if  Mr.  Atanassoff  now  expresses 
the  official  view.  Following  upon  his  letter  came  a  strong 
rejo'nder  from  Messrs.  Shipkoff  &  Co.,  whose  letter  is  too 
long  for  us  to  reprint  in  full,  but  the  "  otto  "  of  it  is  in  the 
following  excerpt:— 

Mr.  Tchakaloff  and  Mr.  Atanassoff  are  mistaken  if  they 
really  believe  that  the  Government  has  done  wrong  in  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  geranium-oil  into  the  country. 
All  the  facts  affirm  the  very  opposite.  The  rose-industry 
is  not  a  new  industry  in  our  country.  It  has  existed  for  over 
a  century  and  a  half.  If  at  the  beginning  it  developed  with 
great  rapidity,  and  in  a  very  short  time  stifled  the  old 
demoralised  Asiatic  and  African  producing-markets,  this  was 
due  to  the  purity  and  excellence  of  Bulgarian  otto.  It  was 
the  measure  of  the  Government  ten  years  ago  that  saved  our 
rose-industry  from  utter  corruption,  and  preserved  most  of 
our  rose-producing  villagers  from  the  demoralising  influence 
of  the  pedlars  of  refined  geranium-oil.  Before  the  prohi- 
bition of  the  importation  of  geranium-oil  into  the  country 
there  were  only  6,000  acres  of  rose  gardens,  while  the 
acreage  to-day  has  increased  to  nearly  14,000,  and  the 
planting  of  new  rose-gardens  is  continually  on  the  increase. 
Before  this  prohibitory  measure,  the  price  of  our  otto  had 
fallea  in  Bulgaria  down  to  600f.  to  800f.  per  kilo.,  although  in 
years  of  poor  crops  it  realised  prices  as  high  as  l,000f.  per 
kilo.  ;  while  during  the  last  seven  or  eight  years  our  otto,  in 
spite  of  the  increased  production,  has  commanded  prices 
ranging  from  900f.  to  l,500f.  per  kilo.  Before  the  impor- 
tation of  geranium-oil  was  prohibited  tha  reputation  of  the 
Bulgarian  otto  of  rose  had  fallen  to  its  lowest  ebb.  Almost 
all  in  the  consuming-markets  believed  that  everybody  in 
Bulgirii,  whether  growers  or  exporters,  freely  adulterated 


the  otto  of  rose,  and  pure  otto  did  not  exist ;  but  since  then 
Bulgarian  otto  has  enjoyed  a  high  reputation,  and  the  demand 
is  continually  on  the  increase.  If  we  now  possess  twice 
the  acreage  of  rose-plantations,  and  the  industry  is  continu- 
ally on  the  increase;  if  at  present  our  rose  enjoys  a  good 
reputation  and  commands  a  fair  price,  from  8C0f.  to  1500f., 
according  to  the  yield  of  each  annual  crop  ;  if  to-day  there 
are  many  scores  of  rose-growing  villages  wholly  preserved 
from  the  use  of  adulterants — and  there  are  hundreds  of 
growers  who  never  tamper  with  their  products — and  thus 
enable  Bulgarian  exporters  with  Western  ideas  to  export 
and  supply  the  consumers  with  pure  otto,  and  thereby  raise 
the  standard  and  reputation  of  our  otto  and  increase  its  con  - 
sumption— all  this  is  due  to  the  wise  prohibitory  measure 
which  our  Government  took  ten  years  ago.  If  this  measure- 
was  strictly  carried  out,  and  the  secret  contraband  impor- 
tation of  geranhim  was  made  a  criminal  offence,  the 
beneficial  results  from  the  Government's  wise  measure  woald 
be  doubled.    These  are  facts  which  bear  no  contradiction. 

This  communication  seems  to  have  settled  the  matter,  and 
for  the  present  no  more  will  be  heard  of  the  repeal  Bill. 
Bulgaria  should  be  thankful.  Messrs.  Shipkoff  are  slightly 
optimistic  in  regard  to  the  reputation  of  their  country's  pro- 
duce, because  adulteration  of  the  otto  has  never  actually 
ceased  there,  and  as  long  as  that  goes  on  so  long  wM 
the  whole  of  Bulgarian  otto  of  rose  be  liable  to  suspicion. 
That,  indeed,  is  their  argument.  It  has  been  computed 
that  even  under  the  best  conditions  hitherto  obtaining- 
one-third  of  the  annual  product  has  been  admittedly 
adulterated  during  the  distilling-process,  and  it  is  possible- 
that  some  of  the  rest  may  also  be.  Still,  that  leaves 
a  good  margin  of  unsophisticated  stuff  available,  and  if  the 
handlers  of  it  persist  in  their  efforts  to  prevent  adultera- 
tion, they  will  do  good  service  to  their  own  country  as  well 
as  to  the  perfumery-trade  of  the  world.  We  cannot  get 
along  without  pure  otto  of  rose,  and  since  science  has  enabled 
us,  independent  of  the  nose,  to  tell  with  fair  accuracy  what 
is  pure  and  what  is  not,  the  determination  of  perfumers  to 
buy  otto  of  rose  and  oil  of  geranium  separately  will  become- 
stronger,  and  Bulgarian  distillers  and  dealers  will  find  it 
entirely  to  their  interests  to  meet  that  view,  and  leave 
geranium  oil  severely  alone. 


EXETER   CHEMISTS   IN  EARNEST. 

A  member  of  Parliament  who  tells  his  constituents  that 
he  hopes  their  little  Bill  may  "  slip  through  "  is  either  rather 
recklessly  eager  to  say  something  pleasant  to  them,  or  he 
has  not  a  very  exalted  idea  of  the  solemnity  of  legislation. 
It  would  have  been  interesting  to  put  Sir  Stafford  Northcote 
through  an  examination  on  the  Pharmacy  Bill  after  the 
Exeter  chemists  had  left  him.  It  is  pretty  clear  that  he 
had  no  very  exact  idea  of  the  purport  of  the  measure, 
though  his  "  quite  so,"  when  he  was  told  that  one  of  the 
objects  was  to  enable  chemists  in  future  to  present  a  better 
front  to  the  Legislature  may  have  indicated  some  promise  of 
light.  It  must  be  difficult  for  any  member  of  Parliament  to 
understand  that  chemists  all  over  the  country  are  exerting 
themselves  for  a  Bill  which  only  aims  to  make  some  triflmg 
alterations  in  the  terminology  of  a  Society,  and  he  naturally 
looks  for  the  ulterior  motive.  The  Exeter  chemists  must 
reconcile  as  best  they  may  with  their  pharmaceutical  con- 
sciences the  assurance  they  gave  their  member  that  members 
of  the  Society  all  over  the  country  were  unanimous  about 
the  Bill,  and  we  should  thick  they  must  have  regretted  when 
they  left  Sir  Stafford  that  they  did  not  impress  upon  him  the 
brilliance  of  the  conception  of  the  new  title,  "student 
associate." 

THE  PRIMROSE  PATH   IN  IRELAND. 

It  must  be  easy  to  be  pharmaceutically  good  in  Ireland. 
In  the  interesting  paper  on  "  Pharmaceutical  Ethics"  which 
Mr.  Wells  read  to  the  Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Associa- 
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tion  he  showed  how^satisfactorily|duty  and  interest  coincide 
in  the  conduct  of  pharmacy — in  and  about  Dublin  at  any 
rate.  Indeed,  it  must  have  been  almost  doubtful  at  times 
whether  he  was  not  lecturing  on  Success  rather  than  on 
Virtue.  British  orators  on  the  same  theme  generally  succeed 
in  showing  us  that  at  least  in  places  the  paths  of  professional 
rectitude  are  a  bit  rugged.  This  is  not  so  on  the  other  side 
•of  the  Channel.  What  is  right  to  do  is  invariably  the  most 
profitable  in  the  end.  Even  the  crowning  sin  of  counter- 
prescribing  would  be  want:>n  folly  there,  for  it  would  only 
be  killing  the  medical  goose  which  lays  golden  eggs  for 
pharmacists  to  pick  up.  We  are  all,  here  and  there,  coming 
to  perceive  how  necessary  for  our  professional  honour  it  is 
that  we  should  c^ar  our  reputations  of  any  connection 
■with  quack  medicines,  though  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  in 
many  instances  our  moral  awakening  has  coincided  with -the 
advent  of  cutting  to  the  bone.  Mr.  Wells  is  urgent  in  regard 
to  this  branch  of  pharmaceutical  ethics  also,  and  here,  too, 
be  gilds  the  pill  of  stern  duty  by  suggesting  that  if  profit- 
iess  business  in  medicines  be  left  to  ironmongers  and  grocers 
the  proprietors  will  find  their  business  fall  away,  so  that  they 
imay  have  to  come  to  our  view  of  pharmaceutical  ethics. 

ORTHOFORM. 

Dr.  E.  S.  Yonge,  of  Manchester,  has  communicated  [to  the 
British  Medical  Journal  the  results  of  clinical.-  trials  of  the 
(new  local  anaesthetic  orthoform.  He  concludes  that  it  will 
probably  replace — by  virtue  of  its  insolubility  and  innocuous- 
ness — its  relative,  cocaine,  when  longanaisthesiapn  ulcerated 
surfaces  is  wished  for.  He  says  that  the  following  are  the 
best  modes  for  using  the  remedy  :  — 

(1)  The  crude  powder,  either  alone  or  mixed  with  equal  parts  of 
Jycopodium,  which  should  be  accurately  insufflated  on  to  the  re- 
quired area,,  since  orthoform  only  takes  effect  where  it  comes  in 
■contact  with  the  abraded  parts,  and  its  influence  does  not  extend 
to  the  tissues  beyond. 

(2)  Pastilles,  with  the  following  formula:  — 

Orthoformi    gr.  iij.  to  v. 

Liq.  cocci    q.s. 

Saccharin  ...       ...       ...  gr.  7. 

Glyco-gelatini   q.s. 

The  pastilles  are  useful  in  mouth,  tonsillar,  and  posterior 
pharyngeal  affections,  but  less  so  than  the  two  succeeding  pre- 
parations. 

(3)  A  saturated  solution  of  orthoform  in  collodion,  forming  a 
species  of  "  varnish."  This  is  useful  in  those  cases  in  which  an 
nicer  is  exposed  to  much  friction,  but  as  it  causes  acute  smarting 
it  is  advisable  to  primarily  anaesthetise  the  ulcer  either  with 
cocaine  or  with  orthoform  in  powder. 

(4)  A  spray,  with  this  formula :  — 

Orthoformi...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  v. 

Sp.  vini  rect.    in. 50 

Aquse   iti.  50 

'This  is  perhaps  the  best  form  in  which  to  administer  orthoform 
for  nasal  aud  laryngeal  ulceration.  The  spirit  evaporates  shortly 
after  contact  with  the  parts,  leaving  the  precipitated  powder 
evenly  distributed  over  the  affected  area. 

(5)  An  ointment  (10  per  cent.)  made  with  any  good  ointment 
basis. 

(6)  An  aqueous  solution  (10  per  ceit.)  of  the  hydrochloride  as 
■a  paint. 

The  notes  on  cases  which  Dr.  Yonge  gives,  show  that  ortho- 
form  made  it  possible  for  patients  suffering  from  ulceration 
of  the  mouth  and  fauces  to  swallow  solid  food,  although 
previously  they  swallowed  liquid  food  only  with  pain. 


Mr.  Charles  Griffiths,  of  tbe  Medical  Hall,  Canter- 
bury, has  sold  Irs  business  to  Mr.  A.  Lauder,  of  Newcastle- 
•on-Tyne.  Messrs.  Judd  &  Manners  represented  the  pur- 
chaser. 

Mr.  Lamont,  chemist,  Clydebank,  Glasgow,  has  met  with 
an  accident  to  his  left  eye.  A  bottle  of  medicine  he  had 
just  dispensed  burst,  some  of  the  broken  glass  entering  his 
eye,  other  fragments  cutting  his  forehead.  Mr.  Lamont  was 
removed  to  the  Pauley  Eye  Infirmary. 


IPersonalWes. 


The  Hereford  Town  Council  has  appointed  Dr.  Bostock 
Hill  City  analyst  for  a  term  of  six  years. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Dalgleish,  manager  of  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
James  Townsend  &  Son,  medical  printers,  of  Exeter,  has 
been  elected  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Exeter  Workingmen's 
Conservative  Union. 

The  name  of  Mr.  H.  Bartlett  has  been  added  to  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the  boiough  of  Banbury  ;  he  also 
occupies  the  position  of  Alderman,  Worshipful  Master  (for 
the  second  year)  of  the  local  lodge  of  Freemasons,  Kegistrar 
of  the  P.G.  Chapter  of  Oxford,  and  local  Secretary  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Mr.  Wm.  Day,  managing-director  of  Day's  Drug  Company, 
who  has  just  returned  from  the  Continent,  had  rather  an 
unpleasant  experience  when  at  Nice.  He  was  one  night, 
knocked  down  and  an  attempt  made  to  steal  Lis  wa'ch  and 
money.  The  thief  being  unsuccessful  in  this,  stmck  Mr.  Day 
a  severe  blow  on  the  temple  with  a  stick,  from  the  eTects  of 
which  he  is  still  suffering  slightly. 


Business  Cbanoes* 


Mr.  P.  J.  Ashfield,  of  Strat  ford-on- Avon,  has  purchased 
the  business  of  Mr.  R.  G.  Elwards,  chemist,  of  High  Street 
Rhyl. 

Mr.  A.  P.  Nosworthy,  chemist,  of  Preston  Street, 
Brighton,  has  opened  a  branch-establishment  at  Portslade 
(near  Brighton). 

Mr.  Joseph  Wright,  formerly  of  Peterboro',  has  pur- 
chased the  business  carried  on  by  the  late  Mr.  Edw.  Burnham, 
76  Victoria  Street,  Great  Grimsby. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Williams,  chemist  and  druggist,  King's  Road, 
Cardiff,  has  removed  to  new  and  more  commodious  premises 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road. 

Mr.  E.  Morris,  of  St.  Peters,  Kent,  has  sold  his  business 
to  Mr.  G.  A.  Thompson,  late  of  Taobridge  Wells.  The  sale 
was  negotiated  by  Messrs.  Berdoe&  Co. 

Mr.  A.  Ashfield,  of  King's  Road,  Reading,  has  disposed 
of  his  business  to  Mr.  W.  H.  McAllasond,  of  Plymouth.  The 
transfer  was  effected  by  Messrs.  Berdoe  &  Co. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wade,  late  dispenser  with  Mr.  W.  T. 
Cooper,  66  Oxford  Street,  W.,  has  acquired  the  business  of 
Mr.  Jas.  Lees,  at  88  High  Street,  Lees,  near  Oldham. 

Mr.  T.  Holford.  of  Stonehouse,  Gloucestershire,  has  sold 
his  business  to  Mr.  H.  E.  Slinn,  from  Wolverhampton.  The 
transfer  was  conducted  by  Messrs.  Judd  &  Manners. 

Mr.  Thomas  Bailey,  wholesale  druggist  and  pill-manu- 
facturer (late  4  and  5  Burgess)  Coventry,  has  disposed  of 
his  retail  business,  and  is  now  carrying  on  the  manufacture 
of  Bailey's  gout  and  rheumatic  and  magic  cough-pills  at  his 
new  address,  the  Central  Chambers,  Broadgate,  Coventry. 

Nearly  all  the  businesses  which  have  been  carried  on  by 
the  Chemists'  Co-operative  Society  (Limited)  (now  in  liquida- 
tion) have  now  been  disposed  of  on  behalf  of  the  liquidator 
by  Messrs.  Judd  &  Manners,  of  Cannon  Strest.  Mr.  J.  B. 
Foggitt,  of  Southport,  has  bought  the  branches  at  3  Scotland 
Road,  Nelson,  and  at  Colne,  Lancashire.  Mr.  J.  G.  Dickin- 
son, of  Keighley,  has  purchased  the  branch  at  Keighley.  Mr. 
Dyson,  of  Leeds,  has  taken  over  the  Mexl  >orough  branch.  Mr. 
J.  G.  Everard,  of  Wandsworth,  has  bought  the  branch  at  88 
Chalk  Farm  Road.  Mr.  Gibson  Q.  Dixon,  late  of  Windsor, 
has  taken  the  Halifax  business.  Mr.  Whitelock,  late 
of  Leyton,  has  bought  that  at  Romford.  Mr.  Needharn,  of 
Huddersfield,  is  the  purchaser  of  the  branches  at  Burnley, 
Hadlield  (Derbyshire),  Morley  (Yorkshire),  and  Leeds  Road, 
Nelson.  He  also  takes  over  the  rights  in  the  Liebig's 
Medicated  Wine  Company,  formerly  of  Bradford,  now  of 
Marsham  Street,  Westminster.  Mr.  Maxwell,  of  Harrogate, 
has  purchaser!  the  business  known  as  De  Castor's,  at  Knights- 
bridge,  and  also  takes  the  company's  branch  at  37  Marsham 
Street,  Westminster. 
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Colonial  ano  foreign  mem 

The  German  Pharmacopoeia. — A  commission  has  been 
appointed  to  prepare  a  new  edition  (4th)  of  the  Arzncibuch 
fiir  das  Deutsche  Reich,  and  the  collection  of  materials  will 
be  commenced  forthwith.  The  third  edition  was  published 
in  1890. 

Mr.  D.  K.  Petersen,  of  Messrs.  P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co., 
chemists,  Cape  Town,  has  purchased  the  house,  grounds,  and 
(part)  furniture  of  D*.  Rutherfoord  Harris  (who  figured  so 
prominently  in  the  Transvaal  Raid  inquiry)  at  Green  Point 
for  4,600/. 

The  United  Alkali  Company  in  U  S.A. — The  place 
selected  by  the  United  Alkali  Company  (Limited),  for  their 
American  works  is  Bay  City,  Mich  ,  and  it  is  reported  that 
they  are  to  spend  200,000/.  on  the  works  and  employ  500 
men  in  eight-hours  shifts. 

German  Chemicals  at  the  Paris  Exhibition. — Dr. 
J.  F.  Holtz  has  been  appointed  by  the  representative  body  of 
the  chemical  industries  of  Germany  to  organise  the  com- 
bined exhibit  which  they  propose  to  make  at  the  Paris 
Exhibition  in  1900.  Dr.  C.  A.  Martius  will  assist  him  in  the 
work,  and  it  is  proposed  to  reake  the  exhibit  one  in  every 
way  worthy  of  German  chemical  industry. 

Short  Hours  in  New  York. — The  American  Druggist 
gives  little  hope  of  the  pharmaceutical  short  hours  move- 
ment succeeding  in  New  York.  "  The  whole  movement," 
says  the  Druggist,  "is  controlled  by  a  small  clique  of  men 
who  have  not  the  sympathy  of  the  organised  associations  of 
this  district,  and  druggists  throughout  the  country  should 
take  note  of  this  and  be  warned  not  to  lend  their  coun- 
tenance to  such  a  movement." 

New  York  Board  of  Trade. — At  a  mee'.ing  of  the 
Drug  Trade  Section  of  the  N.Y.  Board  of  Trade  and  Trans- 
portation, on  January  20,  the  following  officers  were  elected  : 
— Chairman,  Christopher  L.  Williston,  of  Charles  Pfizer  & 
Co. ;  vice-chairman,  John  H.  Stallman,  of  Stallman  & 
Fulton  ;  secretary,  William  Jay  Schieffelin,  of  Schieffelin  & 
Co.  ;  treasurer,  W.  D.  Farris,  of  H.  J.  Baker  &  Brother  ;  to 
represent  the  Board,  Albert  Bruen,  of  Bruen,  Ritchey  &  Co. 

Transvaal  Pharmacy  must  be  in  a  bad  way  if  the 
following  advertisement  from  the  Johannesburg  Star  may  be 
taken  as  genuine  : — ■ 

QHANCE  of  a  Lifetime.— One  of  the  best  CHEMIST  SHOPS 
in  Johannesburg  for  Sale  at  your  own  price  ;  also  BOARD- 
ING HOUSE,  17  rooms,  all  full  ;  also  FURNITURE  of  5  rooms. 
Lee  &  Smith,  19  Market  Buildings 

The  correspondent  who  sends  us  the  paper  adds  the  laconic 
remark,  "  Physic-business  very  bad." 

Manufacture  of  Guaiacol.  —  Kalle  &  Co.  have 
obtained  a  German  patent  for  the  following  method  of 
preparing  guaiacol : — Forty  parts  of  ortho-anisidin  is  mixed 
with  400  parts  of  ice-water  and  240  parts  of  50-per-cent. 
sulphuric  acid,  and  to  the  mixture  is  added  S4|  parts  of 
an  alkaline  nitrite  dissolved  in  1  000  parts  of  water.  After 
some  time  the  mixture  is  heated  to  135-145°  C.  and  a 
mixture  of  550  parts  concentrated  sulphuric  acid,  400  parts 
of  Glauber's  salt,  and  1,000  parts  of  water  added.  When  the 
temperature  falls  to  135°  C,  the  decomposition-product  of  the 
diazo  solution  begins  to  pass  over  with  the  steam.  The 
guaiacol  is  extracted  from  the  distillate  by  means  of  ether, 
from  which  it  is  freed. 

Santonin  Manufacture  in  Turkistan. — In  a  recent 
communication  to  the  Geographical  Society  of  St.  Petersburg, 
Prince  W.  J.  Massalsky  dealt  with  the  manufacture  of 
santonin  in  Turkistan.  Artemisia  Cina,  from  the  flowers  of 
which  santonin  is  obtained,  at  one  time  grew  freidy  in  Asia 
and  Africa,  but  is  now  exterminated  everywhere  except 
in  Turkistan,  where  large  plantations  of  it  are  still  kept 
up  in  the  districts  around  Tschimkent  and  Aulicantin, 
on  the  river  Syr-daria.  There  they  are  harvested  by  the 
Kirghiz,  who  sell  them  to  Tartar  middlemen  for  5  to  6 
kopecks  per  pood  (?'  e.,  2d  ,  for  36  lbs.).  The  Tartars  sell  them 
at  six  times  the  original  price.  About  150,000  poods  of  the 
ftores  cince  come  into  the  market  yearly,  and  of  this  100,000 
poods  are  u?ed  by  the  santonin  factory  in  Tschimkent. 


Hustralasian  iRews. 


[From  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia"  Janu- 
ary 1, 1898,  copies  of  which,  price  6d.,  may  be  obtained  on 
application  to  the  Publisher.} 

The  Pharmacy  Board  of  Queensland  has  fitted  up 
new  offices  and  a  laboratory  in  Telegraph  Lane,  Brisbane,  near 
the  Government  Printing  Office. 

Herkomer's  Portrait  of  Dr.  John  Attfield  has  beer., 
presented  to  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  South  Australia  by  Mr. 
Whitbread,  a  member  of  the  Board. 

Manufacturing  Pharmaceuticals  in  Bond.— Owing: 
to  representations  made  by  the  Queensland  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  the  Customs  authorities  of  that  Colony  have  given- 
permission  to  manufacture  spirituous  medicinal  preparations- 
in  bond,  and  much  satisfaction  is  expressed  at  the  liberal 
manner  in  which  the  wishes  of  the  Society  have  been  met. 

Another  Injustice  to  Ireland. — Mr.  E.  McCreary 
Shea  Hill,  L.P.S  I .,  who  has  been  conducting  a  pharmacy  at 
Rockdale,  N.S.W.,  has  been  refused  registration  by  the 
N.S.W.  Pharmacy  Board,  and  with  due  Irish  persistence  has- 
got  back  his  fee  and  a  written  refusal  as  proof  that  the  Board? 
does  not  recognise  a  licentiate  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Jenkins,  Seymour  Hill,  N.S.W.,  has  been 
elected  a  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  of  that 
Colony,  and  the  C D.A.  prints  his  portrait.  Although  no 
longer  on  the  Biitish  register,  Mr.  Jenkins  qualified  here- 
in i882.  He  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  John  Barge, 
Plymouth,  then  went  to  Luff  &  Woodlands,  and  after 
negotiating  the  Minor,  went  to  Mr.  John  Horton,  of  Torquay, 
as  an  assistant.  There  his  health  broke  down,  and  he  went' 
out  to  New  South  Wales  in  1886.  He  has,  since  1887,  been 
in  business  at  Seymour  Hill. 

Victorian  Examiners  have  a  healthy  respect  for  the 
C.  Sj  D.  At  the  last  pharmaceutical  examination  a  pre- 
scription which  they  gave  the  candidates  was  this  one,  from- 
our  Dispensing  Notes  of  June  12, 1897  : — 

Zinci  oxidi.    ...       ...       ...       ...  5.1- 

01.  olivee    3j. 

Aq.  calcis    Bj. 

Ft.  ung. 

We  may  also  mention  in  this  connection  that  "The  Art  of 
Dispensing  "  is  freely  used  by  Australian  examiners.  They 
make  no  secret  of  the  utility  of  the  book  to  them,  and  a- 
copy  of  it  generally  finds  a  place  alongside  the  British- 
Pharmacopoeia  in  the  examination  dispensary. 

The  Reciprocity  Negotiations.  —  The  Pharmacy 
Boards  of  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria  have,  as  recently- 
mentioned  in  the  O.  4'  D.,  fallen  through.  Mr.  Shillinglaw 
wrote  to  the  former  Board  on  November  11,  1897,  stating 
that  the  Victoria  Board  were  entirely  in  accord  with  the 
proposal,  and  earnestly  desired  federation  between  the  two 
colonies,  but  were  unable  to  agree  to  the  admission  of 
N.S  W.  chemists  who  had  passed  no  examination  of  any 
description.  They  also  suggested  that  the  term  of  appren- 
ticeship might  be  extended  to  four  years,  and  proposed  a  new 
clause — viz.,  that  "  All  persons  now  on  the  Victorian  register 
who  have  been  registered  as  holders  of  certificates  from  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  should  be  registered1 
in  N  S.W.  if  so  desired."  As  already  announced  in  this  journal,, 
the  New  South  Wales  Board  could  not  agree  to  these 
alterations,  and  Mr.  R.  T.  Bellemey  (President  of  the 
Board)  explained  at  the  December  meeting  what  had  been 
done.  At  the  Victoria  Board  meeting  Mr.  C.  R.  Blackett 
(President)  said  the  decision  of  the  New  South  Wales  Board1 
was  unfortunate,  and  Mr.  Woolnough  thought  that  a  reply- 
should  be  sent  to  the  New  South  Wales  letter  pointing  out 
the  inconsistency  of  the  decision,  and  moved  that  a  letter  be- 
drafted,  to  be  submitted  to  the  Board  at  its  next  meeting. 
There  the  matter  stands  at  present.  The  South  Australian 
Board  have  also  written  to  the  N.S.W.  Board  asking  a  con- 
ference with  a  view  to  agreeing  upon  a  basis  for  the  mutual1 
interchange  of  certificates  between  the  two  provinces,  but 
the  N.S.W.  Board,  while  pleased  to  talk  generally,  have 
intimated  that  they  are  not  prepared  to  deal  finally  with  any 
question  of  reciprocity. 
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SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Defective  Syrup  of  Phosphate  of  Iron. 

At  Leighton  Buzzard  Petty  Sessions,  on  February  8,  Thomas 
John  Mallett,  chemist,  of  High  Street,  Leighton  Buzzard, 
was  summoned  for  serving  an  inspector  with  6  oz.  of 
syrup  of  phosphate  of  iron  which  the  analyst  certified  was 
95  per  cent,  below  its  proper  strength.  Mr.  Mallett,  who 
conducted  his  own  defence,  pleaded  not  guilty. 

Inspector  George  Mason,  of  Bedford,  deposed  that  on 
January  6  he  calied  at  Mr.  Mallett's  shop  and  asked  for  6  oz. 
of  syrup  of  phosphate  of  iron.  When  asked  what  kind  he 
would  have  he  replied  white.  Having  fulfilled  the  usual 
formalities,  he  sent  one  sample  to  the  analyst,  whose  certifi- 
cate he  produced. 

The  witness  was  questioned  at  considerable  length  by  the 
defendant,  the  main  point  being  as  to  whether  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  gave  a  definite  standard  for  the  particular 
drug  in  question.  This  the  witness  was  unable  to  answer, 
but  the  Clerk  pointed  out  that  Dr.  Stevenson  (the  analyst) 
on  his  certificate  stated  that  there  should  be  about  1  gr.  of 
phosphate  of  iron  in  1  fl.  dr. 

Mr.  Mallett,  in  defence,  contended  that  the  word  "about'' 
made  it  a  permissive  quantity.  With  regard  to  the  nature  of 
the  drug,  he  purchased  it  in  jist  the  same  way  as  did 
the  inspector,  and  he  had  no  reason  to  believe  it  was  other- 
wise. He  sold  it  in  the  same  state  in  which  he  received  it. 
He  also  contended  that  there  was  no  definite  standard  in  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  for  the  drug.  He  further  argued 
that  the  prosecution  was  not  in  the  interests  of  the  public  at 
all — it  was  simply  a  "  catch  "  case.  The  drug  was  one  of 
the  most  difficult  preparations  they  as  chemists  had  to  keep, 
and  it  could  not  be  urged  that  the  iron  was  kept  out  for  the 
purposes  of  gain,  for  the  drug  was  very  cheap.    He  called 

Horace  Munday,  dispensing  assistant  to  Dr.  Pratt,  of 
Leighton  Buzzard,  who  happened  to  be  in  Mr.  Mallett's  shop 
at  the  time  the  inspector  called  This  witness  stated  that 
Inspector  Mason  asked  for  the  white  syrup  of  phosphate  of 
iron,  but  at  the  time  Mr.  Mallett  had  some  difficulty  in 
getting  the  stopper  out  of  the  bottle,  and  he  said  he  would 
call  again.  He  (witness)  suspected  who  the  inspector  was, 
and  he  remained  and  watched  Mr.  Mallett  supply  the  syrup, 
which  was  carefully  done,  in  his  (witness's)  opinion.  In 
reply  to  Mr.  Mallett,  he  stated  that  the  standard  for  the 
article  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  was  not  definite. 

The  Chairman  said  they  were  in  a  difficulty,  because  they 
did  not  know  whether  there  had  ever  been  a  summons  taken 
out  in  regard  to  this  drug,  and  whether  there  had  ever  been  a 
conviction.  Perhaps  their  Clerk  could  help  them.  After 
some  consultation,  the  Chairman  said  the  Bench  was  of 
opinion  that  with  Dr.  Stevenson's  certificate  before  them 
they  could  not  do  otherwise  than  convict.  He  did  not  say 
Mr.  Mallett  had  sold  this  inferior  article  for  profit  or  to  rob 
the  public.  Nothing  of  the  sort.  At  the  same  time,  Mr. 
Mallett  was  neglectful  and  careless  in  giving  the  syrup  to 
the  inspector,  and  the  Bench  were  compelled  to  convict  him. 
He  would  be  fined  the  moderate  sum  of  5s.  and  11.  2s.  costs. 

Mr.  Mallett  gave  notice  of  appeal. 


Lime-water. 

Messrs.  Nathan  Taylor,  chemist,  Botchergate,  John  Reay, 
chemist,  Scotch  Street,  and  Wm.  R.  Scott,  chemist,  Denton 
Street,  all  of  Carlisle,  were  proceeded  against  at  Carlisle 
Police  Court  on  January  31  for  selling  lime-water  not  of  the 
nature,  substance,  and  quality  demanded  by  the  purchaser. 
Mr.  Edwards  defended  Messrs.  Scott  and  Taylor.  In  the 
case  of  Mr.  Scott  the  drug  was  certified  to  be  deficient  in 
lime  to  the  extent  of  20  per  cent.,  there  being  0  4  gr.  to  1  oz. 
of  water  instead  of  0  5.  In  this  case  the  analyst  expressed 
the  opinion  that,  instead  of  distilled  water,  tap-water  had 
been  used.  For  the  defence,  Mr.  Edwards  accounted  for  the 
deficiency  by  air  getting  into  the  bottle.  Mr.  Simpson, 
chemist,  Denton  Street,  and  Mr.  Parker,  a  retired  chemist, 
were  called  for  the  defence,  and  both  stated  that  the 
deterioration  of  lime-water  was  due  to  a  variety  of  causes. 
The  strength  of  lime-water  depended  on  the  temperature 


when  made.  Mr.  Overton,  lecturer  on  chemistry  at  Tullie 
House,  said  20  per  cent,  deficiency  in  lime-water  would  do- 
no  harm  to  anyone. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Taylor  the  deficiency  was  91  6  per  cent.., 
and  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Reay  28  per  cent. 

The  Bench  ordered  the  defendants  to  pay  7s.  costs  each. 

THE  PHARMACY  ACT. 
Selling  Prussic  Acid  without  Rec4istration. 
At  Dudley  Police  Court  on  Friday,  Messrs.  Flesher  Rayhould' 
&  Co.,  chemists,  Dudley,  were  charged  with  selling  prussic- 
acid  without  entering  the  sale  in  the  poison-book.    Mr,  F. 
W.  Ensor  defended.  Inspector  Hinde  deposed  that  he  visited 
the  defendants'  shop  and  showed  to  Mr.  Goldstraw,  one  of 
the  firm,  a  bottle  labelled  "  Prussic  acid,"  which  was  found' 
in  the  posse>sion  of  a  man  named  Matthias  Dimmock,  who- 
poisoned  himself  in  a  railway-carriage.    Mr.  Goldstraw  said' 
he  was  sorry  there  was  no  entry  of  the  sale  in  the  book.  He- 
had  only  recently  joined  the  firm,  had  known  Dimmock  for 
twenty  years,  rand  had  let  him  have  the  poison  on  the 
understancling'.that  he  would  call  next  day  and  sign  the 
poison-book,  which  could  not  be  found  at  the  time.    By  Mr. 
Ensor  :  At  the  Coroner's  inquiry  Mr.  Goldstraw  said  Dimmock- 
told  him  that  he  wanted  the  poison  to  kill  a  dog.  Dimmock" 
appeared  to  be  in  a  great  hurry  and  as  the  poison-book  was 
not  to  be  found  he  (Dimmock)  suggested  that  he  should  callv 
nexc  day  and  sign  it.    The  poison  was  supplied  under  those 
circumstances.    Mr.  Goldstraw  also  said  at  the  inquest  that  - 
he  impressed  upon  Dimmock  to  be  careful  with  the  poison,  and 
that  when  the  dog  had  been  destroyed  he  should  smash  the 
bottle.     Mr.   Ensor  said  Mr.  Goldstraw  was  a  properly, 
qualified  chemist  of  twenty  years'  standing,  and  no  complaint  • 
had  been  made  against  him.    The  Bench  inflicted  a  fine  of> : 
40s.  and  costs,  and  expressed  surprise  that  a  chemist  of  the 
experience  of  Mr.  Goldstraw  should  have  sold  the  poison  in 
that  way. 


A  Stores-assistant  Fined. 

At  the  Hull  County  Court  on  Wednesday,  before  the 
Deputy-Judge  (Mr.  Harold  Thomas),  the  Pharmaceutical  ! 
Society  of  Great  Britain  brought  an  action  against  Charles  ■ 
H.  Siddle,  of  Hull,  for  the  recovery  of  51.  as  a  penalty  for  - 
infringement  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  Mr.  R.  E.  Yaughan . 
Williams  (barrister)  represented  the  plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  H*. 
Wray  appeared  for  the  defendant. 

Mr.  Vaughan  Williams  explained  that  the  defendant  was*- 
an  assistant  to  the  Hull  Drugs  Company  (Limited),  and  was-- 
not  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist.  Acting  upon  instruc- 
tions from  the  Society,  Mrs.  Sabina  Watson  went  to  the 
premises  near  Monument  Bridge,  and  bought  a  bottle  of 
chlorodyne,  which  contained  morphine,  a  poison  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act. 

Evidence  was  given  of  the  sale  of  the  chlorodyne  to  Mrs 
Watson  by  the  defendant,  and  that  the  defendant's  name-, 
was  not  on  the  register  of  chemists  and  druggists.  It  ap- 
pears that  a  qualified  assistant,  Mr.  John  Douglas,  was  absent, 
at  the  time  of  the  purchase. 

Mr.  Michenson  said  there  was  no  one  of  the  name  of 
"Douglas"  or  "Siddle"  upon  the  premises.  The  register- 
was  produced,  and  Mr.  Douglas's  name  was  found  in  it,  but. 
there  was  no  name  of  Mr.  Siddle. 

Mr.  Wray  entered  a  plea  that  there  was  no  evidence  thats 
the  person  who  sold  the  poison  was  not  duly  qualified,  or 
that  it  was  clear  that  the  person  was  Mr.  Siddle. 

His  Honour  opined  that  the  evidence  was  not  sufficient,, 
and  issued  an  immediate  subpoena  for  the  presence  of  the* 
defendant,  to  be  identified  by  Mrs.  Watson. 

The  defendant  afterwards  attended  the  court,  and  was. 
identified.  Being  called  as  a  witness,  the  defendant 
explained  the  practice  of  the  shop,  of  which  Mr.  Douglas- 
was  the  manager.  Defendant  never  sold  medicine  containing, 
poison  without  consulting  Mr.  Douglas. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Williams,  the  defendant  said  the  manag- 
ing director,  Mr.  Milburn,  had  paid  a  penalty  of  5^.  for 
selling  poison,  and  the  manager  of  the  HessieRoad  shop  had. 
also  paid  a  penalty. 

His  Honour  gave  judgment  for  the  amount  claimed,  and 
counsel's  fee. 
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THE  PHARMACY"  ACT  (IRELAND). 

The  Question  of  the  Reduction  of  Penalties. 

Int  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  of  the  Irish  High  Court,  on 
February  8,  before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  Mr.  Justice 
O'Brien,  and  Mr.  Justice  Gibson,  a  case  came  on  of  the  Queen 
at  the  prosecution  of  Head-Constable  Knox  r,  Robert  Gal- 
braith, on  cases  stated  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  by 
the  magistrates  of  Aughnacloy,  CO.  Tyrone,  There  were  two 
summonses  against  the  defendant,  who  is  a  grocer  and  hard- 
ware dealer  in  Main  Street,  Aughnacloj'.  One  of  these 
charged  that  on  April  23, 1897,  the  defendant  sold  laudanum 
to  one  James  Boyd,  in  violation  of  section  30  of  the  Irish 
Pharmacy  Act,  1875,  he  not  being  legally  qualified  to  do  so. 
The  second  summons  charged  that  on  the  same  date  the  defen- 
dant unlawfully  kept  open  shop  for  retailing  and  dispensing- 
poisons  in  violation  of  the  same  section.  The  summonses 
tirst  came  on  for  hearing  on  June  14,  when  Robert  Orr,  an  as- 
sistant in  the  defendant's  shop, proved  that  he  so'd  a  drachm  of 
laudanum  to  Boyd.  It  was  admitted  that  the  defendant  was 
not  qualified  ;  but  it  was  stated  in  mitigation  of  the  offence 
■that  he  had  succeeded  a  qualified  person  in  occupation  of 
the  shop,  and  that  there  was  no  qualified  chemist  within  ten 
miles  of  Aughnacloy  ;  and  further  that  he  was  qualifying  to 
•pass  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  examination  as  a  chemist 
and  druggist.  The  hearing  was  adjourned  to  August  9;  and 
it  was  then  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  defendant  that  sec- 
tion 30  of  the  Act  of  1875,  which  fixes  the  penalty  for  un- 
lawfully selling  poisons  at  51.,  was  modified  by  sections  15 
and  23  of  the  Irish  Pharmacy  Amendment  Act,  1890,  and 
that  the  magistrates  had  power  to  impose  as  small  a  penalty 
.as  they  thought' lit,  and  they  were  asked  by  the  defendant's 
solicitor  to  amend  the  summonses  by  citing  the  Act  of  1890 
in  them.  They  amended  the  summonses,  and  under  that 
Act  for  the  unlawful  sale  fined  the  defendant  1/.  with  3/. 
costs;  and  as  to  the  summons  for  keeping  open  shop  they 
held  that  the  proof  given  of  one  sale  was  not  sufficient 
evideuce  that  the  defendant  had  kept  open  shop  for  the  re- 
tailing of  poisons,  and  made  "  no  rule  "  on  that  summons.  At 
the  instance  of  the  prosecutor  the  cases  were  stated. 

Mr.  Gordon,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  Day,  instructed  by  Messrs.  Casey 
&;  Clay,  appeared  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland, 
and  contended  that  the  deci-ion  of  the  magistrates  was 
wrong,  as  they  should  have  convicted  under  both  of  the  sum- 
monses and  imposed  on  the  defendant  two  penalties  of  5^.  each 
■under  section  30  of  the  Act  of  1875. 

Dr.  Andrew  Todd,  instructed  by  Mr.  G.  McElroy.  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant,  contended  that  the  two  Acts  should 
be  read  together ;  that  section  30  of  the  one  was  qualified 
'by  section  15  of  the  other;  and  that  the  magistrates  had 
power  to  impose  a  mitigated  penalty  for  the  sale  of  the 
laudanum. 

In  the  course  of  the  argument  the  Court  suggested  that, 
although  the  summons  for  keeping  open  shop  was  rightly 
instituted,  and  though  the  decision  of  the  magistrales  with 
respect  to  it  was  wrong,  it  was  of  an  oppressive  nature,  and 
should  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Gordon,  Q.C.,  said  he  would  withdraw  it. 
The  Lord  Chief  Justice,  in  giving  judgment,  said  they 
were  all  of  opinion  that  the  magistrates  were  wrong.  He 
was  very  clearly  of  opinion  that  they  were  not  alone 
wrong,  but  manifestly  wrong.  Certainly  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament was  not  very  happily  framed.  They  thought  that 
the  decision  in  Magan  v.  Kelly  was  quite  right.  Of  course 
it  proceeded  on  rather  another  ground  and  as  to  another 
offence,  but  he  entirely  agreed  with  what  Mr.  JusticeO'Brien 
said  in  giving  judgment  in  that  case,  speaking  of  tin  Act  of 
1890.  He  said :  '-It  was  plainly  the  object  of  the  Act  of 
1890  to  establish  a  new  offence  and  to  enact  new  penalties 
applicable  to  that  alone."  Mr.  Galbraith  was  summoned 
under  the  30th  section  of  the  Act  of  1875.  The  magistrates 
proceeded  in  a  very  singular  way  to  change  the  characrer  of 
the  summons  and  to  enter  the  charge  as  one  under  the  Act 
of  1890.  But  he  would  deal  with  the  main  point.  They 
seemed  to  think  that  having  thus  changed  the  offence  they 
could  impose  a  modified  penalty.  They  could  not  do  this, 
because  Mr.  Galbraith  did  not  come  under  that  section.  It 
was  quite  plain  that  that  section  applied  to  a  certain  class 
of  persons  — the  history  of  the  legislation  showed  that.  By 
section  31  of  the  Act  of  1875  the  right  of  certain  chemists 
and  druggists  to  sell  without  being  subject  to  penalties  was 


preserved.  Well  now,  most  properly  these  gentlemen,  for 
their  own  protection  and  in  order  to  guard  their  body 
against  the  practices  of  an  inferior  and  low  class  of  practi- 
tioners, got  the  15th  section  of  the  Act  of  1890  passed.  That 
section  said  : 

From  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  it  shall  be  unlawful  for 
any  person  to  assume,  and  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1892,  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to  use,  the  title  of  a 
registered  druggist  or  chemist  and  druggist  in  any  part  of  Ireland, 
or  to  sell  poisons,  unless  such  person  shall  be  registered  as  a 
chemist  and  druggist  or  registered  druggist  under  this  Act,  and 
any  person  acting  in  contravention  of  this  enactment  shall  for 
every  such  offence  be  liable  to  pay  a  penalty  not  exceeding  5/. 

It  was  plain  that  that  applied  to  such  persons  as  could 
be  registered  as  druggists  or  chemists ;  and  the  section 
should  be  read  "  to  use  the  title  of  a  registered  druggist,  or 
chemist  and  druggist,  in  any  part  of  Ireland,  or  to  sell 
poisons  as  such."  The  words  "  as  such  "  must  be  understood. 
Mr.  Galbraith  was  not  within  that  section  at  all ;  and  the 
magistrates  had  no  power  to  change  the  offence  from  one 
under  section  30  of  the  Act  of  1875  to  one  under  the  section 
of  the  Act  of  1890.  The  defendant,  having  contravened 
section  30,  was  liable  to  the  penalty  of  5/.  for  selling,  and 
the  case  should  be  sent  back  to  the  magistrates. 

Mr.  Justice  O'Brien  and  Mr.  Justice  Gibson  coucurred. 

Another  Case. 

At  Knocknagree  Petty  Sessions,  on  the  4th  inst.,  Peter  Fitz- 
patrick,  a  trader  residingatKingWilliamstown,  was  prosecuted 
by  Acting-Sergeant  Timothy  Collins,  Knocknagree,  Inspec- 
tor of  Weights  and  Measures,  for  having  committed  an  offence 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act — viz.,  sold  poison,  to  wit,  carbolic 
acid,  he  not  being  a  person  duly  qualified  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act  to  retail  the  same.  There  were  two  summonses, 
one  for  selling  the  poison,  and  the  other  for  keeping  open  a 
shop  for  the  sale  of  the  same.  Evidence  in  support  of  the 
charge  having  been  given,  Mr.  McDermott,  the  presiding 
magistrate,  in  announcing  the  decision  of  the  magistrates, 
said  they  had  no  option  but  to  impose  the  full  penalty  or 
state  a  case  for  the  Queen's  Bench.  The  law  was  very  clear 
on  the  point,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  case  did  not 
admit  of  any  doubt,  so  they  were  bound  to  impose  a  penalty 
of  51.  in  each  case.  They,  however,  thought  if  the  defendant 
sent  a  memorial  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  he  would  probably 
get  the  tine  reduced. 


AERATED  CTTROIDS  SYNDICATE  v.  BEMBERG. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  the  10th  inst.  Mr.  Justice 
Romer,  on  the  application  of  Mr.  Rylands,  continued  the 
injunction  granted  on  the  5th  inst.  restraining  the  defendant 
from  selling  or  disposing  of  (except  to  the  plaintiffs)  an  im- 
provement of  an  invention  of  his  own  for  the  manufacture  of 
compressed  tea,  coffee,  and  cocoa  tablets  made  in  milk, 
sugar,  &c.  His  Lordship  directed  the  motion  to  stand  over 
until  the  18th  inst.,  time  being  required  to  answer  affidavits 
filed  on  behalf  of  the  defendant. 


THE  DENTISTS  ACT. 

At  the  Newport  (Mon.)  Police  Court,  on  February  7,  Michael 
Solomon,  trading  as  A.  Simpson,  at  Newport,  was  charged 
with  two  offences  under  the  Dentists  Act — first,  that  he  bad 
described  himself  as  a  dentist,  and,  second,  t  rat  he  had 
used  the  word  "  dentorium  "  in  a  way  that  implied  qualified 
dentistry.  Mr.  W.  L.  Moore,  who  appeared  for  the  prosecu- 
tion, stated  that  the  defendant  inserted  advertisements 
in  the  local  papers,  in  which  he  advertised  his  business  as 
"Simpson's  Dentorium."  A  miner,  named  Moses  Gregory, 
saw  the  advertisement,  and  visited  the  defendant's  establish- 
ment. He  entered  into  an  agreement  for  some  teeth  at 
four  guineas,  and  paid  10s.  on  account ;  but  being  after- 
wards told  that  defendant's  mechanic  had  left,  and  that 
only  two  boys  were  working  for  him,  Gregory  again  visited 
the  premises,  and  asked  the  defendant  if  he  were  a  dentist, 
to  which  he  replied  in  the  affirmative.  Mr.  F.  Lewis,  who 
defended,  said  the  prosecution  was  the  result  of  rival 
jealousy.  Until  last  November,  defendant  had  been  sole 
manager  of  the  Bristol  branch  of  Mr.  Goodman's  business, 
and  Mr.  Lewis  contended  that  though  his  client  was  not 
legistered,  he  was,  nevertheless,  fully  qualified.  Regarding 


February  12,  1898 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


281 


the  word  "dentorium,"  Mr.  Lewis  held  that  it  no  more  im- 
plied that  the  user  was  registered  than  "  sanitorium " 
implied  that  it  was  kept  by  a  medical  man.  The  Magis  - 
trates  decided  that  the  use  of  the  word  dentist  was  proved, 
and  imposed  a  fine  of  31.  3s.  and  costs,  with  respect  to  the 
first  charge;  but  with  regard  to  the  use  of  the  word  "den- 
torium,"  they  thought  the  evidence  insufficient  to  convict. 


SANITAS   COMPANY  (LIMITED)  v.   SAN  IT  ANTS 
COMPANY  (LIMITED). 

This  case  came  before  Mr.  Justice  Romer  in  the  Chancery 
Division,  on  February  4,  in  the  form  of  a  motion  for  an 
{injunction  to  restrain  the  defendant  Burton  from  carrying 
on  business  and  selling  articles  under  the  name  of  the 
Sanitants  Manufacturing  Company  (Limited). 

Mr.  Neville,  Q.C.,  who  moved  for  the  plaintiffs,  said  this 
was  not  the  first  time  that  imitation  of  the  Sanitas  Company's 
goods  had  been  tried.  It  was  well  known  to  the  trade  that 
the  Sanitas  Company  (Limited)  had  for  many  years  been 
•dealing  in  sanitary  articles  of  all  kinds.  The  business  of  the 
plaintiff  company  was  originally  started  by  a  gentleman  of 
the  name  of  Kingzett.  In  1877,  in  partnership  with  two 
■other  gentlemen,  he  commenced  the  manufacture  of  chemical 
substances  of  a  sanitary  character  and  sold  them  under  the 
name  of  Sanitas.  A  year  afterwards  the  Sanitas  Company 
.(Limited)  was  registered  as  a  limited  company,  and  from 
that  date  they  had  carried  on  the  same  business  and  their 
•articles  had  obtained  a  wide  reputation.  The  plaintiffs 
•discovered  that  somebody  was  selling  articles  under  a  similar 
•description,  and  ultimately  they  found  it  was  the  Sanitants 
Manufacturing  Company  (Limited),  whose  handbills  were 
issued  from  20  High  Holborn. 

Mr.  Justice  Romer :  When  did  they  commence  carrying  on 
business  ? 

Mr.  Neville:  About  four  or  five  months  ago,  according  to 
the  evidence.  The  plaintiffs  did  not  hear  of  them  until 
December.  The  plaintiffs  had  searched  the  Register  in  vain 
for  any  such  company  as  the  Sanitants  Company  (Limited), 
tout  none  such  existed.  It  appeared  from  the  defendant's 
■evidence  that  he  had  a  notion  of  forming  a  company,  and 
that  he  proposed  to  call  it  by  that  na  i  e. 

Mr.  Justice  Romer  asked  what  was  the  name  of  the 
defendant  ? 

Mr.  Neville  said  it  was  Burton.  The  plaintiffs  wrote  a 
■series  of  letters  to  him  at  20  High  Holborn,  asking  for 
Sanitas  articles,  and  in  response  they  received  articles  which 
were  undoubtedly  not  manufactured  by  the  plaintiff 
■company. 

Mr.  Justice  Romer  asked  who  appeared  for  the  defendant  ? 
Mr.  Buckmaster :  I  do. 

Mr.  Neville  then  read  the  affidavits  in  support  of  the 
motion,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  name  Sanitas  was 
distinctly  new  at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  and  taken  as  a 
distinctive  name.  By  the  trade  it  had  been  recognised  as 
■distinguishing  from  all  others  the  goods  of  the  plaintiff  firm, 
•and  large  sums  had  been  spent  in  advertisements.  The 
affidavits  also  contained  evidence  of  the  purchase  of  the 
articles  complained  of. 

Mr.  Justice  Romer  :  Who  is  the  defendant  ? 

Mr.  Buckmaster  said  the  defendant  was  Mr.  Burton,  and 
added  that  a  memorandum  and  articles  of  association  were 
already  prepared.  The  fact  that  registration  had  not  taken 
place  could  not  affect  the  rights  of  the  plaintiffs  and 
•defendant. 

Mr.  Justice  Romer  said  there  was  no  such  company  as  the 
•Sanitants  Manufacturing  Company,  and  asked  what  Mr. 
Burton  carried  on  business  under  "that  name  for  except  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  the  benefit  of  the  reputation  of  the 
plaintiffs'  goods  1 

The  affidavit  of  the  defendant  was  then  read,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  he  had  been  experimenting  in  the  manu- 
facture of  disinfectants,  and  had  patented  a  preparation 
which  was  known  and  sold  as  Burton's  compound.  He 
adopted  the  term  "  Sanitants  "  as  being  a  descriptive  word, 
and  that  word  was  not  suggested  to  him  by  the  title  of  the 
plaintiffs.  The  Burton's  compound  sold  by  him  bore  no 
resemblance  to  the  plaintiff  company's  packets,  and  he  de- 
nied that  in  a  particular  instance  the  word  "Sanitas"  was 
mentioned  by  a  customer.    He  was  about  to  turn  his  business 


into  a  limited  company,  and  the  memorandum  and  articles 
of  association  had  been  prepared  by  counsel.  The  name 
proposed  for  his  company  was  Sanitants  Manufacturing 
Company  (Limited),  he  being  unaware  of  the  Sanitas  Com- 
pany (Limited) 

Mr.  Justice  Romer  asked  whether  the  defendant  would 
undertake  not  to  carry  on  business  under  the  title  com- 
plained of  ? 

Mr.  Buckmaster  said  his  client  was  prepared  to  do  that ; 
the  real  question  between  himself  and  the  plaintiffs  was 
whether  the  action  ought  to  have  been  brought.  There  was 
not  a  single  person  who,  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs,  gave 
evidence  to  show  that  he  had  as  a  fact  been  deceived  by  the 
name  the  defendant  used,  and  if  the  plaintiffs  had  merely 
written  before  taking  proceedings,  pointing  out  that  the 
name  the  defendant  had  adopted  was  likely  to  mislead,  the 
defendant  would  have  discontinued  it,  and  given  any 
undertaking  with  regard  to  distinguishing  his  goods  from 
the  plaintiffs'.  lie  submitted  the  defendant  ought  not  to 
have  to  pay  the  plaintiffs'  costs,  under  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  Justice  Romer  agreed  that,  apart  from  the  use  of  the 
word  "  Sanitants  "  and  selling  goods  in  response  to  orders 
for  Sanitas,  there  was  nothing  to  complain  of  in  respect  of 
the  get-up. 

After  some  discussion,  the  defendant  consented  to  treat 
the  motion  as  the  trial  of  the  action,  and  to  submit  to  a 
perpetual  injunction  not  to  trade  under  the  name  of  the 
Sanitants  Manufacturing  Company  or  any  name  only  colour- 
ably  differing  from  the  name  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  to  pay 
the  costs. 


A  SACCHARIN  PATENT. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  on 
Saturday,  February  5,  a  petition  in  re  Cerckels'  patent, 
1896,  No.  15,493,  was  down  for  hearing  before  Mr.  Justice 
Romer.  When  it  was  called  on,  Mr.  J.  C.  Graham  said 
it  was  an  opposed  petition  to  revoke  a  patent  for  saccharin, 
and  he  asked  his  Lordship  to  let  it  go  into  the  witness-list. 
Mr.  Justice  Romer  at  once  acceded  to  the  application. 


PLACING  THE    HOMOCEA  SHARES. 

IN  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  on  Monday,  before  Mr- 
Justice  Wright,  sitting  for  the  trial  of  non-jury  causes' 
Homocea  (Limited)  sued  a  Mr.  Richard  Sanford,  to  recover 
360!.,  being  10.?.  per  share,  the  amount  of  the  call  clue  on 
720  shares  which  it  was  alleged  the  defendant  had  applied 
for  under  an  underwriting  letter.  The  defence  was  a  denial 
of  liability,  on  the  ground  that  there  had  never  been  any 
acceptance  of  the  defendant's  offer. 

Mr.  Marshall,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  Pollard  represented  the  plain- 
tiff company ;  while  Mr.  Norman  Craig  was  counsel  for  the 
defendant. 

From  the  evidence  and  statement  of  counsel,  it  appeared 
that,  when  Homocea  (Limited)  was  about  to  be  placed  on 
the  market,  certain  underwriting  agreements  were  entered 
into  by  the  promoter,  Major-General  Barwell,  with  a  number 
of  underwriters  in  the  City.  Among  others  the  defendant 
agreed  to  underwrite  1,000  shares,  a  letter  of  acceptance 
was  duly  posted  to  him,  and  in  course  of  time  720  shares 
were  allotted  to  him.  The  public  did  not  subscribe  for  the 
shares  nearly  so  largely  as  had  been  anticipated — in  fact, 
they  only  took  up  28  per  cent,  of  the  shares — and  it  became 
necessary  to  enforce  the  various  underwriting  agreements 
which  had  been  entered  into.  Mr.  Sanford  declined  to  pay 
the  calls  due  on  the  shares  allotted  to  him,  on  the  ground 
that,  so  far  from  his  letter  of  underwriting  having  been 
accepted,  it  had  been  withdrawn.  The  case  made  out  for 
the  defence  was  that  some  time  after  Mr.  Sanford  had  sent 
in  his  underwriting  offer  he  received  a  letter  from  Captain 
Mercer,  informing  him  that  he  had  not  signed  the  applica- 
tion-form nor  enclosed  a  cheque,  and  requesting  him  to  do 
so,  when  the  committee  would  accept  his  underwriting  pro- 
posal. In  the  meantime,  the  defendant  having  heard  some- 
thing relative  to  the  promotion  of  the  company,  decided  not 
to  have  anything  more  to  do  with  it.  He,  therefore,  did  not 
send  the  cheque  or  sign  the  application-form,  and  he  con- 
sidered the  matter  was  at  an  end.  He  denied  that  he  ever 
received  any  letter  of  acceptance  of  his  offer. 
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Mr.  Justice  Wright,  at  the  close  of  the  evidence,  said  he 
felt  bound  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  defendant  had 
made  himself  liable  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  public 
subscription  to  the  extent  of  the  1,000  shares  which  he 
offered  to  underwrite.  There  would,  therefore,  be  judgment 
for  plaintiffs  for  360!.  and  costs. 

The  next  case,  that  of  Homocea  (Limited)  v.  Wright,  was 
similar.  It  was  alleged  that  Mr.  John  Wright,  of  Union 
Court,  Old  Broad  Street,  had  agreed  to  underwrite  the 
same  number  of  shares.  The  defence  was  that  this  offer 
had  never  been  accepted,  and  that,  consequently,  no  contract 
had  ever  been  entered  into.  It  was  stated,  however,  that 
the  letter  accepting  the  defendant's  offer  was  delivered  at 
Mr.  Wright's  City  address  by  a  clerk  in  the  employment  of 
the  plaintiffs.  In  the  result,  his  Lordship  gave  judgment 
for  360/.,  the  amount  claimed,  with  costs. 


PEPTONISED  COCOA. 

Me.  Justice  Kekewich,  in  the  Chancery  Court,  on  February 
8,  heard  an  application  by  Van  Wyk  and  the  Dutch  Star 
Chocolate  Company,  Limited,  to  restrain  P.  M.  Van  Wyk,  of 
Eldon  Street,  EC,  from  whom,  with  one  J.  R  Coney,  they 
purchased,  in  1892,  the  business  at  the  price  of  4,500/ ,  from 
breach  of  his  agreement  with  them  not  at  any  time  there- 
after, except  as  officers  of  the  Company  (of  which  Van  Wyk 
is  managing  director),  to  be  engaged  or  concerned  either  as 
principal,  agent,  or  employe,  at  any  place  within  200  miles 
from  the  plaintiffs'  registered  office,  in  the  business  of  agents 
for,  or  importers  of,  or  manufacturers  of  cocoa.  Van  Wyk, 
it  was  their  cace,  had  engaged  in  the  making  and  sale  of 
Van  Steen's  peptonised  cocoa,  which  he  had  discovered  and 
patented.  What  he  did  was  to  buy  pepsin  powder,  and 
send  it  for  manufacture  to  the  Cocoa  and  Chocolate  Com- 
pany, Limited,  as  makers  of  cocoa  powder,  and  then  sell  it 
to  the  ordinary  customer,  and  his  counsel  submitted  that 
nothing  in  the  agreement  prohibited  him  from  doing  this.  In 
the  result,  after  reading  the  affidavits  and  hearing  the  argu- 
ments, Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  said  that,  according  to  his 
construction  of  the  agreement,  defendant  had  committed  no 
breach  of  it,  and  he  dismissed  the  application  with  costs. 


looked  to  witness  like  a  sack-needle.  After  this  had  been 
used  he  felt  his  jaw  had  been  broken  and  the  point  of  the 
needle  go  through  the  jaw  and  touch  the  upper  part  of  his- 
tongue.  Mr.  W.  H.  Dixon  was  called  and  said  he  was  a 
qualified  dentist,  taking  his  qualification  before  1878.  In 
attempting  to  extract  the  tooth  in  question  the  crown  broke 
off  He  had  never  heard  of  a  j  aw  being  broken  with  forceps. 
Dr  Wallis,  who  attended  plaintiff,  said  the  jaw  was  not 
broken,  but  splintered.  From  what  he  saw  of  the  jaw-bone 
he  did  not  think  it  implied  negligence.  To  have  forced  an 
instrument  right  through  the  jaw-bone  would  have  been  an 
extraordinary  thing  for  a  dentist  to  have  done.  The  defendant 
said  he  did  not  use  an  elevator  at  all,  only  some  dressing- 
forceps  to  remove  spiculaj  of  bone.  In  removing  these  much 
pus  oozed  out,  and  suspecting  serious  consequences  he- 
advised  plaintiff  to  consult  a  doctor.  The  Judge,  in  giving ;  a 
verdict  for  the  defendant,  said  it  was  not  clear  which  ot  .he 
two  dentists  had  caused  plaintiff  injury.  Mr.  Burt  did  not 
appear  to  have  performed  an  operation  likely  to  cause  the 
injury  complained  of,  and  Mr.  Dixon,  whose  case  he  was  not 
trying,  did  not  appear  to  know  anything  of  the  case  till  quite 
recently. 

THE  STAMP  ACT. 
At  Leicester  on  February  3,  Thomas  Dawson,  Poole  Road, 
Leicester,  was  charged  with  selling  medicines  liable  to  stamp- 
duty  without  having  a  licence,  and  with  exposing  , or  sale  a 
box  labelled  »  Gillmore's  Pills,"  the  same  not  being  duly 
stamped.  Defendant  admitted  the  offences,  saying  he  had 
erred  in  ignorance,  and  asked  for  an  adjournment  so  that  he 
could  arrange  with  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities, 
case  was  accordingly  adjourned. 


YORKSHIRE  RELISH. 

On  Saturday  in  the  Chancery  Division,  in  the  case  of  Powell 
v.  Flather,  Mr.  Justice  Romer  was  asked,  on  behalf  of  the 
plaintiff,  to  make  perpetual  the  injunction  provisionally 
granted  restraining  the  defendant  from  representing  that  he 
was  in  possession  of  the  recipe  for  making  Yorkshire  Relish, 
and  to  have  it  extended  so  as  to  restrain  representations 
inducing  people  to  believe  that  defendant's  recipe  was 
the  same  as  plaintiff's.  His  Lordship  gave  judgment  as 
asked. 


Bankruptcies  ant)  failures. 


Be  Pole,  Ledikee  &  Co.,  Johannesburg,  S  A.R.,  Chemists 
and  Druggists. 

A  MEETING  of  the  creditors  of  these  debtors  was  held  in 
the  Johannesburg  Bankruptcy  Court  on  January  12,  before 
Captain  C.  von  Brandis,  when  the  following  claims  were 

filed : —  .  , 

£   s.  a. 

  3  13  6 

Bureoyne,  Burbklges 

  673  16  9 

  6  10  3 


Mr.  E.  Koehler 
Mr.  Louch,  q  q. 

&  Co.  ... 
Mr.  B.  Patlansky 


TELEPHONE  RIGHTS. 

An  action  of  the  United  British  Castor  Oil  Company 
(Limited)  v.  The  National  Telephone  Company  (Limited) 
was  in  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich's  list  on  Tuesday  last,  but  it 
was  arranged  by  consent  that  judgment  should  be  taken  for 
35/.  damages  and  costs.  It  was  understood  (though  not 
mentioned  in  Court)  that  the  action  arose  out  of  defendants' 
omission  to  connect  the  plaintiffs'  offices  wi  h  their 
manager's  residence. 


COUNTY  COURT  CASE. 

Alleged  Unskilful  Dental  Operation. 

At  East  Grinstead  on  January  4,  a  bricklayer,  named  White, 
claimed  50/.  damages  from  Mr.  A.  T.  Burt,  dentist,  Cantelupe 
Road,  East  Grinstead,  for  "pain,  injury,  loss  and  expense 
sustained  by  reason  of  defendant's  negligence  and  unskilful- 
ness  in  performing  a  dental  operation."  The  plaintiff  stated 
that  in  January,  1897,  he  went  to  Mr.  Dixon,  chemist  and 
druggist,  to  have  a  tooth  extracted,  who  broke  off  the  crown 
of  the  tooth  and  advised  him  to  wait,  as  he  did  not  think 
further  operation  necessary.  The  pain  returning  on  March  13 
he  went  to  defendant,  who  broke  off  several  pieces  of  the  tooth, 
using  two  different  kinds  of  forceps  and  subsequently  what 


The  trustee   Mr  F.  J.  Moller,  stated  that  he  expected 
further  large  claims.    The  debtors  had  handed  to  him  certain 
books,  papers,  and  vouchers,  but  up  to  the  present  they  had 
not  given  in  a  statement  of  their  assets  and  liabilities.  It 
was  therefore  impossible  to  give  any  reliable  information  as 
to  the  estate.    The  private  estates  of  the  insolvents  had 
not  been   sequestrated.    Mr.  Louch   suggested   that  the 
trustee  should  give  Pole  (who  had  kept  the  books)  special 
notice  to  attend  an  adjourned  meeting.    Mr.  E.  Lediker, 
father  of  one  of  the  debtors,  said  that  Pole  was  making 
away  with  the  partnership  property     Goods  imported  by 
the  firm  were  being  altered  by  new  labels  being  affixed.  He 
had  with  the  cognisance  of  the  trustee,  removed  a  portion  ot 
the  assets  for  the  security  of  the  creditors.    It  was  then 
formally  agreed  that  the  trustee  should  take  measures  to 
compel  the  debtors  to  furnish  him  with  a  full  statement  ot 
assets  and  liabilities,  and  to  ensure  their  attendance  at  the 
meetings  of  the  creditors,  and  that  he  apply  to  the  proper 
authorities  to  be  placed  in  possession  of  all  the  assets  of  the 
estate     In  reply  to  Mr.  E.  Lediker,  the  trustee  said  he  saw 
Pole  with  regard  to  the  lease  of  the  Braamfontein  store. 
Pole  said  that  since  the  insolvency  he  had  ceded  the  shop  to 
Messrs.  Lennon  &  Co.    He  (the  trustee)  pointed  out  to  him 
that  the  shop  was  the  property  of  the  partnership,  and  that 
he  could  not  so  act.    Pole  said  the  lease  was  in  his  own 
name  but  admitted  that  the  rent  was  paid  by  the  partner- 
ship    He  then  warned  Pole  that  he  should  dispute  the 
cession,  as  he  held  that  the  shop  belonged  to  the  partnership. 
The  lease  in  question  was  a  valuable  asset.    The  meeting 
I  was  at  this  stage  adjourned. 
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Re  Charles   Montague,    late  of  8  Red  Lion  Square, 
Holborn,  and  elsewhere,  Patent-medicine  Vendor. 

The  further  examination  of  Napoleon  Herschfeld,  otherwise 
Charles  Montague,  otherwise  Charles  Ashley,  took  place  at 
the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  last  week.  The  circum- 
stances of  the  failure  have  been  previously  reported.  The 
debtor  formerly  practised  as  a  rheumatism-specialist  at 
Buxton,  and  subsequently  as  a  patent-medicine  vendor,  at 
8  Red  Lion  Square,  Holborn,  and  45  Great  Russell  Street, 
W.C.  He  was  now  questioned  at  some  length  by  Mr.  Todd 
for  the  trustee  upon  a  cash-account  ordered  with  a  view  to 
showing  the  disposal  of  the  debtor's  receipts  since  August, 
1895.  The  hearing  was  further  adjourned  to  enable  addi- 
tional particulars  to  be  furnished  to  the  trustee  and  the  cash- 
account  to  be  extended. 


Re  Watson  Perrin  Wm.  Bradshaw,  Analytical  Chemist, 
now  living  at  Maidstone  (Kent),  and  formerly  in  business 
at  196  Norwood  Road,  London. 

This  debtor,  particulars  of  whose  bankruptcy  have  already 
appeared,  came  up  for  his  adjourned  examination  at 
the  Maidstone  Bankruptcy  Court  on  February  3.  In  reply 
to  the  Official  Receiver  the  debtor  stated  that  the  account  of 
payments  and  receipts  up  to  November  26  last  which  he 
had  filed  did  not  include  what  he  termed  incidental  ex- 
penses, which  amounted  possibly  to  15s.  per  week,  and  were 
iucurred  when  travelling  about  at  week-ends.  The  accounts 
showed  receipts  amounting  to  607/.  10s.  IQd ,  and  payments 
555/.  2s  ,  leaving  a  balance  of  52/.  8.?.  10d.,  which  would  be 
absorbed  by  the  incidental  expenses  he  had  referred  to.  He 
included  tobacco  and  matches  in  the  statement  because  they 
were  part  of  the  household-expenses.  The  account  for 
September  3,  1897,  to  November  26  showed  a  balance  of 
34Z  6.?.  6d.,  but  the  book  from  which  the  account  was  made  up 
was  not  complete,  although  he  kept  accurate  accounts  as  far 
as  he  could.  Soon  after  his  mairiage  he  banked  240/.  for 
his  wife,  and  at  the  same  time  she'gave  him  50/.  or  60/.  he  had 
previously  borrowed.  He  had  had  hundreds  of  pounds  from 
his  wife,  and  he  gave  vouchers  for  these  sums  on  receipt.  If 
his  wife  said  to  the  contrary  that  was  because  she  misunder- 
stood the  question.  He  found  on  November  26,  1896,  that  his 
liabilities  were  217/.  beyond  his  assets,  which,  including  book- 
debts  and  furniture,  amounted  to  350/.  The  examination  was 
further  adjourned. 


Re  Ferguson  &  Forster,  11  and  12  Great  Tower  Street, 
and  6  and  7  Osborne  Street,  Whitechapel. 

At  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  February  10  the 
public  examination  of  J.  C.  Forster,  wholesale  spice  mer- 
chant and  liquorice  importer  (trading  under  the  above 
style),  was  resumed.  The  debtor's  accounts  show  total 
liabilities  34,129/.  (unsecured  18,212/.),  and  assets  valued  at 
11,639/.  The  debtor,  in  reply  to  the  Official  Receiver,  said 
that  on  the  death  of  his  uncle,  in  1870,  he  succeeded  to  a 
half-share  in  the  business,  and  until  1873  he  traded  with  the 
surviving  partner,  who  died  in  that  year.  In  1878  he  was 
joined  by  a  partner  who  introduced  1,220/.  capital,  and  who 
died  in  October,  1896,  having  overdrawn  his  account  by 
about  1,900/.  Witness  subsequently  traded  alone  uLtil 
the  failure.  An  attempt  made  last  October  to  convert 
the  business  into  a  limited  company  proved  abortive 
He  ascribed  his  failure  mainly  to  interest  on  borrowed 
money,  to  bad  debts  (1,849/.),  to  expenses  (607/.)  incurred 
in  connection  with  the  attempted  company,  and  to  a  con- 
tract entered  into  with  a  liquorice-grower  in  Italy  to  take 
800  cases  of  liquorice-juice  per  annum,  which  had  involved 
him  in  heavy  liabilities.  His  drawings  had  been  about 
1,200/.  per  annum  since  1893.  The  gross  trading-profits 
during  that  period  had  amounted  to  between  7.000/.  and 
9.000/.  a  year,  whilst  the  net  profits  dropped  from  1,400/.  in 
1894  to  about  1,000/.  in  1895  and  1896.  The  difference 
between  the  gross  and  net  profit  was  largely  caused  by 
charges  for  interest  on  loans  raised  in  consequence  of  the 
lock-up  of  his  capital  in  dead  stock.  The  witness  was  ex- 
amined at  some  length  with  a  view  to  ascertain  when  the 
insolvency  dated  from,  and  as  to  the  existence  or  correctness 
of  certain  items  appearing  in  the  various  balance-sheets. 

After  a  somewhat    lengthy    examination  the  learned 


Registtar  directed  the  case  to  be  adjourned  formally  for  a 
week,  the  debtor  in  the  meantime  being  ordered  to  make  a 
good  discovery  of  certain  papers  and  a  cash-box. 


Re  Leonard  Groves,  66  Mark  Lane,  E.C.,  Chemical 
Agent,  &c. 

This  bankrupt,  who  failed  in  April,  1894,  applied  to  Mr. 
Registrar  Hope,  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  on  Thurs- 
day, for  an  order  of  discharge.  According  to  the  report  of 
the  Official  Receiver,  the  assets  have  realised  405/.  19s.  10d., 
and  a  dividend  of  3s  Id.  in  the  pound  has  been  paid  on 
proofs  amounting  to  1,505/.  13s.  3d.  The  bankrupt  was  for 
many  years  employed  in  the  business  of  a  chemical  agent, 
and  in  1882  he,  with  200/.  capital,  entered  into  partnership 
with  the  widow  of  his  late  employer,  and  continued  the 
business  as  Leese  &  Groves,  at  66  Mark  Lane.  Mrs.  Leesc 
retired  in  1885  with  1,000/.,  representing  her  share  of  the 
capital,  and  the  bankrupt  then  took  as  partner  Mr.  Edwin 
Gandar,  who  introduced  500/.  to  the  capital  account.  In 
June,  1893,  Gandar  withdrew.  His  share  was  agreed  at 
979/.,  but  he  only  received  350/.  of  the  amount  up  to  the 
date  of  the  failure.  The  bankrupt  attributed  his  failure 
chiefly  to  the  withdrawal  of  capital  by  Mr.  Gandar.  His 
Honour  imposed  a  suspension  of  two  years. 


Beet)  of  Hrranocmcnt 


Jones,  William  Arthur,  83a  Albany  Road  London,  S.E.,  late  Cooinbe 
Down  House,  near  Bath,  surgeon.  Trustee,  Arthur  Gooding,  21  Charles 
Street,  Bath,  accountant.  Dated  February  4  ;  filed  February  5.  Liabili- 
ties unsecured,  141/.  Is.  3i. ;  estimated  net  assets,  300?.  Assignment 
upon  trust  of  debtor's  share  and  interest  in  practice,  goodwill,  book- 
debts,  &e.,  at  83a  and  84  Albany  Road,  to  secure  payment  of  creditors 
in  full,  debtor  covenanting  to  pay  trustee  the  sum  of  30s.  per  week  to 
meet  same,  commencing  as  from  November  29,  1897.  The  following- 
are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£  s.  a. 


Adam  &  Turing,  Bath   15  0  0 

Bath  Road  Oar  Company,  Bath    13  0  0 

Evans  &.  Owen,  Bath   20  0  0 

Little  &  Lyle,  Bath   14  0  0 

Mannings  &  io ),  Bath    35  0  0 


<3a3ette. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Ballardie,  J.,  and  Holden,  M.,  under  the  style  of  Ballardie,  HoldeD 

&  Co.,  Liverpool,  manufacturing  chemists  and  oil  merchants. 
Benjafield,  W.  B.,  and  Heath,  J.,  under  the  style  of  Benjafield  & 

Heath,  Edmonton,  surgeons  and  general  medical  practitioners. 
Ferry,  R.  B.,  and  Manners,  R.,  under  the  style  of  Robert  Bailey 

Ferry,  chemists  and  druggists,  the  Claremont  Pharmacy,  Gateshead. 
Tudge,  J.  M.,  and  Severs,  C,  under  the  style  of  Tudge  &  Severs, 

Gerrard  Street,  Soho,  W.,  surgeons  and  general  medical  practitioners. 
White,  T.  N.,  and  Andrews,  J.  S.,  under  the  style  of  the  Spring 

Water  Company,  Holloway  Road,  N  ,  mineral-water  manufacturers. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 
Receiving  Order. 

Fegen,  Charles  Milton,  Toddington,  Bedfordshire,  late  Addington 
Road,  Bow,  E.,  surgeon. 

Adjudications. 

Green,  Thomas,  Hucknall  Torkard  and  Calverton,  veterinary  surgeon, 
farmer,  miller,  and  dealer  in  horses,  cattle,  corn,  hay,  and  ale. 

Priestley,  John  Andrew,  Stoke-upon- Trent,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Ryland,  Alfred,  the  younger,  Birmingham  and  Worcester,  trading  as  a 
brassfounder  and  practising  as  a  dentist. 

Selvey,  Arthur  William,  "Worcester  and  Kidderminster,  dentist. 

Order  made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 

Charlton,  Frederick  John,  Handley,  Dorset,  physician  and  surgeon- 
discharge  suspended  for  two  years,  ending  December  1,  1899. 

The  London  Gazette  of  February  4  contains  a  full  list  of 
the  awards  at  the  Brussels  Exhibition  of  1897,  and  it  also 


284 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


February  12,  1898 


names  a  large  number  of  noblemen,  officials,  Presidents  of 
learned  societies,  and  representatives  of  Chambers  of 
Commerce  as  a  Royal  Commission  to  see  to  the  proper 
representation  of  this  country  at  the  Paris  Exhibition  of 
1900. 


The  Campbeltown  Apothecaries'  Company,  18  Back 
Street,  Campbeltown,  have  fitted  up  a  dark-room  for  the  use 
of  photographic  customers. 

We  have  received  the  February  price-list  of  G.  &  R.  Fritz 
Briiun  erstrasse,  Wein.  It  is  a  hook  of  272  pages,  and  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  pages  at  the  end  is  entirely  devoted 
to  drugs  and  chemicals.  It  is  one  of  the  most  complete 
lists  of  the  kind  published. 

Messrs  Joseph  Crospield  &  Sons  (Limited),  of  War- 
rington, have  this  week  been  sending  out  samples  of  pure 
caustic-soda  in  the  form  of  a  granular  powder.  It  is  free 
'from  metallic  impurities,  and  is  exceedingly  convenient  to 
those  who  wish  to  make  solutions  quickly. 

A  particularly  neat  little  "pocket-men- 
thol "  in  the  form  of  nickel  pencil-case,  to  sell 
at  6^.,  leaving  a  profit  which  will  satisfy  the 
most  exacting  pharmacist,  is  brought  out  by 
Messrs.  F.  Newbery  &  Sons.  It  can  be  carried 
in  the  pocket  or  hung  on  a  chain. 

Holloway's  Wine  Company  (Limited),  of 
61  New  Oxford  Street,  London,  are  commencing 
in  a  number  of  papers  a  series  of  advertisements  in  the  form 
of  coupons  to  be  taken  to  chemists  who  are  agents  for  the 
sale  of  Holloway's  Coca-wine,  offering  a  2s.  9d.  bottle  for 
2s.  Qd.  The  company  will  refund  ihe  3d.  to  the  agent  on 
receipt  of  the  coupon.  This  applies  only  to  those  who  have 
signed  their  non- cutting  agreement. 

The  Black  Cat  is  the  name  of  a  new  monthly  story- 
paper  which  Messrs.  John  Davis  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  London 
and  Brighton,  are  publishing,  apparently  in  part  to  advertise 
pharmaceutical  and  allied  specialities.  It  is  a  clever  thing; 
the  ideas  being,  if  not  novel,  carried  out  with  distinction  and 
artistic  merit.  The  paper  is  a  kind  of  superior  Home 
€hat  —  larger,  better  type,  better  reading-matter,  and  better 
Illustrations — and  it  sells  for  a  penny. 

Dent's  Toothache  Gum,  which  is  introduced  to  this 
•country  by  C.  S.  Dent  &  Co.,  3  Farringdon  Avenue,  seems  a 
.good  idea.  It  is  a  carbolated  wool  made  up  with  wax  into  a 
consistence  which  makes  it  easy  to  mould  a  piece  with  the 
fingers  for  insertion  into  a  hollow  tooth.  The  proprietors 
tell  us  that  this  is  only  the  medium  and  that  the  effective 
"remedy  contained  is  something  else.  They  are  willing  to 
make  advantageous  terms  with  chemists  who  will  interest 
themselves  in  the  article. 

From  S.  F.  Goss  (Limited),  chemists,  201  Regent  Street 
and  460  Oxford  Street,  W.,  we  have  received  a  125-page 
book  entitled  "  Health  and  Beauty."  The  book  is  artistically 
printed,  and  deals  with  the  care  of  the  skin,  hair,  &c,  and  is 
designed  to  give  accurate  and  up-to-date  knowledge  of  the 
subject,  and  thus  explode  the  many  pretensions  of  quackery 
rampant  in  this  department.  The  book  is  not  given  over,  as 
might  be  expected,  to  advertisements  of  the  toilet-specialities 
of  the  firm  ;  indeed,  the  only  fault  we  can  find  is  that  the 
best  use  has  not  been  made  of  the  many  opportunities 
afforded  throughout  the  book. 

A  new  advertising  idea  is  introduced  by  Messrs.  Elliman' 
Sons  &  Co.  They  have  bound  nine  of  their  clever  coloured 
hunting  scenes  (by  John  Sturgess)  in  a  book,  and  opposite  to 
■each  the  same  drawing  is  printed,  but  in  black-and-white. 
This  makes  "  the  Elliman  Painting-book,"  and  is  intended  to 
be  used  as  an  instruction-book  in  the  art  of  painting.  Some 
useful  suggestions  are  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  book,  as 
to  the  use  of  colours,  brushes,  &c,  and  the  volume  is  to  b3 
sold  at  6a!.  The  firm  do  not  intend  to  give  it  away  at  all, 
but  they  will  supply  chemists  wholesale  with  any  number, 
large  or  small,  at  the  rate  of  3d.  per  copy. 


The  price-list  of  laboratory-apparatus  which  Messrs- 
Fletcher,  Russell  &  Co.  (Limited),  Warrington,  send  us  is  a 
most  artistic  production,  and  will  be  a  revelation  to  many 
people  as  to  the  variety  of  purposes  to  which  gas  and 
petroleum  can  be  put  in  the  workshop  and  laboratory.  The 
list  figures  a  number  of  useful  articles — from  Bunsen 
burners  to  the  more  powerful  reverberatory  furnaces.  This 
firm  make  and  guarantee  the  working-cost  in  practice  of 
every  kind  of  heating  appliance,  even  in  new  and  untried 
processes  ;  and,  on  receiving  exact  particulars,  quote  prices 
which,  owing  to  the  simplicity  of  the  apparatus,  are  low. 
There  are  testimonials  occurring  throughout  the  book 
speaking  of  the  economy  and  perfection  reached  by  using 
these  gas-appliances. 

We  continue  to  receive  samples  of  chemists'  local 
almanacs.  Chemists  who  send  such  publications  to  us  must 
take  the  chance  of  getting  unfavourable  criticisms  some- 
times. Messrs.  Edmonson  and  Hoey,  of  Rathmines,  near 
Dublin,  put  a  lot  of  useful  work  into  their  little  almanac. 
We  fancy  such  sections  as  household  requirements  and  stable 
requisites  might  be  with  advantage  spread  out  somewhat  so 
as  to  quote  prices.  A  medical  directory  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  the  hours  of  consultation  of  the  practitioners 
named,  is  a  useful  feature.  We  cannot  understand  any  one 
buying  quinine-and-iron  tonic  in  consequence  of  the  doggrel 
verse  by  which  it  is  recommended.  The  address  to  "  Dear 
Sir  or  Madam  "  in  Turner's  Illustrated  Almanac,  which  is 
signed  "  Yours  pharmaceutically,  Turner,"  would  be  better, 
we  think,  if  the  flippant  tone  were  discarded.  The  patient 
who  wants  medicine  dispensed  regards  the  business  as  a 
serious  one.  Mr.  Turner  (whose  business  is  at  Chester)  sends 
out  his  almanac  in  an  envelope  on  which  he  offers  to  give  a 
free  trial-sample  to  certain  articles  he  advertises  to  any  one 
returning  the  envelope  with  his  name  and  address  written  on 
the  back.  This  "  idea,"  he  tells,  has  brought  business.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Dixon,  of  East  Grinstead,  who  combines  an  almanac 
and  a  local  directory,  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  abundance 
of  the  advertisements  he  has  secured.  He  states  that  he 
circulates  8,000  copies  of  his  almanac. 

Mr.  B.  Kuhn,  36  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  E.C.,  sends  us  samples 
of  capsules  or  perles  of  colchi-sal  and  of  betul-ol  liniment, 
two  remedies  for  gout  and  rheumatism.  We  mentioned  the 
former  article  in  reporting  on  the  Medical  and  Hygienic  Ex- 
hibition held  last  year,  but  we  may  repeat  that  the  liquid  in 
the  perles  is  a  combination  of  pure  colchicine  gr.  ^  with 
natural  methyl  salicylate  gr.  iij.,  this  combination  having  been 
found  by  practitioners  to  be  of  great  value  in  rheumatic  gout, 
as  it  acts  better  than  and  is  not  so  heart-depressing  as  sodium 
salicylate.  The  colchi-sal  capsules  are  put  up  neatly  in 
bottles  of  50,  2s.  M.,  and  100,  4s.  6d.  In  our  Winter  Number, 
page  179,  there  is  a  note  on  the  value  of  external  applications 
of  methyl  salicylate  in  articular  rheumatism.  Mr.  Kuhn's 
betu!-ol  (lin.  methyl-salicyl.  co.)  meets  the  requirements 
there  laid  down,  it  consists  chiefly  of  the  oil  of  Uetula 
lento,,  and  its  use  is  specially  indicated  in  cases  where 
salicylates  and  even  colchi-sal  cannot  be  taken  on  account  of 
gastric  disturbance.  Clinical  observations  show  that  the 
betul-ol  is  absorbed  quickly.  It  is  intended  that  both  of 
these  preparations  should  be  ordered  by  prescription.  Mr. 
Kuhn  also  sends  us  a  sample  box  of  new  cubic  tablets  of 
chinosol,  each  of  which  makes  1J  gals,  of  1  in  2400  solution. 
We  have  on  various  occasions  called  attention  to  the  decided 
antiseptic  and  disinfectant  properties  of  chinosol,  and  we 
observe  that  Dr.  E.  Klein  has  recently  written  a  report  on  it 
which  substantiates  all  our  statements.  This  report  is  par- 
ticularly interesting  at  the  present  time  when  chemists  have 
their  attention  called  to  the  value  of  bacteriology  as  a  "  side- 
line," as  it  contains  a  precise  statement  of  the  manner  in 
which  a  disinfectant  is  valued  bacteriologically.  Mr.  Kuhn 
will  give  a  copy  of  the  report  to  anyone  who  applies  for  it. 


Settling. — It  is  reported  in  American  papers  that  Mr. 
H.  C.  Parke,  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  has  foreclosed  a  mortgage 
upon  real  estate  owned  by  his  former  partnerMr.  George  Davis, 
located  at  Fairview  Park  and  elsewhere.  Mr.  Parke  testified 
that  Mr.  Davis's  indebtedness  to  him  was  #183,000,  less  the 
value  of  the  Davis  stock  in  the  firm,  his  residence  on 
Jefferson  Avenue,  Detroit,  several  valuable  oil-paintings,  the 
total  being  #91,000,  leaving  a  total  debt  of  #92  000,  all  of 
which,  except  #10,000.  has  been  paid. 
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Notice  to  Retail  Buyers. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section 
are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk. 

In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before  ordinary 
prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much 
labour  and  the  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are 
suitable  even  for  manufacturing-purposes. 

Further  points  which  should  be  borne  in  mind  are  that  the 
distributor  generally  has  to  bear  the  bulk  of  the  freight-charges 
on  the  goods  on  their  way  from  the  producer  to  the  retailer,  and 
that  for  many  articles  the  range  of  quality  is  very  wide. 


42  CANNON  STREET,  E.C.,  February  10. 
npHB  following  are  the  principal  alterations  of  the  week  in 
London  and  other  business   centres  from  which  our 
reports  are  drawn  : — 


Higher. 

Beeswax 
Chillies 
Cloves 
Galls 

Ginger  (Japan  and  Cochin) 

Gum  arable 

Honey 

Japan  wax 

Pepper  (white) 

Saffron 


Lower. 

Ammonia  sulphate 
Acetate  of  lime 
Cocaine 

Copper  sulphate 
Glycerine 
Pimento 
Senega 

Sodium  nitrate 
Spermaceti 


Things  are  quiet  generally,  and  not  so  much  business  doing. 
There  was  a  drop  in  cocaine  on  Tuesday,  but  it  rose  to  10s. 
to-day.  Quinine,  tartaric  acid,  glycerine,  and  citric  acid  are 
easier.  A  few  articles  are  firmer,  although  without  quotable 
change.  Camphor,  ergot,  rhubarb,  quicksilver,  caustic  soda, 
and  recovered  sulphur  are  the  more  important  in  this 
section.  In  connection  with  the  rise  in  chillies,  we  call 
attention  to  an  article  on  p.  290,  and  there  are  notes  and  a 
diagram  on  cinchona,  p.  288. 


CABLEGRAMS. 
From  Hamburg  we  hear  that  Japan  wax  is  firmer. 
Crude  camphor  shows  a  quiet  market  at  240rn.  per  100  kilos., 
and  cevad ilia- seed  is  easier  at  80m.  per  100  kilos. 

Our  Smyrna  correspondent  cabled  on  February  4,  too 
late  for  insertion  in  our  last  issue,  that  milder  weather, 
accompanied  with  rains,  had  set  in.  Buyers  are  holding 
aloof,  although  there  are  willing  sellers,  and  a  decline  in 
prices  is  looked  for  shortly. 

Our  New  York  correspondent  telegraphs  on  Thurcday 
afternoon  that  golden-seal  root  (Hydrastis  Canadensis)  is 
active,  at  40c.  per  lb.  Bay  berry- bark  is  offered  at  3fc, 
prime  serpentariaat  25c,  and  black  haw  bark  at  6|c.  to  6fc.  ; 
the  foregoing  are  all  firm.  On  the  other  hand,  sassafras 
is  weaker,  at  6 Jo. ;  senega  is  also  lower,  at  22c.  Natural 
beeswax  is  offered  at  28c,  and  spermaceti  at  28c. 

_  The  present  excited  clove-market  naturally  draws  atten- 
tion  to  points  in  regard  to  the  article  which  are  not 
thought  of  everyday,  and  we  may  add  to  recent 
Cloves.        information  on  the  subject  the  following  state- 
ments from  a  German  official  paper.    After  re- 
ferring to  the  habit  of  the  clove-tree  it  is  mentioned  that 


the  harvest  is  between  September  and  March,  and  one  tree 
yields  J  frasilah,  or  about  9  lbs.,  of  cloves  After  plucking 
the  cloves  are  freed  from  their  stalks  and  dried  in  the  sun, 
whereby  they  lose  half  their  weight.  The  best  cloves  are 
produced  in  Molucca,  the  next  in  Amboyna,  then  come  the 
Zanzibar  and  Pemba  cloves.  The  two  last-mentioned  furnish 
four-fifths  of  the  world's  supply.  The  export  duty  of  25  per 
cent,  on  cloves  yields  Zanzibar  a  revenue  of  27,000/.  a  year. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  world's  consumption  of  clove3  is 
30,000  bales  annually  (sic),  Europe  taking  45  6  per  cent,  of 
Zanzibar's  production,  India  43T  per  cent.,  America  10  7  per 
cent  ,  and  Africa  0  3  per  cent.  The  German  authority 
naturally  comments  upon  the  over-production  of  cloves  in 
view  of  these  figures,  and  has  no  doubt  mixed  up  this  year's 
crop,  30,000  to  40,000  bales,  with  "  der  Jahresbedarf  der 
Welt."  Here  we  may  parenthetically  remark  that,  if  the 
export  duty  of  25  per  cent,  yields  27,000/.,  then  the  gross 
value  of  the  cloves  is  108,000/.,  to  this  add  duty  27,000/.,  and 
freight  15,000/. ;  altogether  150,000/.  So  that  the  average 
value  of  cloves  of  recent  years  being  about  2,\d.  per  lb.,  and 
the  value  of  the  bale  130  lbs.  being  25s  .120,000  bales  must,  by 
this  calculation,  have  been  exported.  London,  Hamburg,  and 
Marseilles  are  the  European  ports  to  which  cloves  are  mostly 
sent,  and  the  Hamburg  imports  are  steadily  increasing. 


The  English  patent  granted  to  the  Farbfabriken  vorm. 
Meister,  Lucius  &  Briining  for  the  "  manufacture  of  oxypyra- 

zols,  or  substances  formed  by  condensing 
a  *ti  i  hydrazines  with  the  ethers  of  carboketonic 
Patent         acids,"  expires  to-morrow,  provisional  protection 

being  dated  February  11,  1884.  |The  number  of 
the  patent  is  3,097.  The  process  started  from  the  observation 
by  E.  Fischer  that  when  acetylacetic  ether  and  phenylhydra- 
zine  are  brought  together  under  certain  conditions,  a  yellow 
oil  is  formed.  The  patentees  found  that  when  this  oil  is 
heated  it  splits  up  into  ethylic  alcohol  and  methylphenyl 
oxypyrazol  (C10H10N,O).  To  make  it  molecular  quantities  of 
acetylacetic  ether  and  phenylhydrazine  are  mixed  together, 
the  mixture  heated  to  100°  C.  until  a  portion  of  it  solidifies 
on  cooling,  or  on  being  immersed  in  ether.  It  is  then 
purified  by  crystallisation,  and  by  methylation  is  converted 
into  antipyrin  (CnHl2N.20),  which  process  is  covered  by  the 
patent.  It  is  generally  supposed  that  the  patent  does  not 
expire  until  July,  the  date  when  the  complete  specification 
was  lodged.  This  is  an  error.  To-day's  quotation  for  anti- 
pyrin is  2s.  8|</.  per  oz.,  but  that  may  not  hold  many  hours. 


Acid,  Citric,  has  an  easier  tendency.  English  B.P.  is 
quoted  at  Is  0{d.,  and  ordinary  at  Is.  per  lb.  Five  tons 
have  come  to  hand  from  Messina. 

Acid,  Tartaric. — Slightly  easier  at  lZjd.  per  lb.  for 
foreign  crystals.  English  on  the  spot  is  unchanged  at  lZ^d. 
to  13d. 

Aconite.— German  root  maybe  had  at  38s.  6d.,  leaves 
at  from  27s.  6d.  to  42s.  per  cwt.  according  to  quality. 

Aloes. —  Curagao  is  rather  scarce,  17s.  6d.  per  cwt.  on 
the  spot  will  buy  clean  Capey ;  for  gourds  40s.  is  asked. 
The  Cape  variety  is  firm  at  23s.  per  cwt.  for  good  hard 
bright. 

Asafcetida.— The  Alphonse  Par-ran  from  Lingah,  Persian' 
Gulf,  has  brought  121  cases,  and  20  cases  have  also  arrived, 
in  Hamburg.    Little  business  is  doing. 

Balsam  Tolu  is  lower.  Genuine  is  quoted  at  Is.  5d.  per 
lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  large  tins,  and  Is.  8d.  for  small,  and  is  likely  to 
decline  still  further  on  account  of  the  large  arrivals.  The 
imports  at  New  York  in  1897  were  40,000  lbs.,  against 
15,000  in  1896,  and  80,000  in  1895. 

Belladonna. — Genuine  foreign  root  is  offered  at  43s.  Qd. 
per  cwt.,  picked  leaves  at  65s.  per  cwt. 

Buchu.— The  Gaul  from  Cape  Town  has  brought  29  bales. 
Since  last  week's  sales  good  round  green  leaf  has  been  sold: 
at  5^d.  per  lb. 

Calamus  Root  is  quoted  25s.  6cl.  per  cwt.  oa  the  sp}t 
for  natural  and  at  31s.  for  peeled  root. 

Calumba. — It  is  reported  that  large  arrivals  are  expected, 
but  so  far  we  have  not  been  able  to  confirm  this,  and  it  is 
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difficult  to  get  a  quotation  less  than  60s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  sorts, 
and  75s.  is  mentioned  as  the  price  for  good  washed  sliced. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  unchanged  at  20s.  to  21s.  per  cwt. 
for  new  bark,  but  there  have  been  sales  of  four-year-old  bark 
at  25s.  this  week. 

Cinchona  is  dealt  with  in  an  article  at  the  end  of  this 
report. 

Cocaine. — On  Tuesday  Messrs.  Merck's  agent  lowered  the 
price  of  hydrochlorate  to  9s.  5d.  per  oz.  for  100-oz.  lots, 
9s.  7c/.  for  25  oz  ,  and  9s.  9^.  for  smaller  quantities.  Other 
makers  promptly  met  the  "  cut,"  and  to-day  the  quotation 
was  withdrawn,  and  the  minimum  price  again  returned  to 
iOs.  per  oz.  for  100-oz.  lots.  Nine  packages  of  crude  alkaloid 
have  arrived  per  Don  from  Callao. 

Cubbbs.-  Quiet,  but  firmly  held,  at  from  about  40s.  to 
45s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot  for  good  quality.  In  our  issue  of 
January  8  we  gave  some  special  information  regarding  the 
Amsterdam  and  London  markets,  and  from  the  same  source 
we  quote  the  following  statistical  statement  of  the  position 
of  the  berries  during  the  past  nine  years  : — ■ 


Cultivated 

Coarse 

Small 

Mixed 

Year 

Bales 

Berries 

Berries 

Berries 

Berries 

c. 

c. 

1889 

586 

300-340 

265-280 

270-280 

235-245 

1890 

662 

28C-300 

180-200 

150-170 

70-  80 

1891 

930 

120-130 

90-100 

60-  70 

70-  80 

1892 

1840 

60-  65 

45-  50 

40-  45 

35-  45 

1893 

1254 

40-  45 

30-  35 

25-  30 

20-  25 

1894 

1157 

25-  30 

20-  25 

15-  20 

10-  15 

1895 

1021 

20-  23 

16-  18 

14-  16 

9-  12 

1896 

1587 

12-  14 

8-  10 

7-  9 

4-  7 

1897 

549 

18-  20 

14-  16 

14-  15 

12-  14 

The  bales  represent  imports  and  the  prices  cents  (5c.  =  Id.) 
per  half  kilo. 


Ergot  of  Rye  is  firm  at  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  for 
sound  new  Spanish,  but  there  is  little  to  be  had.  Russian 
may  be  had  at  9d.  to  lOd.  on  the  spot. 

Gentian-boot. — Business  has  been  done  this  week  in 
good  split  root  at  21s.  to  22s.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b. ;  common,  20s. 
Whole  root  is  unobtainable. 

Glycerine  —Slightly  easier.  Good  German  double-dis- 
tilled glycerine  is  offered  at  51/.  to  52/.  per  ton,  according 
to  holder.  English  is  offered  slightly  below  these  figures — 
say  50/.  per  ton,  nominally. 

Henbane. — The  following  are  the  current  quotations  for 
continental  henbane  : — Good  to  fine  picked  leaves,  8d.  to  9d. 
per  lb. ;  ordinary  to  good  herb,  from  38s.  to  45s.  per  cwt. 

Iodine. — There  is  no  change  to  report  in  the  quotations. 
Two  parcels  (4  and  32  barrels)  have  arrived  at  Liverpool 
since  our  last  issue. 

Ipecacuanha  is  firmly  held  at  the  auction  rates — viz., 
8s.  to  8s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  Rio ;  and  6s.  6d.  to  6s.  9d.  for  Cartha- 
gena.  The  l)on,  from  Puerto  Colombia,  has  brought  7  bales, 
and  34  bales  have  arrived  in  Hamburg  from  Rio. 

Jalap. — Sales  are  reported  this  week  at  6§cZ.  per  lb.  for 
good  Vera  Cruz  root.  The  imports  into  New  York  last  year 
were  484  bales  only,  as  against  1,534,  993,  and  724  in  the 
three  preceding  years. 

Oil,  Cajuput. — The  London  market  is  unchanged,  but 
firm  at  4s.  3c/.  per  bottle.  In  Amsterdam  the  stocks  are  low 
as  in  London.  There  in  1895  as  many  as  13,300  bottles 
and  14  barrels  were  imported,  but  last  year  only  3,500 
bottles  and  8  barrels,  and  most  of  it  was  sold. 

Oil,  Castoe. — French  or  Belgian  oil  of  first  pressing  is 
offered  on  the  spot  at  30s.  6c/.  per  cwt. :  second  pressing 
29s.  6fZ.,  and  February-June  fhipment  at  27s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
■c.i.f.  Business  in  medicinal  Italian  oil  is  fairly  brisk  at  38s. 
to  40s.  c.i.f 

Oil,  Cloves.— No  further  change  in  the  price,  but  it  is 
extremely  firm  at  2s.  lOd.  per  lb.,  and  may  go  higher. 

Oil,  Cod-liyeb. — More  interest  is  being  shown  in  the 
•market  this  week,  and,  on  the  whole,  a  firmer  market  is 


expected,  although  one  seller  has  sold  Lofoten  new 
oil  at  60s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.,  for  March  shipment.  The 
same  agent  also  quotes  60s.  for  old  oil.  On  the  other 
hand,  well-known  brands  of  new  oil  .are  being  offered  at 
from  70s.  to  75s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.  terms.  Until  the  fishings 
have  advanced  somewhat  a  ruling  price  will  not  be 
quotable.  Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  February  5 
that  the  fishery  is  making  small  progress  owing  to  the 
stormy  weather,  and  the  total  catch  of  fish  to  date  is  un- 
important. At  the  beginning  of  February  last  year 
1,500,000  fish  had  been  caught,  yielding  1,392  hectolitres  of 
oil.  For  small  parcels  of  new  non-congealing  oil  60s.  per 
barrel,  f.o.b.  terms,  has  been  paid.  The  exports  from  Bergen 
up  to  date  have  been  635  barrels,  against  357  barrels  at  the 
corresponding  period  of  last  year.  Two  days  later  the  catch 
had  resulted  as  follows: — At  Lofoten,  11  barrels  of  steam- 
refined  medicinal  oil  ;  other  parts  of  Nordland,  100  barrels  ; 
total,  111  barrels.  Last  year  the  result  of  the  fishing  for 
the  same  period  was  : — At  Lofoten,  135  barrels  ;  other  parts 
of  Nordland,  730  barrels  ;  total,  865  barrels. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus. — Small  sales  are  being  made  on  the 
spot  at  from  Is.  to  Is.  9d.  per  lb.  for  the  Amygdalina  oil. 

Oil,  Lemongeass. — Users  appear  to  have  had  their  re- 
quirements filled,  for  prices  have  rattled  down  to  half  what 
they  were  six  weeks  ago,  Qhd.  per  oz.  "  to  arrive  "  being  the 
quotation  for  a  reputable  oil,  and  even  less  would  be  taken  for 
some  parcels  carrying  no  guarantee. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — American  HGH  is  quiet,  but  firm,  at 
5s.  6d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  buy 
under.  Japanese  dementholised  oil  is  offered  at  3s.  ljc/. 
per  lb.  on  the  spot ;  there  are  no  offers  for  forward  delivery. 

Oils,  Sicilian. — Advices  from  Messina  received  on  Wed- 
nesday state  that  all  essential  oils  are  well  held  there,  and 
signs  of  a  rise  are  not  wanting.  Fine  Oil  of  Bergamot  is 
offered  at  8s  per  lb.  f.o.b.,  though  there  are  quotations  in  the 
market  at  the  low  figure  of  6s.  6c/.  Oil  of  Sweet  Orange  is 
very  firm  at  7s.  6c/.  to  8s.  6d.  f.o.b.  according  to  quality.  Oil 
of  Lemon  is  inclined  to  be  firmer,  though  it  may  still  be  had 
at  3s.  to  3s.  3d.  per  lb.  f.o.b. 

Opium. — Business  on  the  London  market  has  been  poor 
this  week,  as  the  bulk  of  the  holdings  is  still  held  for 
higher  prices.  Finest  Persian  is  quoted  at  10s.  to  10s.  6d  , 
and  ordinary  to  good,  9s.  3d.  to  10s.  per  lb  Best  selected 
Turkey  12s.  6d. ;  druggists'  current  tale  quale  8s.  6d.  to  9s.  6d. 
per  lb.  From  Smyrna  we  hear,  under  date  January  29,  that 
the  weather  was  colder  during  last  week  than  it  has  been 
since  1880.  The  winter  sowings  have  not,  in  consequence, 
fared  well.  The  spring  sowings  of  March  and  April  have 
still  to  be  depended  upon,  but  they  have  been  known 
to  succeed  once  only  in  ten  years.  The  amount  of  damage 
caused  since  the  commencement  of  the  frost  is  estimated  at 
90  per  cent,  in  the  lowlands,  and  50  per  cent,  in  the  high 
table-lands.  In  the  latter  districts  heavy  snows  have 
fallen,  which  have  to  some  extent  protected  the  young 
plants.  Orders  from  speculators  in  the  interior  are  daily 
coming  forward,  and  30  cases  have  been  taken  for  their 
account.  If  speculation  were  to  cease  for  a  week  the  market 
would,  no  doubt,  decline  to  the  previous  quotations  of  from 
7s.  3d  to  8s.  2d.,  especially  if  how!- fide  buyers  do  not  respond 
to  the  present  values.  If  there  is  a  small  crop  of  3,000  to 
4,000  cases,  the  large  stock  remaining  over  from  1897  in 
Smyrna,  Constantinople,  and  Salonica  is  likely  to  cover  re- 
quirements for  the  next  twelve  months,  without  calculating 
the  large  United  States  stock.  At  the  close  of  the  week  the 
market  remained  firm  at  8s.  4c/.  to  8s.  3d.  per  lb.,  with  sellers 
but  no  buyers.  The  sales  for  the  week  are  as  follows  : — Six 
cases  Adette  current  tale  quale  at  the  parity  of  7s.  9c/.  to  7s.  10*/. 
per  lb.  f.o  b.  Smyrna,  and  27  cases  Karahissar  and  Adette 
current  tale  quale  at  from  8s.  3?/.  to  8s.  6d.  according  to 
quality,  all  for  speculative  account.  Two  ca^es  Yerli  at 
8s.  6*7.  and  1  case  Karahissar  at  8s.  3d.  for  exportation.  The 
arrivals  since  June  18  last  amount  to  3  225  eases  against 
2,152  at  fame  period  last  year,  and  in  Constantinople  up  to 
January  22,  1.757  against  1,406  in  1897.  The  stock  in 
(Smyrna  is  now  2,860  cases  (not  calculating  what  is  held  on 
speculation),  and  in  Constantinople  815  cases.  In  the  latter 
market,  sales  for  the  week  amount  to  26  cases,  mostly  Kara- 
hissar, at  the  parity  of  8s.  6d.  per  lb.,  and  closing  without 
sellers. 
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ORRIS. — A  steady  market,  with  a  few  sales.  Extra  picked 
Florentine  root  is  offered  at  39s.  to  40s.  per  cwt.  c  i.f.  terms  : 
small  picked  at  37s.  to  38s.,  and  sorts  at  35s.  per  cwt. 

Quicksilver  is  firmly  held  ;  prices  in  second  hand  show 
a  hardening  tendency,  though  there  is  no  alteration  to 
leportatthe  moment. 

Quinine  is  neglected  so  far  as  speculative  business  is 
■concerned,  and  the  nominal  quotation  may  be  put  down  at 
Is.  0^.  per  oz.  for  good  German  brands,  though  it  might  be 
possible  to  buy  2,000  or  3,000  oz.  at  Is.  Q\d.  in  second  hand. 
Howards'  brand  is  quoted  at  Is.  4f/.  per  oz.  for  100-oz.  lots  in 
bulk,  and  Whiffen's  at  Is.  2d.  per  oz. 

Rhubarb. — A  small  volume  of  business  has  been  done 
privately  since  the  drug-sales  at  firm  but  unchanged  prices. 
It  is  claimed  that  the  present  rates  are  unremunerative  to 
importers,  and  that  the  absence  of  stock  in  Shanghai  is  a 
set-off  to  the  comparatively  high  stocks  in  London.  Our 
stocks  on  January  3L  comprised  at  least  909  chests,  as  com- 
pared with  389  on  January  31,  1897,  but  at  the  correspond- 
ing periods  of  the  four  preceding  years  the  stocks  were,  in 
1896,  877  chests ;  in  1895,972;  in  1894,856;  and  in  1£93. 
977  cases.    We  note  the  arrival  in  Hamburg  of  22  chests. 

Rose-leaves. — French  leaves  may  be  had  at  Is.  8d.  per 
lb. 

Saffron. — The  Valencia  market  has  firmed  considerably. 
•Up  to  the  end  of  last  week  business  was  accepted  at  36s. 
per  lb.  for  the  best  quality,  but  the  exporters  have  since  re- 
fused orders  at  less  than  36s.  6d.  c.i.f.  Alicante  is  obtainable 
•at  23s.  per  lb.  c.i.f. 

Senega. — Although  only  a  small  crop  was  gathered  last 
■year,  the  demand  has  not  been  sufficient  to  prevent  a 
■decline.  Good  Western  root  is  now  quoted  at  Is.  per  lb., 
c.i.f. 

Senna. — A  fair  amount  of  business  has  been  done  this 
week  in  Tinnevelly  for  export,  at  slightly  dearer  rates  than 
those  paid  at  auction. 

Shellac. — The  tone  of  the  market  since  our  last  report 
'has  been  quiet,  and  prices  show  no  material  alteration.  On 
the  spot  there  has  been  a  fair  demand  for  fine  cakey  second 
■orange,  but  the  transactions  are  only  small,  as  there  is  little 
•offering.  For  arrival,  fine  second  orange  AA,  in  circle,  has 
'been  sold  at  75s.  per  cwt.  for  February-April  shipment,  and 
TN  orange  at  65s.,  c  i.f .  Few  sales  have  occurred  in  the 
speculative  market. 

Spermaceti. — A  good  business  has  la(  ely  been  done  at  lower 
prices — viz  ,  Is.  2\d.  to  Is.  3d  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  American. 

Spices. — The  attention  of  speculators  has  been  attracted 
'to  the  position  of  Cochin  ginger,  the  price  being  low  and 
the  crop  under  the  average.  A  good  business  has  been  done 
privately  at  advancing  rates.  At  the  public  sales  on 
Wednesday  superior  bold  cut  sold  at  100s.  per  cwt.,  good 
aright  at  90s.  to  91s.,  fine  medium  at  70s.  to  72s.,  fine  small 
at  45s.  to  47s.,  ordinary  to  fair  small  native  cut  at  29s.  6d. 
to  35s.,  fair  washed  rough  at  23s,  rather  bold  at  25s.,  good 
brown  Calicut  at  26s.  6d ,  and  cuttings  at  15s.  per  cwt. 
About  half  the  quantity  offered  was  sold.  All  the  Jamaican 
was  bought  in.  About  1,(  00  bags  Japan  have  changed 
hands  privately,  at  prices  rising  from  13s.  to  15s.  3d.  per 
cwt  for  ordinary  rough  limed,  and  from  14s.  6d.  to  16s.  for 
smooth  plump.  No  business  for  arrival  has  yet  been 
effected.  Zanzibar  Chillies  are  dearer,  40s.  having  been 
paid  for  fair  quality.  At  auction  42  packages  fine  Japan 
sold  at  48'.  to  50s.  per  cwt.,  being  dearer  after  the  recent 
drop  caused  by  sales  without  reserve.  We  review,  in  an  article 
on  p.  290,  chillies  and  capsicums  from  both  a  botanical  and  a 
commercial  aspect.  Pimento  sold  at  rather  lower  prices,  300 
bags  fair  realising  at  auction  4frf.  per  lb.,  with  a  few  cutting 
in  lots  at4Jd.  Cassia  lignea  has  been  sold  at  50s.  per  cwt., 
and  the  tendency  is  towards  higher  prices,  as  we  recently 
pointed  out.  Cassia-buds  partly  sold  at  105s.  per  cwt. 
Cassia  vera  was  bought  in  at  35s.  per  cwt.  Zanzibar  cloves 
have  steadily  advanced  in  price,  being  \d.  per  lb  dearer  on 
the  week  ;  fair,  on  the  spot,  4~<Z.  per  lb. ;  April-June  de- 
livery, 4^^. ;  and  June- August,  4^//.  per  lb.  A  few  cases 
of  fine  picked  Penang  sold  at  Is.  per  lb.  Nutmegs  and  Mace 
quiet,  but  steady.  Pepper  firm,  and  about -—rf.  per  lb.  dearer 
on  balance  since  our  last  report.     A  few  bags  of  good 


Singapore  white  sold  at  auction  at  l\d.  per  lb. ;  and  good 
coriander  rind  at  8^.  per  lb.  To  arrive  black  Singapore  has 
sold  at  H^d.  per  lb.  for  January-March  steamer ;  white 
Singapore  at  l~,,d.  per  lb.  for  February-April ;  Penang  white 
at  Qj^d.  per  lb.  for  April-June  shipment. 

Squill  — Fine  white  quality  is  held  for  Hd.  per  lb.  on  the 
spot,  though  there  has  been  no  business  done.  The  stock  in 
first  hands  is  limited. 

Sugar  of  Lead. — The  present  quotation  for  best  German 
is  24s.  6d.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot. 

Wax  (Bees'). — A  fair  business  has  been  done  in  fine 
yellow  Madagascar  wax  at  6/.  10s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot. 
Jamaica,  however,  is  comparatively  cheaper  than  Mada- 
gascar. 

Wax,  Japan. — A  large  business  has  been  done  this  week 
for  the  Continent  at  34s.  Gd.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot,  but  holders 
refuse  to  go  on  at  these  figures,  and  36s.  is  asked  for  good 
pale  squares. 


The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent  writing  on  February  9  reports 
that  in  Castor-oil  there  is  a  much  better  tone,  although  spot 
prices  are  not  quotably  higher.  Good  seconds  Calcutta  and 
first  pressure  French  are  still  held  for  3[]  d.  per  lb. ;  while 
for  seconds  pressure  French  3|tf.  is  asked.  No  Madras  or 
Bombay  offer  at  the  moment.  Kola  nuts  are  lower,  and  sales 
are  being  recorded  for  dry  at  2d.  to  ?hl.  from  the  quay,  with 
fair  supplies  in  the  hands  of  importers.  The  steady  upward 
movement  in  Honey  continues,  and  sales  have  been  made  as 
follows  :— Pile  1,  Chilian  26s.  to  27s.  Id.  per  cwt.,  No.  2  at 
25s.  and  pile  3  at  24s.  Stocks  of  all  grades  are  rapidly  diminish- 
ing. Some  Peruvian  is  offered  at  prices  a  shade  less  than  those 
named  for  Chilian.  New  Ch illies  from  Sierra  Leone  continue 
to  arrive,  and  are  being  disposed  of  on  the  quay  at  prices  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  35s.  for  fine  bright.  African  Ginger  is 
steady  notwithstanding  the  arrival  of  the  new  crop  at  an 
early  date,  and  holders  talk  of  17s.  to  18s.  cwt.  for  good 
dry  root.  There  is  a  scarcity  of  good  qualities  in  Soudan 
descriptions  of  Gum  Arabic,  and  the  small  supply  is  held 
for  advanced  prices.  Medium  qualities  are  rather  dull, 
with  more  variety  offering,  especially  of  Brazilian,  but  only 
a  limited  inquiry.  The  stock  of  large  Jaborandi  leaves  is 
practically  exhausted,  only  the  small  haf  offering  at  present; 
sales  have  recently  been  made  at  2d.  to  2hd.  per  lb. 
Chilian  spermaceti  is  held  for  Is.  2\d.  to  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 
The  market  for  Olive  oil  is  in  scanty  supply,  and  business 
is  restricted  at  high  rates.  Canary  seed  is  more  firmly 
held,  and  some  fair  quality  has  realised  26s.  6d.  per  qr.  in 
100  bag  lots.  Beeswax  is  rising  in  value,  sales  of  Chilian 
taking  place  at  6/.  10s.  to  11.  as  in  quality,  these  prices 
marking  an  advance  of  about  2s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  the  past 
week. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 
A  rather  quieter  tone  pervades  the  heavy-chemical  market 
and  the  volume  of  business  passing  is  scarcely  up  to  what  it 
should  be  for  the  time  of  the  year.  There  is  little  change 
to  be  noted  as  regards  prices  of  the  various  products;  for 
the  most  part  they  remain  firm.  Brown  acetate  of  lime  is, 
however,  an  exception,  figures  for  March  delivery  being 
about  10s.  per  ton  lower.  Bleaching -powder  is  in  fairly 
active  request  for  both  home  and  export.  Caustic  soda  is 
firmer  for  early  delivery.  South  Durham  salt  is  in  better- 
demand  for  export,  whilst  home  demand  is  also  commencing 
to  be  felt.  Price  is  steady,  at  9s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Tees. 
Recovered  sulphur  steadily  maintains  a  firm  position,  and  is 
quoted  4/.  17s.  6d.  to  51.  per  ton.  Alum  and  Sulphate  of 
alumina  are  also  moving  better,  but  prices  still  keep  very 
low.  Sulphate  of  ammonia  is  quiet :  BecktoD,  terms  prompt, 
10/.  2s.  6d. ;  Hull,  London,  Liverpool,  and  Leith  are 
all  about  same  figure.  Exports  from  Leith  last 
week  amounted  to  725  tons.  Sulphate  of  copper  is 
weaker  in  tone,  mainly  owing  to  forced  sales,  and  is  quoted 
16/.  5s.  ;  Anchor  is  17/.  ;  and  Liverpool  stands  16/.  10s  , 
April  delivery,  16/.  15s.  Saltcalte  is  in  better  request  at 
about  18s.  per  ton,  free  on  rail.  Chlorate  weak  :  London, 
3\d.  ;  Liverpool,  3^Z.  per  lb.  Nitrate  of  soda  a  trifle  lower  ; 
ordinary,  7s.  S\d. ;  refined,  7s.  3\d.    Prussiates  firm.  Hypo- 
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sulphite  of  soda  steady  ;  51.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Tyne,  in  ordinary 
casks,  with  usual  extras  for  smaller  packages.  White 
powdered  arsenic  tends  easier.  Soda  crystals  are  still  scarce. 
Aniline  oil  and  salts  low. 

The  Hamburg  Drug-market. 

Our  Hamburg  correspondent  writes  on  February  8  that 
business  is  still  very  quiet,  and  there  are  not  many  changes 
in  prices  to  report.    Balsam  Tola,  is  quiet,  at  320m.  par 
100  kilos.    Citric  acid  is  a  little   firmer,  at  230m.  per 
100  kilos.    Tartaric  acid  steady,  at  225m.  to  235m.  per 
100  kilos.  Refined  campTwr  is  dull,  with  second-hand  sellers 
at  242Jm.  to  240m.  per  1C0  kilos.    Cevadilla-seed  is  a  little 
more  in  demand,  and  cheap  lots  seem  to  have  gone  up;  spot 
holders  now  ask  75m.  to  80m.  per  100  kilos,  to-day.  Ergot 
of  rye  shows  very  little  business  ;  to-day's  quotation  is  160m. 
per  100  kilos.    Nothing  of  the  new  crop  is  yet  to  hand. 
Maltese  cumin-seed  is  offered  at  37-J-m.  to  37m.  spot  ;  forward 
delivery  at  36m.  per  100  kilos.    Honey  of  all  kinds  is  firm, 
with  a  good  demand.    Lyeopodium  unchanged,  at  240m.  per 
100    kilos.      Quillaia    bark    for     forward    delivery  is 
firmer,  at  32Jm.  per  100  kilos.    Star-anise  is  also  firm 
and  scarce ;  spot  delivery  is  quoted  230m.  per  100  kilos. 
Japan  wax  is  firm  at  68m.  per  100  kilos.    Castor  oil  is 
quiet :  first  pressing  offers  at  58m.  for  prompt  shipment : 
March-May  delivery,  55|m.  per  100  kilos.    Oils  Essential; 
Russian  anise  is  quiet  at  14Jm.  per  kilo.    Star-anise  :  15|m. 
per  kilo.    Clove  :  5fm.  per  kilo.    Caraway-seed  firm,  at  8m. 
to   8.10m.   per    kilo.     HGH  2H'PPerm,nt>   5£m.   per  lb.; 
Japanese,  6|m.  per  kilo.    Cajuput  quiet,  at  95m.  per  case. 
Spirit    of  turpentine  is  firm  on  the  spot,  at  51^m.  per 
100  kilos. 


Cmcbomi  liar  I 


THE  London  market  has  been  quite  dull  this  week.  It 
will  be  seen  from  the  Board  of  Trade  Eeturns  mentioned 
elsewhere  that  the  imports  of  Peruvian  bark  in  January 
amounted  to  3  039  cwt.  as  compared  with  1,837  cwt.  in 
January  1897,  but  645  cwt.  below  the  same  .month  in  1836. 
The  following  are  the  statistics  for  all  kinds  of  cinchona 
bark  in  London  during  the  past  two  years  : 


Landed 


Delivered 


Month 


1897      1896      1897  1896 


February 
March 
April  ... 
May  ... 
June  ... 
July 

August. . . 

September 

October 

November 

December 


January 


883 
677 
1,289 
1,347 
1,530 
1,405 
930 
1,336 
1,272 
1,049 
1,078 

1898 
2,301 


2,057 
1,897 
2,549 
2,749 
1,428 
1,437  < 
1,423  I 
1,086 
1,063 
1,909 
571 


831 
1,319 
1,119 
1,704 

285 
2,863 

883 
1,781 
1,816 
3,162 
1,900 


1,437 
2,879 
2,184 
2,852 
3,074 
1,855 
1,052 
932 
2,881 
1,500 
1,837 


21,612 
20,970 
21,142 
20,785 
22,030 
20,572 
20,619 
20,174 
19,630 
17,517 
16,695 


27,126 
26,144 
26,507 
26,404 
24,758 
24,340 
24,711 
24,865 
23,047 
23,456 
22,190 


1897  1898 
794  179 


1897  !  1898  I  1897 
1,424   18,817  21,560 


Total,  12  months  ;  15,097  1 18,963   17,842  23,907 


These  figures  refer  to  packages. 


Our  Amsterdam  correspondent  writes  on  February  3  that 
the  tone  of  the  market  is  quiet.  The  following  quantities  of 
bark  have  been  declared  for  the  auctions  on  February  24,  viz., 
6,001  bales  of  manufacturing  bark  and  297  bales  and  249 
cases  of  druggists'  bark,  total  6,547  packages.  The  stock  in 
first  hand  in  Amsterdam  on  January  3L  last  consisted  of 
2,322  packages  of  Government  and  10,719  packages  of 
private-grown  bark,  including  tha  quantity  to  be  offerer! 
at  auction. 


On  the  next  page  we  give  an  interesting  diagram  by 
Messrs.  Pix  and  Davids,  of  Amsterdam,  of  the  movements  in> 
manufacturers'  bark  at  the  Amsterdam  sales  during  the  past 
seven  years.  The  zigzag  line  represents  the  fluctuation  in  the 
average  unit  prices  expressed  on  the  left-hand  side  in  cents. 
(5c.  =  ld.)per  |  kilo.  It  also  shows  the  quantity  in  kilos,  of 
quinine  sulphate  (zwavel.  kinin.)  in  the  bark  sold,  the  sul- 
phate being  taken  as  of  Dutch  Pharmacopoeia  quality. 
The  bottom  line  of  figures  shows  the  average  percentage  of 
this  sulphate  in  the  bark,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  bark  has  been  steadily  improving  in  quality.  Mr.  Vaib 
Overzee  has  worked  out  some  interesting  figures  on  this- 
point,  from  which  we  quote  the  following  statemedt  of  the- 
kilos,  of  bark  of  the  respective  percentages  : — 


Per  cent. 

1891 

1893 

1895 

1897 

1-  2 

366,302 

167,754 

44,960 

53,520 

2-  3 

708,601 

764,057 

373,362 

321,191 

3-  5 

977,695 

1,180,913 

1,067,796 

402,706 

4-  5 

731,203 

1,151,774 

1,632,325 

1,047,347 

5-  6 

455,380 

822,346 

1,445,213 

1,360,149 

6-  7 

202,185 

485,755 

812,304 

1,190,639' 

7-  8 

103,127 

226,901 

266,753 

656,836. 

8-  9 

36,041 

70,833 

43,680 

163,450 

9-10 

6,080 

20,780 

67,075 

57,785 

The  amount  of  bark  has  increased  from  2  073,389  kilos, 
containing  77,060  kilos,  quinine  sulphate  in  1889  to  4,977,182: 
kilos,  containing  263,421  kilos,  of  quinine  sulphate  in  1896^ 
(last  year  the  figures  were  less— viz.,  4,849,739  and  264,000 
kilos.).  There  was  a  good  demand  last  year  for  Succirubra 
bark  on  the  part  of  manufacturers  who  wanted  it  for 
cinchonidine ;  prices  went  up,  and  broken  quill  was  dearer 
than  bold  unbroken. 


A  sale  of  cinchona-seeds  was  held  at  Bandoeng,  Java,  on- 
December  30,  when  the  Government  offered  5  parcels 
(50  grammes  each)  of  succirubra-seed,  and  5  parcels  (2& 
rammes  each)  of  original  Ledgeriana-seed.  These  realised 
13s.  <\d.  per  parcel.  Six  parcels  of  Ledgeriana-seed  from  the 
Tirtasari  plantation  sold  at  21/.  13s.  t\d.  each,  and  ten  hybrid) 
seedlings  fetched  11  florins.  The  Tirtasari  seed  was  of  the 
high  quinine-yielding  trees. 

*  *  *  * 

Another  Java  cinchona-planter,  Mr.  J.  Smit  Sibinga,  of 
Langenardjo,  has  issued  a  "  manifesto "  to  the  cinchona- 
planters  generally,  in  which  he  points  out  the  necessity  of 
supporting  the  Bandoeng  quinine-works,  by  giving  to  that 
factory  at  least  15  per  cent,  of  their  yearly  bark-output  to- 
manufacture.  The  rest  may  be  sent  to  Europe  for  sale,  but 
the  15  per  cent,  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  kind  of  insurance- 
premium  in  order  to  ensure  a  fair  unit-price,  and  reasonable- 
profit  upon  the  remaining  85  per  cent.  The  existence  of  the 
Bandoeng  works  will  then  be  assured  ;  its  yearly  output  will 
be  about  35,000  kilos,  quinine  sulphate,  and  at  any  time 
when  the  European  makers  are  trying  to  put  on  the- 
screw,  or  the  unit  threatens  to  sink  under  a  fair  level,, 
the  Java  people  can  send  more  of  their  bark  to  Bandoeng., 
and  thus  force  the  European  makers  to  pay  higher 
prices.  Mr.  Sibinga  ridicules  the  idea  that  any  benefit  can. 
result  from  co-operation  between  the  planters  and  the- 
brokers  in  Amsterdam.  Cinchona  bark  is  an  article  for 
which  there  are  only  eight  or  nine  possible  buyers,  and  which, 
can  therefore  be  more  easily  manipulated  by  such  a  ring  as- 
now  exis  s  than  any  other.  Mr.  Sibinga  does  not  believe 
that  the  threatened  establishment  of  a  quinine  factory  ir> 
Java  by  the  European  quinine  makers  will  ever  be  realised 
and  says  that  they  are  so  eager  to  control  the  Java  output- 
that  in  1894  they  proposed  to  contract  for  the  whole  bar,, 
supply  of  the  island  for  five  years  ahead  at  a  unit  of  5c.  per 
half  kilo. 


Not  the  Pleasantest  Way  op  Putting  It. — 
Invalid  :  "  Oh,  doctor,  I  am  afraid  I'm  pretty  well  at  death's- 
door  1 "  Doctor  :  "  Don't  you  worry,  my  dear  sir ;  we'll  puli 
you  through." — Punch. 
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Clonics  unto  Capsk  ims. 


THE  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Holmes,  at  the  December  evening 
meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  having  called 
attention  to  the  varieties  of  chillies  and  capsicums,  it  will  be 
useful  to  review  those  articles,  especially  as  chillies  are  on 
the  move  upwards.    The  genus  Capsicum  has  a  wide  distribu- 
tion, and  comprises  about  fifty  species  of  annual  or  biennial 
plants,  often  having  woody  or  bushy  stems,  and  bearing 
membranous  pods  of  very  variable  form,  size,  and  colour,  and 
usually  containing  many  seeds,  which  are  discoid,  smooth,  or 
subscabrous.    The  question  as  to  the  botanical  identity  of 
commercial  capsicums  and  chillies  is  a  difficult  one,  as  various 
species  and  varieties  are  cultivated  to  a  greater  or  less  extent 
throughout  the  warmer  countries  of  the  world.    The  fruits 
of  individual  species  vary  so  much  in  form,  size,  and  colour 
that  in  the  absence  of  proper  herbarium  material  it  is 
impossible  to  definitely  determine  the  plants  yielding  them. 
Considerable  doubt  exists  as  to  the  native  habitats  of  some 
of  the  species  which  are  found  in  a  wild  state,  probably  as 
escapes  from  cultivation,  but  most  authorities  on  the  subject 
agree  that  the  majority  of  them  are  of   South  American 
origin.  According  to  Fliickiger  and  Hanbury  in  "  Pharmaco- 
graphia,"  page  453, "  Capsicum  longum  [  C.  annuum]  was  grown 
in  England  by  Gerarde  (1697  et  antca),  who  speaks  of  the  pods 
as  sold  in  the  shops  at  Billingsgate  by  the  name  of  Ginnie 
Pepper."     At  a  considerably  later  period  Pomet,  in  "  A 
Compleat  History  of  Drugs,"  1725,  page  124,  under  Guinea 
Pepper,  states  that  "  Guinea  Pepper,  which  the  Americans 
call  Mexico  Pepper,  Tobago,  Brazil,  Spanish,  long  red  pepper 
of  Chillie-Axi,  and  we  French  Pepper,  Pimento  or  American 
Pepper,  is  a  red  pepper  whereof  there  are  three  sorts — viz.,  the 
first  that  we  sell,  which  comes  in  pods  of  the  thickness  and 
length  of  one's  thumb.    The  second  is  much  smaller,  and 
comes  almost  in  shape  of  a  mineral,  and  as  it  were  embossed. 
The  third  is  much  less,  and  almost  entirely  round.    All  the 
three  sorts  of  pepper  as  they  hang  on  the  plant  are  green  in 
the  beginning,  yellow  when  half  ripe,  and  red  at  last.  Of  the 
three  sorts  we  sell  only  the  first,  in  that  the  others  are  too 
acrid,  that  the  natives  can't  make  use  of  them  as  being  too 
hot  for  the  mouth.    The  Guinea  pepper  which  we  sell  comes 
from  Languedoc,  especially  in  the  village  about  Nimes,  where 
they  improve  it  very  much.    And  this  plant  is  at  present  so 
very  common  that  we  have  little  or  none  from  the  gardens, 
but  the  fields  altogether  supply  the  shops." 

Taking  the  commercial  forms  as  met  with  at  the  present 
day  according  to  their  size,  the  Natal  capsicum  is  the 
largest,  and  is  known  as  "  Pod  Pepper,"  the  illustration  of 
which  (fig.  1)  is  of  an  average  commercial  specimen.  The 


Fig.  1. 

fruits  are  generally  two  but  occasionally  three  celled,  and 
contain  many  seeds,  which  are  distinctly  larger  than  those 
of  the  chillies  referred  to  below.  This  fruit  is  stated  to  be 
derived  from  Capsicmn  annuum,  an  herbaceous  plant, 
usually  annual,  having  erect  or  pendulous  fruits  described  as 
varying  in  size,  form,  and  colour.  For  comparison  a  drawing 
from  a  verified  herbarium  specimen  is  given  (fig.  2)  :  this  is 
of  medium  size,  but  considering  the  known  variation  of  the 
species,  it  leaves  little  doubt  that  the  Natal  fruits  are 


derived  from  this  species.  Bombay  capsicums  vary  in 
colour  from  yellow  to  red,  and  are  much  smaller  than  the 
preceding ;  the  calyx  is  more  distinctly  toothed  in  the  com- 
mercial form,  but  the  seeds  are  of  the  same  size  as  in  the 


Fig.  2. 


Natal  variety.  Judging  from  the  fruits  and  p:eds  alone  this 
is  probably  produced  by  a  variety  of  C.  annuum.  Fig.  3 
is  from  a  commercial  specimen. 

Of  the  smaller  fruits  or  chillies  the  Japanese  one  is  the 
larger,  and  in  its  commercial  form  the  brightest  and  most 


Fig.  3.  Fig.  4.  Fig.  7.  Fig.  8. 


translucent  of  any  that  enter  the  market.  Of  the  samples  of 
this  variety  which  we  have  had  the  opportunity  of  examining 
only  one  fruit  could  be  found  with  the  calyx  remaining.  This 
fruit  is  shown  in  fig.  4,  and  it  illustrates  the  care 
exercised  by  the  Japanese  in  preparing  this  product  for  com- 
merce. The  fact  that  these  chillies  are  less  pungent  than  the 
Sierra  Leone  and  Zanzibar  may  possibly  be  due  to  the  mode 
of  drying  and  treatment  before  they  :are  shipped,  but  so  far 
details  of  the  process  are  wanting.  According  to  Mr. 
Holmes  these  fruits  are  produced  by  Capsicum  minimum. 
This  species,  which  equals  C.fastigiatum,  is  figured  in  Bentley 
and  Trimen's  "  Medicinal  Plants,"  plate  118,  where  we  find 
C.  frutescens  (in  part)  considered  as  a  synonym.  C.  frutescens 
at  the  present  time  is  kept  up  as  a  true  species,  and  as  some 
botanists  consider  C.  fastigiatum  as  only  a  variety  of  it,  two 
figures,  one  representing  the  fruits  erect  (fig.  5)  and  the 
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other  with  pendulous  fruits  (fig.  6),  are  reproduced  here. 
The  plant  is  an  annual  of  shrubby  habit,  and  is  known  as  the 
spur  pepper  or  shrubby  capsicum,  various  forms  of  which 
are  cultivated  in  the  regions  from  whence  we  derive  chillies, 


Fig.  5. 


and  they  produce  fruits  varying  in  size,  form,  and  colour 
It  is  a  native  of  India,  and  has  been  in  cultivation  as  a 
garden-plant  in  England  since  1656.  Upon  comparing  the 
Japanese  chillies  with  herbarium  specimens  of  G.  frutescens, 
they  agree  so  closely  that  in  the  absence  of  further  material 
it  is  fairly  safe  to  suggest  that  these  chillies  are  produced  by 
a  variety  of  the  above-named  plant.  The  seeds  of  the  com- 
mercial form  are  somewhat  brighter  in  colour  and  of  smaller 
size  than  in  the  case  of  the  Sierra  Leone  and  Zanzibar  forms. 
Sierra  Leone  chillies  are  smaller  in  size  than  the  Japanese, 
and  though  not  of  so  striking  an  appearance  as  the  latter 
they  are  generally  more  carefully  picked  than  those  from 
Zanzibar.  The  Zanzibar  fruit  is  a  shade  smaller  than  the 
Sierra  Leone  variety,  which  it  so  nearly  resembles  in  colour 
and  general  appearance  as  to  leave  little  doubt  that  they  are 
both  produced  by  varieties  of  the  same  plant,  and  this 
probably  Capsicum  frutescens,  but  the  question  cannot  be 
satisfactorily  settled  in  the  absence  of  specimens  of  the 
flowers  and  foliage.  Fig.  7  represents  an  average  fruit 
selected  from  a  commercial  sample  of  Sierra  Leone  chillies, 
and  fig.  8  from  a  Zanzibar  sample. 

Turning  to  the  commercial  side  of  the  matter,  we  may 
say  that  the  trade  in  chillies  and  capsicums  is  com- 
paratively unimportant,  probably  because  a  little  of 
them  goes  a  long  way.  Inhabitants  of  very  warm  countries 
are  notoriously  more  addicted  to  the  use  of  hot 
peppers  than  are  those  living  in  a  temperate  climate,  such  as 
England.  Although  considerable  quantities  of  chillies  and 
capsicums  are  produced  in  the  West  Indies  and  in  South 
America,  it  is  very  seldom  that  any  of  them  are  sent  over 


here  in  the  way  of  business ;  presumably,  they  are  all  con- 
sumed locally.  The  total  import  of  chillies  and  capsicums 
into  London  in  1897,  from  all  parts,  consisted  of  only  2,273 
packages,  an  insignificant  quantity.  The  deliveries  for  the 
same  period  amounted  to  2,996  packages,  but  this  still  left 
a  stock  of  4,839  packages.  As  both  our  imports  and 
deliveries  have  decreased  of  late  years,  it  may  be  presumed 
that  more  business  is  done  direct  with  the  United  States 
than  formerly.  The  only  times  of  excitement  in  the  market 
are  when  the  United  States  is  buying,  and  then  usually  a 
rapid  rise  in  price  takes  place,  to  be  followed  by  a  flat  and 
declining  market  when  the  orders  are  filled.  As  this  export 
business  is  generally  for  large  parcels  at  a  time,  it  stands  to 
reason  that  the  home  trade  must  be  very  small. 

The  principal  supply  of  chillies  comes  from  Zanzibar. 
The  fruit  is  valued  in  proportion  to  its  brightness,  boldness, 
and  freedom  from  stalk.  Zanzibar  chillies  arc  generally 
dullish  red  and  more  or  less  stalky,  only  a  few  bales  of  the 
very  finest  quality  produced  being  sent  here.  The  present 
wholesale  price  of  good  red  pods  is  40s.  per  cwt.  Sierra 
Leone  chillies  are  esteemed  on  account  of  their  strength. 
The  chief  market  for  this  variety  is  Liverpool,  because 
that  city  is  in  direct  communication  with  the  "West 
Coast  of  Africa.  The  present  value  of  good  quality  is 
about  38s.  per  cwt.  Japanese  chillies  are  much  in  favour, 
owing  to  their  very  bright  crimson  colour  and  because  they 
are  so  well  "  picked  " — that  is  to  say,  all  the  stalks  are  tak  en 
off,  and  any  weathered  fruit  abstracted  before  packing  for 
shipment.  It  is  well  known  in  commercial  circles  that 
Japan  chillies  are  deficient  in  strength  ;  they  are  bought  for 
"appearance"  sake  only,  but  here,  as  in  all  things,  good 
looks  go  for  more  than  intrinsic  merit,  for  Japanese  chillies 
are  the  dearest  of  any.  They  fetch  to-day  50s.  per  cwt.  in 
MinciDg  Lane. 

To  sell  well  capsicums  should  be  free  from  stalk,  but  to 
judge  from  the  quantity  which  comes  over  here  "  on  stalk," 
there  must  be  some  difficulty  in  getting  the  picking  done 
abroad.    Natal  capsicums  are  the  finest.    They  are  of  a  dark 


Fig.  6. 


crimson  colour,  large,  and  transparent,  and  always  well- 
picked.  The  price  varies,  according  to  competition,  from 
65s.  to  95s.  per  cwt.  This  is  the  fruit  from  which  the  finest 
red  cayenne  pepper  is  made.  Bombay  and  other  East 
Indian  capsicums  are  worth  from  22s.  to  25s.  for  good  red 
quality.  There  are  several  varieties  of  them,  such  as 
"  cherries  "  and  long-pods,  and  they  are  valued  according  to 
the  powder  produced  when  ground.  Nepaul  capsicums,  from 
which  the  famous  Nepaul  cayenne  is  made,  are  yellow  in 
colour,  but  they  are  very  seldom  seen  in  England.  Japan 
capsicums  are  pretty,  and  realise  about  35s.  per  cwt. 
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THE  MONTH'S  TRADE. 

The  Board  of  Trade  returns  for  January  show  that  thea 
year  lias  not  opened  very  auspiciously.  The  imports  show  ^ 
slight,  increase  of  140,823/.,  the  chief  items  being  a  gain  o 
over  2,000,000/.  on  articles  of  food  and  a  decline  of  over 
3,000,000/.  in  raw  materials.  The  exports  have  fallen  in 
value  (comparing  last  month  with  January  1897)  from 
19,786,236/.  to  19;231,404/.,  a  decrease  of  554,832/.,  the  item 
of  machinery  being  responsible  for  a  loss  of  406,000/. 
The  imports  of  quicksilver  have  increased  by  429,435  lbs. 
(39,765/.),  chemical  manufactures  and  products  by  42,611/., 
and  olive  oil,  petroleum,  and  turpentine  show  an  increase, 
while  cocoanut  and  palm  oil  have  decreased.  Pepper  shows 
a  large  increase,  68,698  lbs.  against  27,640  lbs-  in  January 
1897 ;  cinnamon  and  ginger  have  declined.  The  figures 
relating  to  borax,  which  were  formerly  included  with 
"  chemical  manufactures  and  products,  unenumerated,"  are 
now  quoted  separately  :  they  show  a  decline  of  2,756  cwt. 
for  the  month.  Chemical  manufactures  and  products  show  a 
gain  of  45,233/. ;  on  the  other  hand  the  value  of  unenumerated 
drugs  declined  24,406/.  In  exports,  drugs  and  medicinal 
preparations  show  an  increase  of  4,714/.,  alkali  3,956/., 
quicksilver  4,774/.,  pepper  4,806/.  Sulphate  of  copper, 
however,  shows  a  decline  of  17,349/. 

DAILY  CONSULAR  REPORTS. 

The  U.S.A.  Bureau  of  Foreign  Commerce  has  from  January 
1  issued  reports  of  Consular  and  diplomatic  officers  on  com- 
mercial matters  in  the  form  of  advance-sheets  daily,  with  the 
object  of  facilitating  publication  by  the  newspaper  press. 
These  sheets  will  afterwards  be  issued,  as  at  present,  in 
monthly  parts.  The  new  venture  is  not  to  cost  much  (300/. 
a  year),  and  the  Bureau  seems  to  be  proud  of  the  fact  that 
it  will  print  reports  as  soon  as  they  are  received,  and  issue 
them  without  delay  for  the  benefit  of  American  commerce. 
The  Colonial  and  Foreign  Offices  of  our  own  country  might 
take  a  lesson  from  this  by  hastening  the  printing  of  the 
reports  which  they  receive. 

GERMAN  SHIPPING-TRADE. 

A  report  on  the  maritime  interests  of  the  German  Empire 
has  just  been  published  by  the  British  Foreign  Office,  and  is 
obtainable  from  the  Queen's  printers  for  2d.  (No.  443). 
There  is  little  in  it  of  direct  interest  to  the  drug-trade.  If 
it  shows  anything  it  is  the  rising  German  importation  of  raw 
materials,  the  increasing  exportation  of  manufactured  articles, 
and  the  every  day  increasing  independence  of  the  German 
Empire  for  the  supply  of  the  one  and  the  sale  of  the  other. 
A  large  increase  in  the  exportation  of  chemicals,  pharmaceu- 
tical preparations,  and  glass  is  observed,  but  fats,  oils  and 
mineral  oils  have  declined  during  the  past  twenty-six  years. 

SULPHUR  IN  1897. 

The  production  of  sulphur  in  the  United  States  in  1897 
was  1,690  long  tons,  against  3,800  long  tons  in  1896,  but  the 
actual  production  in  the  latter  year  was  much  less.  Of  the 
1897  output  about  1,000  tons  was  mined  in  Utah  ;  and  the 
rest  by  the  Frasch  process,  from  the  deposits  in  Calcasieu, 
La.  These  were  worked  only  during  the  first  half  of  the 
year,  when  work  stopped  because  it  was  unprofitable.  Several 
new  deposits  of  sulphur  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States 
were  reported  in  1897,  but  none  of  them  became  productive. 
The  foregoing  figures  are  modest  compared  with  the  Sicilian 
output  during  the  same  period — viz, ,411,691  tuns  (13  Sicilian 
Ccntars).  In  1896  the  exports  were  400,082  tons,  which  was 
44  000  tons  in  advance  of  1895,  and  65,000  tons  above  1894. 
The  United  States  and  Canada  buy  more  than  a  fourth  of 
the  output,  as  the  following  figures  relating  to  the  half- 
dozen  best  buyers  show  :— 

United  States  and  Canada  ...  119,712  tons. 

France   ...          ...          ...  ...  81,634  „ 

Italy    ...  71,490  „ 

Great  Britain      ...          ...  ...  24,943  „ 

Germany           ...         ...  ...  20,543  „ 

Russia  ...          ...         ...  ...  17,465  „ 

These  are  Messrs.  F.  Bailer  &  Co.'s  figures,  and  approximate 
closely  to  the  official  statistics.    The  stocks  of  sulphur  at 
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the  shipping-ports  on  December  31,  1897,  amounted  to 
230,287  tons. 

AMERICAN  HEAVY  CHEMICALS. 

The  following  are  statistics  in  regard  to  United  States 
output-  of  heavy  chemicals  :  — 

Borax. — The  Pacific  Coast  Borax  Company,  who  control  this 
industry,  produced  160,714  cwt.,  against  136,232  cwt.  in  1896.  It 
was  derived  entirely  from  Nevada  and  California. 

Bromine. — The  output  showed  a  decrease  from  550,285  lbs.  to 
487,149  lbs.  in  1897.  This  includes  bromides.  Ohio,  West 
Virginia,  and  Michigan  are  the  producing  States. 

Calcium  Carbide. — In  1896,'  when  the  manufacture  was  com- 
menced, 860  tons  were  produced,  and  in  1897  1,925  tons,  of  which 
the  greater  proportion  in  both  years  was  exported. 

Copper  Sulphate. — This  article  is  manufactured  on  a  large  scale 
in  the  U.S.,  the  figures  being  416,535  cwt.  The  bulk  of  it  was 
sent  to  Europe. 

Iron  Sulphate  is  produced  from  scale  and  waste  material  at 
several  of  the  wire  and  rolling  mills.  Statistics  are  not 
obtainable. 

Salt. — About  90  per  cent,  of  the  output  in  1897  was  obtained 
from  brine,  owing  to  a  decrease  in  the  production  of  rock-salt  in 
Kansas  :  36,141,255  cwt.  was  manufactured  (value  $  1,836,883), 
against  33,386,432  cwt.  (value  $1,696,030)  in  1896.  The  salt  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  soda-ash  is  included  in  the  foregoing 
figures.  The  exports  are  not  given.  Great  Britain  exports  to 
the  United  States  decreased  from  2,253,580  cwt.  (value  97,939/.)  in 
1896  to  1,853,640  cwt.  (value  94,315/.)  in  1897. 

Soda. — -The  output  of  soda-ash — 58  per  cent. — was  177,000 
metric  tons,  valued  at  §4,071,000,  against  158,975  metric  tons, 
valued  at  $3,656,425  in  1896.  This  industry  is  of  comparatively 
recent  growth,  but  is  developing  rapidly.  The  imports  of  alkali 
from  Great  Britain  in  1897  amounted  to  96,102  tons,  valued  (in 
G.B.)  at  $2,184,060. 

These  last  figures  in  respect  to  alkali  show  once  more  how 
rapidly  we  are  losing  this  customer  for  our  alkali. 

BRITISH  GUIANA  TRADE. 

Sir  A.  W.  L.  Hemming,  Governor  of  British  Guiana,  reports 
on  the  administration  of  the  colony  for  the  year  1896-97. 
The  report  (Col.  Off.,  No.  222,  l^d.)  shows  the  imports  to  have 
amounted  to  1,341,709/.,  the  bulk  of  which  was  food-stuffs. 
The  exports  amounted  to  1,899,457/.,  sugar  alone  accounting 
for  over  a  million  and  showing  an  increase  on  1895-96.  The 
imports  of  gum  balata  are  increasing  remarkably.  The  value  in 
1896-97  was  20,544/.  as  compared  with  8,922/.  the  year  before. 
A  fair  trade  in  isinglass  is  also  done  and  is  increasing.  The 
present  value  is  756/.  a  year.  Treating  of  social  matters,  the 
Governor  reports  that  there  are  five  public  hospitals  in  the 
colony — viz. ,  at  Georgetown,  New  Amsterdam,  Suddie,  Bartica, 
and  Morawhanna — which  treated  55,000  indoor  and  outdoor 
patients  during  the  year.  There  are  also  two  leper-asylums, 
at  Mahaica  and  Gorcbum,  with  a  constituency  of  363. 


Jtoto  ilenietues. 


Euphthalmine  is  the  hydrochloride  of  oxytoluylmethyl- 
vinyldiacetonalkamine,  and  is  suggested  as  a  substitute  for 
atropine  and  homatropine  in  ophthalmology.  Although  it 
closely  resembles  eucaine  B  in  composition  it  has  no  anass- 
thetic  properties,  but  dilates  the  pupil  of  the  eye. 

Pyroform  is  the  name  given  to  pyrogallol-bismuth  oxy- 
iodide,  a  dusting  powder  recommended  for  certain  skin 
troubles  in  which  pyrogallol  alone  has  been  used. 

Validol,  a  combination  of  menthol  and  valerianic  acid 
(containing  30  per  cent,  of  menthol),  which  was  introduced 
some  time  ago  by  Zimmer  &  Co.  as  a  stomachic,  stimulant, 
and  antihysteric  medicine,  has  been  well  tried  in  foreign 
clinics,  with  the  result  that  it  is  found  to  possess  these 
properties  in  a  marked  degree.  It  is  a  fluid  of  the  con- 
sistency of  glycerine,  and  is  given  in  doses  of  10  to  15  drops 
on  a  piece  of  sugar  for  flatulence  and  hysteria,  while  it  is 
used  with  success  for  painting  in  cases  of  neuralgia  and 
sciatica.    It  is  also  useful  as  an  antiseptic. 


Acetylene  burnt  in  a  Bunsen  burner  is  said  to  give  a 
very  hot  flame,  which  when  used  with  incandescent-gas 
mantles  gives  a  light  of  much  greater  intensity  than  when 
coal-gas  is  used. 
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In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt,  a  concise, 
but  not  abbreviated, style.    They  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only.    Letters,  with  or  without  a  nom-de-plame, 

Moil co  to 

Correspon-  must  be  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the 
dents.  writer.    Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 

paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to 
*hich  they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


The  Banquet  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Manchester. 

Sir, — I  am  desired  by  my  committee  to  ask  your  kind 
insertion  of  the  accompanying  paragraph  in  your  issue  for 
the  current  week.  Yours  faithfully, 

February  8.  Harry  Kemp, 

Hon.  Secretary  to  Banquet  Committee. 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  Manchester,  in  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Banquet  Committee  under  date  of 
February  7,  after  referring  to  the  "  unparalleled  enthusiasm  " 
of  his  reception,  adds  : 

"I  am  overwhelmed  with  a  sense  of  deep  gratitude  to 
yourself,  to  all  who  took  an  active  part  in  carrying  out  the 
arrangements  and  to  all  who  came  to  pay  me  such  a 
compliment,  and  who  thus  contributed  to  the  complete 
success  of  a  truly  unique  affair." 

"  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  be  good  enough  to  make  it 
known  as  widely  as  possible  how  warmly  and  how  heartily  I 
return  my  sincerest  thanks  to  one  and  all  concerned." 

The'uPharmacyjt3ill. 

Sir,— In  your  last  issue  Mr.  Woolley  remarks  that  certain 
of  my  statements  were  "  not  in  accordance  with  the  facts." 
At  a  meeting  of  the  committee,  formed  in  Manchester  to 
direct  the  opposition  to  the  proposed  Bill,  held  on  Saturday 
last,  I  was  requested  to  state  that,  in  the  first  place,  no 
numbers  were  read  out  at  the  Victoria  Hotel  meeting.  If 
this  had  been  clone,  the  vote  would  have  been  challenged. 
The  committee  believe  that  Mr.  Woolley  has  made  a  mistake, 
as  there  were  not  twenty-seven  persons  in  the  room  when 
the  vote  was  taken.  Moreover,  extracts  from  nine  letters 
(not  seven)  were  read  to  the  meeting,  all  opposing  the  Bill. 
Taking,  however,  Mr.  Woolley's  computation  to  be  correct — 
namely,  that  eighteen  voted  for  the  Bill — even  yet  the 
majority  of  those  who  gave  their  opinions  to  the  meeting 
were  opposed  to  the  Bill :  nine  by  letter,  nine  by  vote,  and 
two  orally,  though  retiring  before  the  vote  was  taken.  The 
committee  also  do  not  admit  that  the  majority  of  those  who 
left  the  room  without  giving  any  opinion  were  in  favour  of 
the  Bill,  there  being  no  foundation  for  such  assumption. 

I  might  suggest  to  opponents  of  the  Bill  in  other  towns 
the  formation  of  defence  committees,  as  much  can  be  done 
by  co-operation  in  this  matter,  we  having  already  received 
promises  of  influential  Parliamentary  support. 

F.  PlLKINGTON  SARGEANT, 

Hon.  Sec.  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Defence  Committee. 
Manchester,  February  8. 

Bacteriology  as  a  Side  Line  for  Chemists. 

Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the 
above  paper,  which  appears  in  your  issue  of  February  5? 
First,  as  regards  apparatus,  Mr.  Sargeant  takes  for  granted 
that  all  chemists  possess  a  fairly  good  microscope.  My 
experience  is  that  you  must  have  a  very  good  instrument, 
with  a  j5-inch  oil-immersion  objective,  and  a  perfectly- 
working  fine  adjustment,  or  else  you  cannot  see  the  bacilli 
at  all.  A  counting- apparatus  is  practically  unnecessary,  as 
anyone  can  make  one  for  themselves  by  striking  a  4-inch 
circle  on  a  nice  piece  of  white  card,  and  dividing  this  circle 
into  sixteen  equal  parts,  and  painting  one  of  the  sections 
black.  In  counting  colonies  you  place  your  petri-dish  over 
the  circle,  and  count  the  colonies  in  the  space  over  the  black 
section,  and  multiply  the  result  by  sixteen,  which  will 


give  you  the  number  of  colonies  per  1  c.c.  of  water,  or  in 
whatever  quantity  you  took.  Then,  again,  Mr.  Sargeant 
advises  square  glass  plates  and  bell  jars  for  plate  cultures  ; 
these  have  now  been  superseded  by  the  petri-dish,  which  is  a 
flat,  round,  shallow  glass  dish,  3  or  4  inches  in  diameter, 
and  having  a  loose- fitting  glass  cover.  These  are  far  more 
convenient  than  the  old-fashioned  glass  plates.  In  writing 
on  water-examination,  Mr.  Sargeant  does  not  mention 
phenolised  agar-agar.  If  1  c.c.  of  the  sample  is  mixed  in  a 
tube  containing  10  c.c.  of  melted  agar-agar  medium  and 
|  c.c.  of  phenol  *  solution,  the  whole  poured  into  a  petri- 
dish,  allowed  to  set,  and  incubated  at  a  temperature  of 
37°  C.  for  two  or  three  days,  any  colonies  showing  after 
that  period  are  almost  sure  to  be  b.  coli  communis  or 
b.  typhosus.  Of  course,  the  very  presence  of  these  bacilli 
would  condemn  a  water  at  once.  Gelatine  plate  cultures 
should  be  examined  and  counted  in  the  second  day  after 
pouriDg,  because  if  left  longer  the  colonies  spread  so  quickly 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  count  them.  Trusting  these 
few  remarks  may  prove  useful  to  intending  students  in 
bacteriology, 

I  remain,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Sidney  W.  Harvey. 

Watling  Chambers,  Canterbury. 

The  Scotch  Examiners'  Beports. 

Sir, — It  is  proverbial  that  a  report  with  many  words  is 
like  a  tree  with  many  leaves  and  little  fruit.  No  doubt  the 
N.B.  Branch  examiners  in  sending  such  a  lengthy  exposition 
of  juvenile  ignorance  will  feel  that  they  have  done  a  great 
and  good  work,  but  what  does  it  all  come  to  '!  Does  it  not 
at  once  exalt  the  lofty  wisdom  of  the  examiners  and  show 
the  obliging  servility  with  which  they  cater  to  the  London 
Council  in  carrying  out  to  an  inordinate  degree!  the  self- 
imposed  task  of  displaying  the  heathenish  acquirements  of  the 
youth  of  Scotland  ?  It  is  only  a  step  between  the  sublime  and 
the  ridiculous,  and  we  have  sufficient  evidence  in  the  report 
of  these  two  extremes,  but  where  do  we  find  the  happy 
medium  which  secures  for  Scotsmen  a  worldwide  celebrity 
for  thoughtfulness,  thoroughness,  and  ability  ?  Could  these 
wise  men  of  tire  North  not  have  saved  themselves  the 
trouble  of  drafting  a  report  which  necessitates  readers  to 
read  between  the  lines  and  think  ruefully  of  the  London 
Council  chuckling  over  the  waste  paper  by  condensing  their 
report  into  something  like  the  following  1 — 

"  The  chemists  and  druggists  of  Scotland,  being  sorely  beset 
with  company  competition,  are  unable  longer  to  pose  as 
professional  men,  and  consequently  unable  to  attract  the 
right  class  of  boys  for  apprentices — a  thing  easy  of  accom- 
plishment in  the  time  of  their  forefathers—^.,  have  during 
the  year  1897  sent  up  a  very  large  number  of  message-boys 
for  examination,  and  we  have  plucked  67  per  cent,  of  them." 
I  am,  Sir, 

Northern  Spy.  (87/38.) 

Ethyl  Nitrite. 

Sir, — I  have  been  interested  in  the  article  on  "sweet 
nitre  "  which  appeared  in  the  Winter  issue  of  your  valuable 
paper.  The  author  of  the  article  states  that  "  ethyl  nitrite  is 
an  easily  hydrolysed  ester."  This  statement  does  not  agree 
with  experiments  performed  by  myself  with  the  view  to 
saponify  the  substance.  Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  can 
give  me  their  experience  with  this  ester,  but  until  I  get  some 
practical  proof  to  the  contrary,  I  shall  still  hold  my  view  that 
"  EtNOo  is  not  easily  saponified  under  ordinary  atmospheric 
pressure,  but  in  a  scaled  tube  or  under  increased  pressure  it 
may  be."  Yours  truly, 

Edgbaston  Birmingham,  F.  W.  Ford. 

February  3. 

[Mr.  Ford  should  try  again.  His  experiments  are  entirely 
at  variance  with  pharmaceutical  experience  and  text- books — 
eg.,  "ethers  of  nitrous  acid  .  .  .  are  easily  saponifiable" 
(Bernthsen).  Perhaps  Mr.  Ford  is  thinking  of  citro- ethane, 
and  not  of  ethyl  nitrite.— Ed.  C.  %  B.] 


~  The  formula  of  the  phenol  solution  is — 

Sterile  water   200  c.c. 

Phenol   2  grammes 

Strong  HC1   2  c.c. 
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The  Status  Rising. 

Sir, — I  noticed  with  pleasure  the  letter  signed  "  Thomas 
Groffin  "  in  your  issue  of  January  22,  and  agree  with  all  he 
says.  Some  writers  want  to  include  us  among  professions, 
but  rats  and  mice  in  one  window,  frogs  in  another,  and  the 
Koko-fiag  over  the  door  do  not  help  much  in  that  direction. 
There  is  very  little  to  be  got  out  of  quack  medicines  and 
proprietary  articles,  and  we  chemists  ought,  if  possible,  to 
let  them  severely  alone.  I  never  allow  a  counter-bill  other 
than  my  own  to  be  sent  out,  and  show  no  card  in  my  shop 
or  windows.  If  others  would  do  the  same,  we  should  scotch 
the  snake.  Yours  truly, 

A.  Muggins.  (78/12.) 


LEGAL  QUERIES 


We  do  not  give  legal  opinions  by  post.  Information  regarding  most  legal 
matters  in  connection  with  pharmacy  will  be  found  in  The  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Diary,  and  in  "Pharmacy  and  Poison  Laws  of  tht 
United  Kingdom"  and  Alpe's  "  Handy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty." 


75,30.  F.  C. — An  uninterrupted  user  of  twenty  years  , is 
necessary  to  acquire  a  right  of  light  or  other  easement,  but  it 
is  always  desirable  to  have  these  matters  attended  to  at  once. 
The  proper  course  would  be  to  get  the  owners  of  the  place  of 
worship  to  enter  into  an  agreement  to  pay  an  acknowledg- 
ment, with  a  right  for  our  correspondent  to  terminate  the 
tenancy  at  any  time. 

76/14.  Zero  asks  if  he  was  obliged  to  remove  the  dress- 
ing of  his  window  at  the  command  of  the  police.  He  made 
it  peculiarly  attractive,  and  the  crowd  collected  on  the 
pavement,  and  gathered  in  the  roadway  also.  The  police  in- 
sisted on  the  exhibition  being  removed,  and  "  Zero"  maintained 
that  he  had  a  right  to  do  what  he  liked  with  his  window,  so 
long  as  he  did  not  make  an  indecent  show.  He  removed  the 
exhibit  because  it  became  a  nuisance  to  him,  but  he 
thinks  he  was  not  bound  to.  "  Zero  "  is  wrong.  No  doubt  he 
was  indictable  for  a  nuisance,  and  the  police  were  very  lenient 
with  him.  The  question  was  decided  in  Rex  v.  Carlisle 
(1834),  6  C.  &  P.,  636,  with  regard  to  a  picture-shop. 

76/12.  R.  M.  P. — You  ask  whether  legal  proceedings 
could  be  taken  against  you  for  announcing  in  your  window, 
"  Artificial-teeth  Depot.  Single  teeth.  Sets.  Teeth  care- 
fully extracted.  Nitrous-oxide  gas  administered."  Of 
course  legal  proceedings  can  be  taken,  and  there  is  an 
association  which  would  like  to  take  them.  We  may 
further  add  that  there  are  magistrates  who  might  convict 
In  our  opinion,  such  an  advertisement  in  no  way  infringes 
the  Dentists  Act,  and  in  the  event  of  a  prosecution  we  have 
little  doubt  that  our  committee  would  carry  the  case  to  the 
High  Court  and  win  it. 

82/52.  Scott  a  has  contracted  to  supply  medicines  "by 
prescription  "  to  the  poorhouse  at  so  much  per  prescription. 
He  asks  does  that  mean  that  he  has  to  fill  the  bottle  again 
whenever  it  is  empty,  get  a  fresh  prescription  for  every 
repeat,  or  can  he  charge  for  the  repeats '?  This  depends  on 
the  words  of  the  contract.  But  we  should  think  what  was 
contemplated  was  a  fresh  charge  for  every  repeat,  though 
we  suppose  the  necessity  of  a  repeat  is  in  the  discretion  of 
some  competent  authority. 

77/60.  J.  6?.— If  you  have  only  a  retail  wine-licence  you 
may  not  sell  more  than  eleven  bottles  of  wine  at  one  trans- 
action. The  fact  that  a  transaction  arises  from  an  adver- 
tisement in  our  Exchange  Column  makes  no  difference. 

83/2.  R.  An  unregistered  person  is  not  interfered 
with  for  calling  himself  wholesale-druggist,  or  manufacturing- 
chemist,  if  he  is  bona  fide  carrying  on  business  as  such.  But 
he  will  be  fined  if  he  uses  such  a  description  to  cover  a  retail- 
business. 

81/30.  Damdose.  —  An  off-licensee  may  sell  the  liquors 
he  is  licenced  to  sell  at  all  times  when  licenced  houses  are 
open,  and  he  is  not  obliged  to  close  his  premises  at  other 
times  provided  he  does  not  expose  any  alcoholic  beverages 


for  sale  during  such  times.  He  must  not  sell  wines  during 
prohibited  hours,  even  in  cases  of  sickness. 

80/53.  C.  G.  submits  the  following  question: — "  In  the 
event  of  a  company  taking  over  fixtures  of  chemist's  shop 
only,  do  counters  and  window- fixtures  include  same,  or  what 
do  they  consider  chemists'  fixtures  only  ?  " — Making  a  wild 
guess  at  our  correspondent's  meaning  we  should  say  that  if 
he  sold  his  shop  and  fixtures  to  a  company  without  more 
definitely  specifying  what  he  was  selling,  the  company  might 
fairly  expect  to  get  his  counters  and  window-fixtures. 

84/33.  R.  F. — You  cannot  charge  the  sum  you  pay  for 
fittings  against  profits,  but  if  the  amount  is  in  the  nature  of 
rent  and  is  an  annual  payment  you  can  deduct  tax  on  paying 
such  rent. 

82/68.  A  Northern  Subscriber  made  a  coca-wine  from  a 
formula  which  he  says  we  published  two  or  three  years  ago 
as  follows  :— 

Ext.  cocte  liq..         ...       ...       ...  oh 

CocaiiiEe  hydr.         ...       ...       ...    gr.  viij. 

Vini  rubri      ...       ...       ...       ...  Oj. 

The  wine  made  from  this  formula  was  submitted  to  the  local 
supervisor  at  the  time,  and  was  passed  by  him,  subject,  of 
course,  to  the  Board's  examination  at  any  time.  A  new 
supervisor  has  lately  been  appointed,  and,  apparently  on  his 
representations,  the  Board  have  informed  the  chemist  that 
coca-wine,  not  being  a  B.P.  preparation,  cannot  be  sold  as  a 
medicated  wine  unless  it  contains  at  least  ^  gr.  of  the 
alkaloid  to  the  fluid  ounce  and  sufficient  extractive  matter  of 
the  coca-leaf  to  render  it  unsuitable  for  use  as  a  beverage. 
The  Board  have  called  upon  the  chemist  to  pay  a  mitigated 
fine  of  20s.,  and  this  he  has  paid  under  protest.  [It  is  an 
improper  claim  if  an  officer  of  the  Revenue  had  distinctly 
permitted  the  wine  to  be  sold  without  a  licence.  The  in- 
formation is  valuable,  but  we  may  say  that  since  we  first 
published  that  formula  the  Board  have  become  much  more 
stringent  in  their  requirements,  and  we  have  of  late  years 
always  advised  chemists  to  get  the  consent  of  the  Board 
before  attempting  to  sell  the  preparation  without  a  licence.] 

86/22.  Sarste. — The  label  stating  that  the  medicines 
from  which  it  is  made  are  "  indicated  in  all  diseases  of  the 
skin "  would  render  the  medicine  liable  to  duty  in  our 
opinion.    See  Alpe,  pages  81  and  82. 

87/69.  R.  F. — It  is  quite  legal  for  a  chemist  to  tell  his 
customer  that  he  does  not  sell  pennyworths  of  Beecham's 
pills,  but  that  he  can  sell  him  some  other  pills  which  have  a 
similar  effect.  It  is  quite  a  gratuitous  assumption  of  yours 
that  such  have  been  the  circumstances  in  the  actions  where 
Mr.  Beecham  has  obtained  an  injunction.  Generally  the 
defendants  have  admitted  that  they  sold  other  pills  as 
Beecham's. 

88/28.  Bribes. — An  unqualified  chemist  may  not  describe 
himself  as  "  wholesale  chemist  and  druggist "  with  the 
object  of  evading  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

89/50.  F.  J.  H. — The  Post  Office  authorities  may  inspect 
parcels  about  which  they  ajer  easonably  suspicious,  and 
this  caused  them  to  find  out  you  were  sending  a  glass 
bottle  by  letter-post,  which  they  do  not  allow. 

MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


We  reply  to  our  subscribers  and  their  employe's  only  ;  queries  must, 

therefore,  be  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  subscriber.  When 
more  than  one  query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece 

Querists'  of  paper.  When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query  full  par- 
ticulars regarding  the  origin  and  use  of  the  sample  must 

be  given,  and  the  name  of  the  querist  should  be  placed  on  the  sample. 

Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post. 


83/9.  V.  M.,  a  French  Pharmacien  de  lcf0  Classe, 
asks  what  is  the  best  way  for  him  to  obtain  the  Minor  cer- 
tificate of  Great  Britain.  If  his  B.A.  examination  included 
English,  arithmetic,  and  Latin  passed  at  one  time,  the 
certificate  will  be  accepted  in  lieu  of  the  pharmaceutical 
Preliminary ;  otherwise,  he  must  pass  that  examination  or 
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its  equivalent.  Thereafter  he  must  get  a  chemist  and 
druggist  to  testify  that  he  has  been  engaged  three  years  in 
dispensing  physicians'  prescriptions  (in  which  case  service 
in  France  may  be  reckoned),  and  pass  the  Minor  examina- 
tion. In  preparing  for  the  latter  it  would  be  advisable  to 
have  the  assistance  of  a  teacher,  as  in  a  school  of  pharmacy. 

76/47.  F.  S.—(l)  The  sample  of  Starch-gloss  is  only 
powdered  borax.  (2)  Opalescent  Ammonia. — See  C.  $  D., 
June  26,  1897. 

67/20.  Almosute. — The  No.  2  solution  used  with  solution 
of  nitrate  of  silver  as  a  hair-dye  is  a  solution  of  pyrogallic 
acid. 

79/48.  Aviary. — Canary-colouring. — This  is  the  tasteless 
or  sweet  cayenne.    See  C.  <#*  D.,  October  31,  1896. 

76/25.    6.  L. — Aq.  Mollis:— 

Aq.  aurantii  cone.    ...       ...       ...  f,v. 

Aq.  rosse  cone. 
Spt.  vini  rect.... 

Pulv.  santali  allii 
01.  lavand. 

„   caryoph.  ... 

„  bergara.  ... 

„   myrist.  ... 

„  santal. 


5v. 

?iXX. 


D1V. 
5ss. 
5ss. 
5ss. 
miij. 
truij. 


Macerate  for  fourteen  days,  and  filter. 


70/52.  Otto. — Sandalwood  Oil  is  occasionally  used  as  an 
Injection.  An  emulsion  of  2  dr.  of  the  oil  with  20  gr.  of 
tragacanth  in  8  oz.  of  water  is  a  usual  form. 

79/7.  Buolier. — The  brazing-solution  is  probably  a  borax 
solution.    Send  us  a  sample  if  you  can. 

76/14.  Zero. — You  cannot  completely  deodorise  paraffin  : 
the  odourless  preparations  are  heavier  petroleum  oils. 

77/71.  D.  O.  G. — Give  the  bitch  a  course  of  compound 
hypophosphite  syrup ;  this  generally  has  the  effect  you 
desire. 

78/59.  Plaster. — (1)  There  is  no  book  on  indiarubber 
plasters  published.  (2)  You  will  find  information  in  the 
1898  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diaey. 

73/38.  H.  H.  D. — Information  in  regard  to  army  and 
navy  dispenserships  is  given  in  the  Educational  number 
C.  $  P.,  September  4,  1897. 

69/61.  P.  J.  A. — "Gould's  Aerated- water  Manufacture" 
is  what  you  require.  It  is  out  of  print,  but  you  may  be  able 
to  get  a  second-hand  copy. 

79/22.  P.  4'  S.—We  can  only  tell  you  approximately  the 
composition  of  the  Cream  for  Brown  Leather.  A  few 
experiments  with  the  following  formula  should  yield  a 
preparation  like  your  sample  : — 

Yellow  wax   §vj. 

Common  soap    ...  Jj. 

Salts  of  tartar         ...       ...       ...  Jj. 

Water     Jxxiv. 

Turpentine    ...  gxv. 

Bismarck  brown      ...    gr.  xxx. 

Boil  the  first  four  ingredients  together  till  uniform,  remove 
from  the  fire,  and  stir  in  the  turpentine  and  colouring-matter,  the 
latter  previously  dissolved  in  a  little  water. 

80/46.  Nemo.— The  Hair-curling  Fluid  is  a  weak  traga- 
canth mucilage  made  alkaline  with  liquor  potasste  and 
suitably  perfumed. 

67/29.  Devon.— (V)  The  Hair-restorer  is  a  lejd-acetate 
preparation  made  from  a  formula  like  this  :— 

Plumbi  acetateis    5iij. 

Glycerini      ...    gj. 

Ess.  bouquet   3ij. 

Aq.  rosse  ad   Oi 

M.  "  J' 

(2)  The  powder  for  making  a  Liver-douche  is  common 
salt. 


65/55.  Pool's. — (1)  Books  on  Household  Medicine. — 
"  Household  Medicine,"  by  George  Black,  10s.  6d.  (Ward  & 
Lock);  "Compendium  of  Domestic  Medicine,"  by  John 
Savory,  5s.  (Lewis)  ;  "  Little  Cyclopaedia  of  Household  Medi- 
cine," by  Dr.  F.  R.  Walters,  Is.  6d.  (Sonnenschein).  (2) 
Through  a  "  proprietary  "  house. 

71/50.  Anxious  Subscriber. — The  Liver-syrup  has  the 
following  approximate  formula  : — 


Ext.  aloes  aquos. 

gr.  x; 

Ext.  glycyrrh.  liq.  ... 



Potass,  carb.  ... 

  5i.j- 

Pulv.  boracis ... 

  5iv. 

Pulv.  capsici  ... 

...    gr.  x 

01.  sassafras  ... 

...    ill.  xl. 

Ext.  gentian.  ... 

  T)iv. 

Theriaci 

  5xx. 

Spt.  rect. 

  oiv. 

Aq.  ad 

...  5x1. 

M. 

76/63.  Cosmetic. — (1)  The  Liquid  Pearl  Pace-wash  has 
a  composition  like  the  following  :  — 

Zinci  oxidi     ...       ...       ...  ... 

Glycerini       ...       ...       ...       ...  Siij. 

Aq.  rosa?  ad   ...       ...       ...       ...  fyv'uj. 

M. 

(2)  There  are  many  conflicting  opinions  on  the  question,  and 
you  must  excuse  us  if  we  decline  to  add  another. 

74/38  Jenlts. — The  Drops  for  Constipation  which  you 
send,  taken  in  20-drop  doses,  gradually  decreasing  to 
10  drops, are  composed  mainly  of  liquid  extract  of  cascara, 
with  some  flavouring. 

141/98.  Yiyilantibus. — The  mixture  you  send  us  as  a 
preventive  against  asthmatic  attacks,  &c,  contains  3-gr.  doses 
of  iodide  of  potassium.    This  is  the  active  ingredient. 

79/63.  Glance. — The  Harness-polishing  Paste  for  use 
after  cleaning  harness  is  a  compound  of  beeswax  (3)  and 
resin  (2),  to  which  lampblack  and  turpentine  have  been 
added  in  suitable  quantities.  The  turpentine  determines 
the  consistency. 

87/13.  Caohou. — We  presume  the  cachous  you  mention 
are  made  by  the  proprietor  himself.  You  could  easily  do 
the  same. 

84/31.  Primus. — It  is  quite  likely  that  your  neighbour, 
whose  speciality  you  wish  to  imitate,  is  a  subscriber  of  ours 
equally  with  yourself.  In  any  case,  we.  do  not  feel  justified 
in  taking  part  in  the  competition  between  you. 

82/59.  Ego, — Plaster- casts  are  waterproofed  and  hardened 
by  being  dipped  into  a  hot  and  strong  solution  of  alum. 

81/1.  Quality. — (1)  Preserving  Concentrated  Infu- 
sions.— See  page  481  of  1898  Diary.  (2)  Egg-julep. — 
See  C.  %  D„  September  25,  1897,  page  535. 


82/16.    Ipecac. — Aq.  Lavand.  :- 

01.  lavand. 
01.  bergam 
01.  limonis 
01.  neroli 
01.  caryoph.  ... 

Moschi   

Aq.  rosse  trip.... 
Spt.  rectif. 

M. 


5iv. 

5vj. 
5ij- 
5ss. 
5ss. 
gr.  vj. 

5*. 

Cong.  j. 


82/4.  Barnaby. — Your  white  oils  goes  wrong  because  you 
add  acetic  acid  to  the  alkaline  mixture,  thereby  neutralising 
the  ammonia  and  decomposing  the  soap  in  tbe  lin.  saponis. 
Omit  the  acid . 

82/45.  Se/iex. — Oilskins  are  made  by  saturating  the 
cloth  with  boiled  linseed  oil  to  which  a  drier  is  added.  At 
least  three  soakings  must  be  given. 

82/51.  Inquirer. — Dr.  R.  W.  Burnet  and  Dr.  Pavy,  whose 
addresses  you  will  find  in  the  Diary,  are  good  men  to 
consult  for  albuminuria. 
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81/6.    Canine. — Dog-wash: — 

Soft-soap       ...    ...  2  oz. 

Creolin    Ik  oz. 

Methylated  spirit    10  oz. 

Water  to    1  pint 

Dissolve  the  soap  and  creolin  in  the  spirit,  and  add  the  water 
gradually. 

This  is  probably  what  you  want.  You  may  use  tar  instead 
of  creolin,  but,  it  is  not  so  nice. 


85/67. 

scarlet) : 


Affoyado  (Pernambuco). — (1)  Red  Ink  (bright 


Brazil-wood  ...   

Solution  of  protoehloride  of  tin 
Mucilage  of  acacia  ... 
Water  


5i]. 
5ij. 
5ij. 

Sxxxij. 

Boil  the  whole  together  until  the  bulk  is  reduced  to  half,  then 
strain. 

(2)  Marking-ink  : — 

Nitrate  of  silver    ...  Jiij.  5']. 

Sodium  carbonate    ...       ...       ...  5uj- 

Tartaric  acid ...    ...  5xss. 

Solution  of  ammonia  (-880)         ...  oiiiss. 

Archil   Bj- 

Paste  chlorophyll    oj- 

Powdered  acacia    3uss. 

Sugar  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  Jiss. 

Water   ...       ...       ...  a  sufficiency 

Dissolve  the  silver  and  soda  salts  separately,  each  in  2  pints  of 
boiling  water,  and  mix.  Allow  the  precipitate  to  settle,  decant 
the  fluid,  and  collect  the  precipitate  on  a  paper  filter  ;  wash  with 
a  pint  of  water,  and,  when  drained,  transfer  to  a  mortar  ;  add  the 
acid  (in  powder),  and  mix.  When  effervescence  has  ceased,  add 
the  ammonia  solution,  stir  to  dissolve,  and  transfer  to  a  bottle 
containing  the  sugar  (powdered).  Mix  the  chlorophyll  with  4  oz. 
of  water  and  the  archil,  add  the  acacia  to  this,  and,  when  dis- 
solved, strain.  Now  add  the  ammoniacal  solution,  and  make  up 
to  20  oz.  with  water. 

81/51.  Gyrus. — Diascordial  is  a  corruption  of  dias- 
cordium,  an  electuary  in  all  the  Pharmacopoeias  a  century 
ago.  Its  name  was  taken  from  its  containing  a  small 
quantity  of  the  leaves  of  Teucrinm  Scordium.  Syrup  of 
poppies,  flavoured  with  peppermint,  is  generally  supplied 
now,  although  here,  again,  a  confusion  with  "  diacodium  " 
occurs. 

86/65.  Aspliysiado  (Pernambuco).— (1)  Pineapples  are 
preserved  by  boiling  in  a  thin  syrup,  and  soldering  the  tins 
while  still  hot.  (2)  Brazillin  for  colouring  tomato-paste  is 
obtained  from  Brazil-wood  by  adding  washed  and  recently- 
precipitated  alumina  to  a  strong  filtered  decoction. 

86/74.    0.  $  W.  (Malta).— Face-lotion  :— 

Zinci  sulphocarbol.  ...    9j. 

Zinci  oxidi     ...       ...       ...       ...  5i] 

Sulph.  precip.    5j. 

Aq.  coloniensis        ...    5vj- 

Glycerin,       ...       ...       ...       ...  5vj. 

Aq.  ad   gvj. 

M. 

87/19.  A,  D. — Perhaps  it  is  powdered  resin  your  customer 
wants  for  Brazing. 

83/1  Albion. — The  Glaze  for  Earthenware  is  made  by 
heating  a  mixture  of  sand,  potash,  nitre,  and  slaked  lime  in 
a  reverberatory  furnace  and  powdering  the  product.  The 
glaze  is  applied  by  dipping  the  article  into  a  smooth  cream 
made  of  the  glaze  rubbed  with  water,  or  the  dry  powder  is 
sprinkled  on  the  moistened  "  biscuit." 

82/58.  J.  O.  %  Co. — (1)  White  pepper  is  made  from 
ordinary  black  pepper  by  either  soaking  the  berries  in  a 
solution  of  salt  until  the  skins  easily  rub  off,  or  by  rubbing 
off  the  skins  of  the  over-ripe  berries  that  fall  from  the 
vines.  (2)  Pepper  is  sometimes  bleached  by  chlorine,  but 
the  flavour  is  spoilt  by  the  process. 

88/22.  J.  B. — The  formula  you  send  is  for  a  digestive 
syrup.  The  powders  are  rubbed  down  in  a  mortar  with 
part  of  the  liquid,  the  mixture  being  shaken  before  each  dose 
is  poured  out. 


88/2.  Tussi. — Non-poisonous  Cough-mixture. — For  chil- 
dren, see  C.  S,'  D.,  September  26,  1896,  page  503;  for  adults, 
September  11,  1897,  page  472,  and  October  9, 1897,  page  605. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  will  he  obliged  for  replies  to  the  following  from  any 
who  can  furnish  the  information 


85/33.    Who  is  the  maker  of  Mason's  patent  syphon-tops  ? 

83/6.    What  is  "  Tabasco  "  ? 

86/55.    Makers  of  Walker's  diabetic  biscuits. 

73/50.  (1)  What  are  lotiforms  hydrarg.  subchlor.  ?  (2) 
What  is  ac.  borac.  calend.  ? 


Coming  Events. 


We  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  meetings  in  this 
section  free  if  they  are  sent  to  us,  on  postcards,  .by  the 
Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Saturday,  February  12. 

Pharmaceutical  Football  Club  v.  "  Muter's  "  (not  "  Watson  Wills," 
as  previously  arranged),  at  Wormholt  Farm,  Shepherd's  Bush. 
Kick  off  at  3  p.m. 

Monday,  February  14. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  at  8  p.m.  (1)  "  Pharmacy  of  the  Pancreas,"  by  Dr.  J. 
C.  Mc Walter  ;  (2)  "  Emulsions."' 

North  London  G?-ocers.  Meeting  to  discuss  the  P.A.T.A.,  at  7  p.m., 
at  the  Polytechnic  Institute,  Holloway  Road  (adjoining  Great 
Northern  Railway  Station).  Sir  Montague  Nelson  has  con- 
sented to  take  the  chair.  Mr.  Glyn- Jones  and  otherP.A.T.A. 
representatives  are  expected  to  address  the  meeting. 

Tuesday,  February  15. 

Boyal  Photographic  Society,  12  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8  p.m. 
"  Process  Reproduction  from  an  Editor's  Point  of  View,"  by 
Mr.  Wallace  L.  Crowdy,  Editor  of  the  Artist. 

Wednesday,  February  16. 

Boyal  Microscopical  Society,  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8  p.m 
"  Micro-crystallography,"  by  Mr.  T.  C.  White.  Lantern-slides 
will  also  be  shown  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Barnard. 

School  of  Pharmacy.  Annual  dinner  in  the  Duke's  Salon, 
Holborn  Restaurant,  at  7  p.m.,  Professor  Greenish  in  the 
chair.  Tickets  (5s.  each)  from  Hon.  Sec,  Mr.  T.  E.  Lescher, 
17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 

Western  Chemists'  Association,  Westbourne  Restaurant, 
Craven  Road,  W.,  at  9  p.m.  Discussion  on  "The  New  Phar- 
macy Bill,"  opened  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Parker. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  (North  British 
Branch),  York  Place,  Edinburgh.  Evening  meeting  at  8.30. 
"  Fluid-extract  of  Liquorice,"  by  Mr.  Peter  Boa ;  "  The 
Quantitative  Estimation  of  Sugar  in  Urine  by  the  Kinnin- 
mont  Method,"  by  Mr.  A.  McKellar. 

Thursday,  February  17. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Mason  College,  Birming- 
ham, at  8.30  p.m.    Paper  by  Mr.  T.  Barclay,  B.Sc,  F.C.S. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  at 
9  p.m.    "  Formaldehyde  in  Dispensing,"  by  Mr.  G.  Roe. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  at  8  p.m.  "Some  Lecture- 
experiments,"  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Cundall.  "  Observations  on  the 
Influence  of  the  Silent  Discharge  of  Electricity  on  Atmo- 
spheric Air,"  by  Messrs.  W.  A.  Shenston  and  W.  T.  Evans. 

Glasgotv  and  West  of  Scotland  School  of  Pharmacy.  Social 
meeting  in  the  Trades'  House  Restaurant,  89  Glassford  Street, 
at  8.30  p.m. 

Friday,  February  18 

Sheffield  Microscopical  Society.    Exhibition-night.  Demonstra- 

'  tion  by  Dr.  Andrew  Walker,  M.A.,  B.Sc. 
Aberdeen  Junior  Chemists'  Association,  9.30  p.m.  Magazine- 
evening.    Editor,  Mr.  P.  D.  Milne. 
Prish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association,  67  Lower  Mount 

Street,  Dublin.    "Photography,"  by  Mr.  Hunt. 
Boi/al  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  at  9  o'clock.    "  A  Yorkshire 
'  Moor,"  by  Professor  L.  C.  Miall. 


